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Preface

We are pleased to present the January 2025 issue of Academic Research
and Review Letters, featuring 19 scholarly papers from diverse fields, including
Subaltern Studies, Muslim Women Studies, Migration Studies, Environmental
Studies, Literature Studies, and Media Studies. This issue showcases cutting-
edge research from esteemed scholars, exploring complex themes and issues.

Siyar Manuraj, Dr. Babu C.C. & Dr. Zabeena Hameed P, in their insightful
paper, offers a fascinating comparison between Adam Smith's concept of
division of labour and the Indian caste system, revealing the complexities of
socioeconomic dynamics. The authors' thoughtful analysis provides a deeper
understanding of the intersections between economics, culture, and society. The
paper ‘Social Media and Modern Language Evolution” by Divya T., examines
the impact of social media on language evolution, highlighting the emergence
of new words, linguistic peculiarities, and changing communication patterns.
The author's analysis provides valuable insights into the dynamic relationship
between technology, language, and culture.

In his study Dr. Muhamed Basheer K.K. explores the influence of Sree
Narayana Guru's thoughts on Pandit K. P. Karuppan's ideas, covering various
aspects such as brotherhood, non-violence, and anti-casteism. The research
sheds light on the philosophical connections between these two prominent
figures. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of Kerala thought
and culture. Krishnan P.C., analyses Zacharia's ‘Ottakannanmar” uncovering
the themes of loneliness, lust, and negative identity. The research employs a
Freudian lens to examine the protagonist's fragmented personality and the
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societal factors that shape it. The study offers an in depth of the human analysis
human psyche and its complexities. Haritha S.R., examines the impact of digital
media on social orders, drawing on Jean Baudrillard's theory of surrealism. The
study explores how digital media reinterpret reality and blur the lines between
the real and the surreal. The findings provide a comprehensive review on the
effects of digital media on modern society.

Dr.Yacob Thomas analyses the historical lessons of the Malayalam novel
"Khathaka Vadham," focusing on the themes of modernity, feudalism, and
humanization. The researcher examines how the novel reflects the social and
cultural changes brought about by colonialism and missionary modernity.
The study offers a detailed examination of the novel's historical significance.
Dr.Rekha S. analyses the representation of Dalit self-expression in post-modern
Malayalam poetry, highlighting the works of poets such as S. Joseph and
Rafique Ahmed. The study explores how these poets use their narrative style
to express the struggles and experiences of the Dalit community. The findings
provide valuable insights into the role of poetry in social activism.

The researcher Santhoshkumar M. examines the literary contributions
of Mughal rulers and nobles, focusing on the period from 1526 to 1707. The
research explores the cultural and historical context of literary production
during this time, highlighting the role of Persian as the official language. The
study offers a comprehensive overview of the literary achievements of the
Mughal Empire. The researchers Divya K.T. and Dr.Shajila Beevi S. study the
impact of judicial interventions on Muslim women's rights, focusing on the
landmark cases of Shah Bano and Shayara Bano. The study examines the role
of the judiciary in shaping Muslim personal law and promoting gender justice
and provide a detailed understanding of the complex relationship between
law, religion, and gender.

Researcher Risana C.P. explores the trends, challenges, and policy
responses related to Indian migration to the Gulf region. The research examines
the historical context of this migration corridor and the impact of policies on
migration patterns. The study offersa comprehensive analysis of the complexities
surrounding Indian migration to the Gulf. Arya P.G,, in her study examines
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the influence of cartoons on children's cultural values, behaviours, and social
interactions. The study investigates how children emulate behaviours and
adopt character traits from their favourite cartoon characters. The paper also
makes a sophisticated scrutiny in the insights into the role of media in shaping
child development. Abdul Gafoor P., analyses the Silent Valley Movement in
Kerala, highlighting its significance as a grassroots environmental activism
campaign. The research examines the role of the Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad
(KSSP) in mobilizing support against the proposed hydroelectric project and
also the movement's impact on environmental conservation. The researcher
Fathima R.V., explores the themes of identity, body, and sexuality in B.M.
Suhara's stories, focusing on the experiences of Muslim women in Kerala. The
study examines how Suhara's writings challenge patriarchal norms and offer a
feminist perspective on women's lives. The findings provide valuable insights
into the role of literature in promoting social change.

Dr.Jency K.A.& Sajo Jose make a study of Paulo Coelho's novel "By the River
PiedraISat Down and Wept," exploring the intersection of love and spirituality.
The research provides a comprehnsive analysis of the novel, examining its
themes of forgiveness, self-discovery, and spiritual growth as well as its
phylosophical and lietary significance. Dr.Ambily M,V,, through the paper
child psycho analysis in the stories of M.T. offers a nuanced exploration of the
psychological impact of childhood experiences on personality development,
shedding light on the complexities of human emotions. The author's thoughtful
analysis of M.T's short stories provides valuable insights into the human
condition. Teji K Thomas in his paper- Philosophy of Death in the Stories of
M.T., delves into the profound and universal theme of death, examining its
portrayal in M.T's stories and its resonance with human existence. The author's
philosophical analysis adds depth and complexity to our understanding of
mortality. Dr.Sanjaykumar S, .in this engaging paper explores the cultural
significance of the Dubai letter song, highlighting its role in expressing the
emotions and experiences of expatriate workers. The author's analysis of the
song's popularity sheds light on the power of music to connect people across
border.
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The paper entitled ‘Breaking Barriers: The Role of MGNREGA in Enhancing
the Economic Status of MuslimWomen’is an empowering paper highlighting
the critical role of MGNREGA in promoting economic empowerment and
social inclusion among Muslim women in Kerala. The author's research
provides a compelling case for targeted initiatives that address the unique
challenges faced by marginalized communities. ‘Existential Crises: A Study
on Shobasakthi's Gorilla” is also a thought-provoking paper offers a nuanced
analysis of Shobasakthi's Gorilla, exploring themes of alienation, identity
conflict, and existential crisis in the context of the Sri Lankan civil war. The
author's literary analysis provides a deeper understanding of the human cost
of conflict and the complexities of identity formation.

We extend our gratitude to the contributors, reviewers, and editorial
team for their tireless efforts in making this issue a success. This publication
is dedicated to fostering academic excellence and providing a platform for
scholars to share their research.

Sincerely

Dr. Muhamed Basheer K. K. Dr. Muhammed Rafeeq T.
Editor Chief Editor
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N0 R0 1QIJQITVOY” BRSO (@JAIBOM]HBIN®. @RYWo NY1OM1H03 H® I3
aflez2majo 20@10150IMNOY” ERGEOD H@IYI3 AleZRMOJe MVIYPaO §-TVIMIC]H,
212IMICVHDOW D0 |OITBADAD @0 OM1@3 06NZ (YOIBBSTT3 BRYEM H1SHBAM
®@. @RYWo MO0} 6@ afleEM0jo MO M R0M1QIJAITVOY” GRHODBS
O®I¥1@3 0fleRMOjo GANLIBE MIODAYaI0Mo BRYEN” MD CLIAIMOMIHAY HIDEI.
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@RAVAO0, (TI)oCTg@O.I@@G)(DGTT)o.

@Rn)alo

VIMIOD 1 moo&«mﬂm@ all®201" af)MOT1WH AN @RYWo MYlom” 2210l 2@ al500!
MW LSOm0 GG TVMIBAILAITUNWY]GE aflaje0ls] MSMODSEEIW HILICMIW]
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Qo MBABBIN® ™ (af)o@AV; 1902)* ag)aD MIBHIWM 2 lIDQWHS @HAN @RYBYBHLl
MR2IMHU3 @RYM” BRYAo NFOMTOA aJINHOMIL)o @D anLllasaM®. VI GRWIIMo
DDHINE" D@0 BRMIRINIMo MVIW AL IBBAN BAISWIS? - HalQBN 1N DMVHIBOS
@ 0eIOm1G3 Mo AU JIVABIWo AUSAMMD MV IANe BRUWIINENHIGHHS Afldhala {lafl
596mM” ag)am” moé‘%o af)on@3MYo 0fKRTHE1HBEMINU3, @Y AllG:0NVOTHAZ MVIMICY1H:
MIWIDHOB HNZHAUE;1EJo BRM1HMF 2101(@a IO EV W0, 2JaHEMICADHDEV Qo @Yo
Mamo o ladnonl caallaw” 0lendBewIRe MVDH:03adB0Je @MEINLINTD MSla) af)IM®”
@RYMaHoN1HNIW] 2 I0WS. noosgowjomcgcmosﬂ(ﬁagos afleorvomlee! 8@ aRaIdsm
a3S0W1506M” BRYWoe Y1 eamowlaiallezme@m (Division of labor) ¢oaIioq|SEDIM@Y.

@RyWo Mo admIsiendlQo 6mIFIAd allrermajo

@RYWo MY QI@MIIBINVECMIELISH dMIFIGE AllRERMONIN BRYUIWo &SI
a@anm®” aomsavaileflaad [Mandeville] Fable of the Bees agam aJan&@m1@3 mlanossman”
HBOISOMN. AIMHWONGI )@ “B0IU3 @oMjo oﬂ%o DENRBISBEMIOUB 2HQIVIUB
@1YnOI00Jo, AOQIOIUI al0@EBBGo GOIH000U3 @eMTWQYo DENBIBBEMINUY @BRAIAB a IO OO
Dal1dHIT1HU3 ERYG:MHAIAN” AI@2E], BRI @mgo@;om%o’loe@an 620e/:ha103 @GaId
215890 @RYSHMO” (Mandeville, 1988)°. @RWIDMHOD o IOMVEMINTWIGRIW 21 HEN1HUI
@R afleeiSla {lE8M @193 BEMID MIWIDHOB alF1WIeM” AMBAALAINTI A l0aTNHG).
H® ®HANWIM” AOQIW MOOMI@3 1757 @3 GRIAVal 201NV’ BREZa0OM 1003 “Essay
upon Money and Coins” ag)am GIRINO 1@ Aly®ITY H@IYID CUdaH]BHUB af)6BROHMWDIEM
VYOO D3 CHHAOOD AUBW] lESM®” ag)aM” A1KRTHE1BBEMIIUY BREZOOM 1003
amayleje 9aMRIIBIM®” “O@mo¢1as allemo” ®oHaN ERWIGBIN (a1, 1968)".
OMIFI@3 AERRMHDAN @BRYUDWHDD BRSTIOMOWIW] QoQﬁgﬂo(ﬂ)om@oem”mam nflom”
@REZa0OW]HM MVID@A®LNSIOD QILINOIM]H® QDVWMENIBHS” Q0B 1@ TVABq ]
HBANO. BYWo MYOWo BREFOADIM” Mol EaleQI®o® milManavo® (Xenophon),
oaaowaﬂ%lgo, 2000100, allGBHENILIOD o) 21T WAOeHH0e (Emile Durkheim) =m
@1@A@3HEH 01 2] O®IYIE3 ANRZRMOOAN @RYUDWAIEM’ (romé(cﬂ«zﬂe‘;o 298 BIBOMIEjo
2106M & 1903 AAMONINROMIEj 3009 HOSNNEWINS ANWB1BE1BNeq|g AIBeN Qly
OQESQo RIMIAIFOINOQRESQo @RSINNIMo. @RYWo MYIOM1H3 H®IP1E3 aflemMajo
(romﬁ(oﬂ@ﬂ@el O®IYI@ 0fleRM0jo MAMLIBB DIODAYIOMAIGM” MM GLIQIMOM1HAY
BIU| 0o HIMEJo.

@RYAWo Y1 ag)g@am “THE GREATEST IMPROVEMENTS in the productive powers of
labour, and the greater part of the skill, dexterity, and judgment, with which it is anywhere
directed, or applied, seem to have been the effects of the division of labour................. To
take an example, therefore, from a very trifling manufacture, but one in which the division
of labour has been very often taken notice of, the trade of a pin-maker: a workman not
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educated to this business (which the division of labour has rendered a distinct trade, nor
acquainted with the use of the machinery employed in it (to the invention of which the
same division of labour has probably given occasion), could scarce, perhaps, with his
utmost industry, make one pin in a day, and certainly could not make twenty But in the
way in which this business is now carried on, not only the whole work is a peculiar trade,
but it is divided into a number of branches, of which the greater part are likewise peculiar
trades. One man draws out the wire; another straights it; a third cuts it; a fourth points it;
a fifth grinds it at the top for receiving the head; to make the head requires two or three
distinct operations; to put it on is a peculiar business; to whiten the pins is anothers; it is
even a trade by itself to put them into the paper; and the important business of making
a pin is, in this manner, divided into about eighteen distinct operations, which, in some
manufactories, are all performed by distinct hands, though in others the same man will
sometimes perform two or three of them. | have seen a small manufactory of this kind,
where ten men only were employed, and where some of them consequently performed
two or three distinct operations. But though they were very poor, and therefore but
indifferently accommodated with the necessary machinery, they could, when they exerted
themselves, make among them about twelve pounds of pins in a day. There are in a
pound upwards of four thousand pins of a middling size. Those ten persons, therefore,
could make among them upwards of forty-eight thousand pins in a day. Each person,
therefore, making a tenth part of forty-eight thousand pins, might be considered as making
four thousand eight hundred pins in a day. But if they had all wrought separately and
independently, and without any of them having been educated to this peculiar business,
they certainly could not each of them have made twenty, perhaps not one pin in a day;
that is, certainly, not the two hundred and fortieth, perhaps not the four thousand eight
hundredths, part of what they are at present capable of performing, in consequence of
a proper division and combination of their different operations” (mflowy; 1976)". @R
N1O®1Ha3 E2R§6BBSHS MVMUDR” )M aJANSODIOLI aBQ0)o &MLV 2RLE1ENO]S
BoWEEBE1E3 BANIW Myall MIBMMIEMONIG3 H@IFIG3 AflERMo DMBIHBAN NIQAD 1HM Qo
D30 IBMAHAGINUIBRLMAOJo HAISTNA SODAN BIWNAIEM” CAGI aoeaogmzmg@g@“. MO@Wo
a1l 8@ 9RLEANT MBBTVWDE @SN @Y DEFLOMMIYOS TVIMIOM1B:0jo 21BN (B0 100
M0 (@JIWIMYH@ED® AABMIAO WM. H®IYIG3 All_RMOMIEIHS MU0 (@ JWONGUIH]
Qo EIHYOMIOHG D@3 IBMEUHIQo af)BBOHMDIGM” AIBRUISSMM®” af)aANIEM” @GRYWo
MO al0QAN®. AVMENIBOS MYSHZH] al®ICWeNE /L1200 @BSEcrlns” Mm]
MAB” (@JBAIUBIH9NIo.

GOMIOHIFOM ORLEMIWIGE EYWo MIT™” AlKB1HE1EBIM H®IFILIS] PBB®”
203dx" aloaD@Ea1ei88 Socially necessary abstract labor agan mleiwlensm(Marx,
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Galogo0ld @osla alyoInEIG IV O3:IEINq |$H ERHLIE; 13 @RS, DSA A lOQAM
G20 Ud aloQWAN VAo QIR 921Q)h og)aM @RAINOWIEM” @GRS’ PNV @AM
®. @RSIAOMo af)MMIB OB ILIN]SIMIANHBD af) MOV @RALOC. BRWIIMIHS3H
@ROLIE 1D ONHILIOQ]GH ng)m)(zsﬂm%dm 2090@ @G| @ERSIAY” OROWIGM]
l. MIOMo BRWIOMEUWHT MO@AE! VI KE10J R1allmaje B8Mdo @RSIAY” TLIAMo
@RYI@MIEl. 950" calMnE]l EWIIMISBIM B@ JUVER VWADERI AI@o BRYWIGBMD
@RS1ABU. GRSINOW UDIVTBTHR:AIQe AIMIVIGHRIWo MVIMVIA]HA0We & 19D |FOm]
OANIMBEM” @RSInAIjITUO MIeIMIM®@. @rS1a AlYINNWVIC3 GRSIAWC GRWISHS
@RWIIMOJo SaMIWT MOHANWIEM” MIEIMIAMI@BAN®Y. GRSIAWOS OSA HEHAINd0 DD
@RSIAQOS BRWIIMo A@2IVI@ANIL] @ERSIAEVM AlJEMOW &S] ERWIGMD. B®
Ql§Em1OHV @RS1AWISGH] MIRIMIBGADAN MVIYPady TVOMITN]H Yl aljainubim]o®
MVMYBMROW] MW IHAIBBAN BB JLIJEMIOWADIMHOD AX@ED @Y QlJAITUNY”
MeIm@eEn0m8 ¥, @rsia alyINAI®T oM@ O®IYI@ allezmom1o0d @00)o
QAIMI0JN0V BB (Galndem. @RSIAQWHS ETEHMEM AEAMIGE MLl 190V HHSIOBH]
@RS1VIM BRY] &0’ GRWINE 2TAUECMINS HROLINANL] AUQOTNFHERIM, BRWISHS
(E1ERIVEBRUZ BIGOIAMIW] 24DPIHBAM Mob Lynching @prsS1ne:08 80eq |SOmd:, GRAIND
MILIJECWINOMERS @RAIA 21allsesan S6ERs103 §.21QaM O®IF1L|HS T OSY S
af) M@’ GhlRlo DSAWHS GRaHOjo BRSINWAS CARISS DSATVNMQ MTWADEMAQjo @)
MRE@EMEBBOS AMI® (JHhSla{lH636 ng)cmasﬂm%dc)o “@RSIneO® MVoeMIMW] a{ISGO™
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@S2 Ay 2N20RI@ANILL” o) 2101@ WLOIBMOJo @RYHM” HASOA AN’
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@RSIACV W ERSIVWIMINOWe AUYEMIBHUE af)aM MILIVIT3 TV IEADINS GBBBOHS
@WIOMo AflG3ENIM CUAHIQSS ERYBHRIWV] AlG1AIBOM o {lE86:@IM” YDEISOmo
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8008001506M° @LNsglomo HMIYILINSHW mmgpﬂgzﬂgégg@”. M  AflGRI2IMICYS
o118l MBQJ2INOHINS@MINM” @RYWo TYITD” @REZOONNAF H@IPITS afleem
OO @RYUWo D0 {laflAlESMM®. HMIF1LINSICWI YDLNSICWI @RYHINBS QI HM QYOS
MVI®AY §HOD @Yo MO MVIPO A0V WIHDIW DAV alBIAMe o |SODN]
el. yam1Qes EREIMBal:o8 GPMIVEN M2V A IgDSEIMSS @RAIG0UAEM” @Yo
nlom o®a¥lenglase amelnglase Q60 DDHIFHBIMN® . BREIBlHOS o 108a IQOMS3
QYEMIQOS Do NUWIRAOIDRIW GUAHIYHS GRLIEM” B MYIOD @REZaO0W]NF GR3
o o (Invisible Hand) ag)am @RUWHOD @JAUIBODME:HUNC BRYBBAND . GHENIISHAIND’
022203 Afl®HITVEM1@3 MV 10E201GH0W ] Danzoalaiman (Naturalism) 8aMInemMaTe GR®
MVPOON1HF EHHAOOD DVWAADAN BANIOEMMOABS aflam (Optimism) nflom” Qo%ﬂ%
aloQIN®’ GRSIAEWI BRSIWIEMI BREICM, TVIDE@DAULHMI®Io 988 H®IFIeglHW
mmhda)oeaomgoam“. 020410200 @RSIAWI@ M1MMo A IDEMIGLISBSS aIG1AIBCM MO
HCMIISOMIGLIES 2 1000IBO Mo @mg&hqmem“ @YW MO’ 9.21Q@. af)£10 AYEM 8o
@RAIGOS MVOIMIOD]H GREIBallHO8 a IIDSBHHQo BRAIBH aBQ0jo DEMBHONIW IO
O1@3 aBAD|GH W0 mm@decmoua QI§MIQYOS MA@ D] TVYP2OTH]HABWQo BAHHAO 1A
WIOSMD af)aMEM” BRYWo MO SHB@ QM. MVIYPaO§EHHUAOOD al0R0IUIWIEHINSS
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RodlniynimuNQo @I} allemajo dMIFIENG Qo
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@RAIHIYDo, TVMIOD Ao §2lQYea |EGSMNBD af)aNIEM” mm)mémﬂ aloQmm@’ (M9
L0OM, 1988)". @B OO Y AIBNEBE1E Mo YBEA AfleA2IMEBUY eMaIgHalE;]
o QIBEIMAILAINOYT RGO M1LINTBSBIND M BRAIR HBHIFEHNME dhalo BRYWIEM”
M AleAaIMEBRSo ERUIRHI0 GRAIGKIND MIGAHWEBBBo MILINIM®. BRGIV®” UBE
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B6RA EMSIOWSOM BANIEM”. YBBMIo Af)IM® B@ AlRIN BRYBHHUZ MVIWo AV flh@la)
OG0 MIEl BRYG:EMINUS BRSIWIS®Io af)MM®” B@ AflRIWe 2MEBBBHS GAMGI MILINIW]
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MM MAYBH” DaOICRININWIQSS QAIBMNIUHAWARID QflS:HEMEBBOG BRAIGLIOHMo
921QOBIME” af)sBBOM @M MIOD1HF H@IFI@ afleermMo MM s Ro@lalyainuNlc
mlano Aly@@leMmo @RYS:AN@” afaN” ENMIHHI0. RIGIQULQITUONY DHAADHHHIMNZBS
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92IQD- af)IMIM VINWIZ] ERYH®:eF AUBNNAILAITVOQHS ERSIOMOWIT HHS1q|IH3aM
0020IR OOV MVIalo HEN® . AIADILJOD]HAF EaHMVNNWIMAIEM” (NIAMVIOIL
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@O0, BV EYIaREMAVo BANIEM” af)aM AllaI0I:ER0® MelaldSoem” Voaw]
aJeIdomlo®. @yWo MYIom1ead omIFIcs ale2MOmI@ ¢®ISIQYo alDEBIOImYajo
O®IF1E)B:UB af)aM MIRIVI3 NVG2OOIE3 MIEIMIBIHLBIM. af)aANIGI DANWISHU3 MA@
¢®ISla oM ©21QEMo MANWIBHU3 2I@o aJeOIMAE BRY:eMo af)am Mlel MYlomiead
O®IFI03 Afle2MOMIM@ MEl. af)ANIT BRMIEM RO IAUJQINVOWHS AdAN0. QSIS
®IS103 @am@gﬂ@%, 201a]’ ®RMo @RYEM” ROM1AUYAUMVNWITI BGBAUNM 0 JCBIOTDEMI
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OO HUDO QBB 3@ Hd®IYIG3 VB3IV BIGOI RIMY]HRBo (JAURDHIHHNIM HE1QYND
QI@BIM. BI6O QYD IBB0 H@IFIEJo AUGBRIMOJo ON2)eq]S RN MVIR021046EBBo QO
aJOIBIYAD BANOIWIEM” NITWIEZ] RO0IOINNHD 0lZI0IMo H 2l AIBERAILOITLO
W13 0B RM HGMNEEBOS BIYUYW12J06M” BIGOI AIYHM Vo BRAIMHS DD RO LI
QUBMOMIELIHS” (@JEAIUWDIHBMD . BOIUIHH BWISHS QAUBMOMIMIW] MURIV2{IS88
BRI ]HO8 BRI LEHIM GRANNEATHLIN O@IOVICMGS BRYsam” WITwWIie]
@QYRAUD Blo1HW Qmooes)’1©1§§§@”. VDo G@RE! B2 BRYsM’ 8300865 QIBEMOO™
MBNWIEBMNMD®” af)IND EHUBABEMIIUD 2 JEGOINAMICVH0 BRYHEMAD EGHINOAE;Ejo
0JBQIRMHBEERUY @RYHM” M RMOMIHL! AIBINEOD MIURUWISBIND af)amM TVMOI®
MWAEM OfldHeMo, DD RMOWITI, RWoHBINE” LIBIAIW QIGMOOD BR®1OHZ oJdQ)
MUV B2 MWD HOS BRD]LIo9HIM EPMARISRANIE! a)MD@IMIT QI SN QYOS
& Y10JHE8EWI, BRWISHS MVOMIOT 1 (Gﬂ(oomggﬂce;cs@@@o 2011310 @R 1:@]
ABINIE] af)aD” H06Md0. VITWIWS BRYBAUD BIoUTl 030 RM HBINEBBBHS a10UD0eB:IME"
MNINW1H99a |3 B QAWM. 20MIWHS ERDBAUOMYHOS DO1HSHNINVSBS BRNOIGHIUdo
@RVIWBANTEL. af)IMIB3 BRYALo MYITNHM H®IY1LNSH® @RSIAWIG M1aMo &:S1WIM@3
Mo QMM BRYSBMN® MeHABS HEDIYIT3 101690000 BRDIT aBBH |SOMVASS
@OWIBHS BOUBINAM. @Y TVIMADYo af)Eld QSN ]HUBER0 BRMAIGLs] HBHIFHE3
Mo BR@IMIW] TVI02IBYERUE BGBABAN@NIW AleNING3 ADLISICMNIEM” BRYWo
MO MVa o BHNBD. af)aANI@S OB QYo HDIYILe AUBAIMAJo MVPaOOW]oLl 2llLIdSe”
2O@@0W] MVeNIEEMO §2IYPAIPAM AVoONWIMMIETN” MWAD Y3 220G ]0IJOITLNWRI©3 D6NBD
QNBM®. d>®IYIGE 0NRRMOT® alg] MYIOm1Mo AABEal MVoVIO1s] WB9” allaDH3
GalGQ0 d™IFIM3 0ERMOM]HAF GRSINVLNIMAIW] HAMNRONTV® LWMI @T@g@;@e;gg
@M Ay VIMEBBOHS BRYWIGBAN. af)aMNIT NI BRYDHOF QUM ]HU GAN]LISS GUD
o101y @ HOMVOOD H®IYITE ANleRMOMIOHG $H00eMAWSe] 2018 a0eINIVIFIWIGBMD
AfloH1 2| G lEQIQOS AflGHHIMAD MO MO 0B 203 10IJOINVOWOS QST H06MI
QJAN@IEM”. BIGOI QYLD IHs30 RMMI aflel &:F¥l0Jdud WIMEBBUY VAN BRMIMIG3
630600 QlYAMIECVWQ0 @JH®] aflel @JEMIH HBMNEBBUT 621QYPIMIWIEM” MYatfl2fISSB®”
a)IM Do loQeMTa MINAMo ROMIYSS YLIYEMIOWHOD MIOW1HA1HHIM DalEWIU]
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BHIQYIMDIEM. alB1IBOMMo H2IQPIMBH AYHMIQYNS CUAUINW @ROUIThA1ABHAIS]
o™ 2990@ 1MW 2 I06MIT HOBEAIURIQNS (@)D aneIMRIeM” @alWleel aad
o210 21NOW B:ST ¢alB850 aIGIN@OW] &I6eMIo.

@RYWo MITM1ea3 6@®IFI@ Aflee2Mo (JAUBOD]SBM® &LNQHS MVATVHq|SEEeS
©®0%1e/1903 ON®EIMOOD 20q UGBV H@IFIG HEMNSONMIEIHSWII. H®IYIG3
HEMIIBOMIGLISS (JEAUUIHHIN00 oﬂg@uooe;oam QUL HUWBHD alBla @6 TV Yo
DMBIB:EMNIIU H¥l0jo &ellQe @G N IM@DHAW] AflMIao 6.21Qeq |SON. af)aNIT3
20®101§AUMNV1G8 dDIFIERUE ERYBHUBENISVIGE All®EMo 2R ]IN® RMo
OHENBIEM. BRENO® GZ20L(] §2190MBB BOIGHS HF1EAI BREIMWANEWI TLEAGERI BRE].
UM HU3EH BRAIBAOS HFlajo GREIM2NQe @RAAVA L]’ MVIPaO AW MVIMIDTGHAIWVe
OM® MelY]eLlHs TVIDE@DHRIW] Galdd008 S 1N BIMIWIM” YO0 H®IFIG3
aflezmmo aﬂ(ahzﬂgggm“. a)IMI@3 MYQINZHBW MANYA MVPO@®]E3 M1LINT @SB
MLIMION - TVIGYaOTd BRIVACDEEBOS BREMaIST MIMIBTMmIMo GRUWIKD QIGWNEBRU3
OHHRHNIW00 Nl2]RANSRIM MMIODo ERUHI00)0 BREDAIS] DSOIMo OB KOBNAIWIEM”
200101§2INOY GO O®IFI@ afllezzMo M1RIMIBOD IR @Yo N1 H®IFIE3
aflezmMo IR0 iMIW] AMVAUIHO A JDHH 2N TQINDo MVOIMIADT|HAIW] @RAINO OR)
9 |SADINDo @RYNQYEMIIUT, HO@AUBINTHABN NI@o AN2IABR BT BRSOHTD QIJAITVO
ARG RIGAULAUTVOY” BRGHHOM H@IFI@ AflzE2Mo. BRG AMVaHOO AfleeISlo ().
O®0¥1eSERO8 RO MSEERUY @RYSS] MG AMVAUIBOS BUOAHIHUIHH RITIWOS GRS
QJEHILDHIME @RD AT Ql@.2). VOGO, 12001 QEANOIMBS AMAUIBOS Hh¥laflom
OLI®IBH]. BREBBOM H®IFIT AflEMo HBHIMNE” @RYWo MO ag)aMIEEMI QflRIAIMo
921Q®” ER®1HMBHWINGS AllaldI®o ERYWIGBIN L20GTAUJAUTVOY” BRHOOD H®IFII
aflezmMo. MIREBBBHS TVMIOD af)sBBOHMWIM AUSEBMMODAN ADENBHAIW B21033R6M
@YWo MYIOD G210312|@. HABHHHBVIE3 MOMIAD B> 210D QEMIZHAL2] “GRWGIOI
2683608 B013A3”7 EYSBIM TVIMIABTBHMWo MIAMIM” MVfB00R0WI@BAN]E]. 02268303
MIMION B0 AUSGBIN®” (JILOAT S0V H®IFID QfleRMOM 1O Afle:0TVOD]EJHSWQo
@RD@]OM MVa0IW]HBAM BHEMUIG AflBHIMVOWIEIHSV BRYHEMANIM” MO HBO G-
HEMIBOM1OM MayHH® (Neutrality) 20@10150IMOQ" @M §R0WITBMOAICEI0. @RYWM ]S
)y Wloel 201e|tbg103 cG®Iglalem] af)FEHNINZ® “@odt% RIOHU” BRYWIVBHEMHN
Mo, BHUIMO HAUCHNMNEDo RWIMT @1RYUYI@1WIHEI MVa0IW] BRYECHMEDo “DWAN
200 1H03” @RYGHEMHDMMo RWIG3 MOMAILNGE @HAM af)§® 100l MSa lLINABEMINUd
2012100 o JOOm” @RELYIA IS8 BRYW ¢RIell EMILBIM BRYSo RWILNMGOW” af) TNTWIGI
@RWIGHS 20M]OBHIMNE” @0 BWIUT EMISIa]eMT §.21QMo af)aM RWIG MDA
QM1 mmg«sﬂ@as QAMIWIEM. B BRYWo MJIOM1HM3 QHmIVEe]. 20103 of)OD
INEMINS BOIUS BOWIGHS R0B OIS AI@o O®IFIBI GG {IM” @oAII0A]
2100 3080V 2096 |FIMD Mo DSWMD af) N BOEMALISNWYOS aJS1ejo mcrgmﬂ
Q0S18a9&HMMIE! ag)amoem” My alla leBaN®.
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& EMNBOMNAG NaHYHUDOW MY allq flajos0ene”Can Adam Smith challenge Manu? Caste
and the free market in India ag)am GRIINOMIG3 020E:RI@ MEBBOHM af) DN, “BGEMUIIS0
SHQOM  GROLNHNHINOEVI  HAUSTM  G220L/H9INOEVWI  CAUBD]BIHBMHEWI  ERAIGOIS
aflealalMo &M 1HBEHHEWI @mgfmﬂ%l). &HCMUIBo BRILNBNHINO QIMIBH RIGYHNIQ af)BINI
aflNIHs RIM1HHIA af)BANI HH0eMANIEL BRAIASS aB@3qla] G220Li H® MW 6219003
alQaOEeM=0 )’ D@D HEMUIBo BMIBSBIND® . 06NZ OIS HUBHS MSWI@I
@ell aly® 0o MRIM1G3EBM0IE; 13 @RAIBESISWIeR] H1SACINOOMILINS 63T MIUd
@RAIMOS el DLIYN0H:D: @A @mg;o”. OO@IONITI HEMIOBo BT MlaHHH MNIaIMo
@YD Galoeo JICWIW]H20W] BT MVPOATIMHOAD af)Lld QG2 IMEREEWo
@®lanefla [lesam 8aMIem” A@LINGIOM $HEMIIBo af)aMIEM MV GRIAIMOMIAEINS BREZa00
210 EA1SsI®’ (Ram Kumar, 2021)". a®englom &emiogomles @yae Mflomlead
@R3UDYHA0E! (JAUBOD]ABSIM®. ERAIOS BRBHEBOS RO, Ao, AUBWRo, Moo, £flowo,
eI 1GHh®, AIVIVOLIC BHHH NG WMV (ARG IABMDME af)AND alOAVYNIW A0
LYMO6M". HEMINB(JEGWINEBBRAHG @RSITVNIMAHH]T AAGLIMIVIW D DBBGEA IV @HAN
OOIODIT HEMIOBo MaHYHHUD o JRIGOMITD alpaM 3G MuNdalMo @HANWIEN” af)an’
@06M0. af)IMI@ 20G]QUAUTVO D@ ICNIT MA@ 2E] (JEWINOMEjo E20®1AIEAL2 IS
@RMZLNBBIN MVIPa0y VN IMAEM. ERAIHSWITM” @Y MM 1O H®IFI@3 afleem
Qlo (mmg(oﬂmﬂael 20®1a1y0InnQo QI¥la E1IQM®. cVINNWY" QMY MO@BEMIIgo
0(80(?)30 0 (éGTT)’I(TUOJo 9Nl (JEWINMIWIDPIW] MILIMI@HBo af)an” alOQAN®”
Galoeel HAUSOMAUGBOS HAc1gIm” 2JQo HEMIOBo 0683 1WILI0 HQOMAUND &S] al@lwen]
GHNENE 0Ll QIO BT MVIWID® HEMNBTDINGHODENE". af)aMIM3 R0 1QIJOITVOY”
BRBO WINWIQOS @IRYRBABUD BoW1HBs BGlENEJ BRWIBHS RID] EHMW1YH® amIYlells
O1N” HQUSI D@3 Ba oM Bl D QY@ §00Ve AMANEMQ @GRYWo TYITHIEM o
aloaye allMlae MIWIALIOD Mg WOIEBEGLIH M0GIMIdEmD.

9a1TM0aNI00

O®IYIT aleRMOMING MIWIDHOB|]] 0102102100V TEBINAIB @Y™ (N)19e”
alHH00V EalERIYe MNIMEaNIo BOHN. allG3INILITD Ofld:TUIEHIMB Ealdd:am
A®LNSITMOHOD GHIEMM® 1Mo AMGal BIDTOMalF] al0amm ERYSIWIGMD MWW
@3, ER@OH6NE” ®HAN HMIFIT AfleERM MVIRLIIMOHOD A IFIWYBS @RYWo MO 1Ha3
MOWAMEBBUBSH @MID MOEIND 0Bl BYBHUY ARV atjon19Qo (Schumpeter,
2006)", 02a¥lgo (Rashid, 1998)°. ag)aMO@3 MYaNA, B y20eeni@d (Skinner and Campbell,
1976)", @oa1ma (Viner, 1991)* @searlwaid mylomload omoslas alleem mleLIMOm1 a3
®M120® o 19D6M 2]0Id BRYWI@BAN. @RYWo N 1H03 dE@IYIGE aflezm TUIRLIADH O
219188 @GREHIBAIH: GalAI®IAI0JRU3 af)aD ®OHAN BRYAEME]1Ljo BREZOODINF o JTND
OO EJHS HSADGAINGHEMINNE MDY QUM ENIBHH BROTWING HFlQMN® LSO
HEMI0g alyINAI®IQeS all:00e0Mma|g], RN EREBMINIAOMIWY Afl&:IVMAVI
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WIDHOB allQYBB D0.a] GMNIOWIOMILINEM” @Yo MO H@IFI@ QNRRMOOMq|]]
MVoMVIA] 2| AN HEMIIG AlBHITVOD]NG o 10EAYDWIG3 @Y™ @Yo MO’
O®IYI@ RRMOBH CMSEROS @@‘Ioﬂéhﬁ@“. Ga 0Ly’ eRaIm” AdS1ERIHs BOME:
So QI8EEMED]L] )N BRSITVOIM MVE:Tq |NOD]LIEM” @RYALo YO MO RMaO1®
A®eg1omHCm M1B2016.2|3OHIFSI®. af)IMIT H@ NIV ABZEMIaIU]B:E80gL:S],
QM HGOS MVNOAPYEBOZ HAUBAD B “Ga LNV’ ¢IRglom” @M’ AIYHIW]
eel R20@1alyaINNHS MSEMla{INIw] am allgdaimo am@m‘lggg@”. LIOG1QOS MILI®]
Ao 38F108 Q1AM IQHS HaIBAIQEROHS DB 2fIIN® Al HMIQYNS @AM ERYOLIVWAIW
SNWIVT QI8RO OWSHBMDIGE R0l 0ITLN ONlRW ). BRAIGoWdo TVoRAINABIM
A HOB EMABAULIHN MSAD B> af)AN® ag«sﬂmfla)el Galoerflav”equgland wadonoe @yl
@M. MYOIVIPEI Ga LIV ¢IRg” AlieMINOS AVNDADIOCD H0IGIMER]IU3 @Yo
nlom1aag caloeflay” eqng” AlyamITVI®E@ SO 1MW MILIHH:0SBAN@OEM. HEMIOS
1903 MaYHHD V@ @RYEM” @RYWo TYIOD @A QNEAd2IMICDEH H®IYIDS QM
MRLIAVOHAD D0 {2, HENIISHOD) NaOD IAIDMIANO] 2] MVIMIAN B 2IANBHAHS” GaldLjo
HEMNBON]HA NYHUDW]G3 Mod@o NIV af)MM@IEM” TV Jo. HEMIOS
O1@3 V(B 1NV MSHAISMN@IG3 QAUSNIQYHS TVMUAo aleMOjo al30V)e BOHH
MBEMIVHEBBRIW CLISHHEBBUY BIRYHEMAN 0 o] GNIIW o BRAIBHBNEI0 DNBOWIGT.
A®LNSIOM  HEMIISOILOITVOQHS HILITMo MANIWIE ROMIQIYOITVOQe GR®1HAY
@RW1a00 aflegalallmosm @"]asﬂoe;ggo alefl 02096ERUY BMVALIO® Mo DS af)IN®”
Malla {lESIM®’ BHENISODIM 0 JOOID” 5IEHHI0IW MIGHBIN BOMESERSIL] GOINE®”
002" SHEMUISOM B HSHAISAN BOMEZESO MHANWIGM” GAUNMBD af)aNIGIM . LI OH6)
®190Q38s 3@ 2MIWlal®} @@ 1H06Mo af)m MILIYIG3 “0MVo0IEeMo” &:IRINO0MA QS
6000000 (JEGVWIWAICLMTWo @RYHEMAM” AMEINSITID HEAUISOM @ af)6BROMWIE”
2001 @JAUGONABIMND®” af)IMNOIQIN @Yo aloWlel. DANIV]oLl a INIGHEITHU3
@RMBGHAIMOMIEJHSWo (®I3E3, 1903)” moag@m(oﬁo@@(omm1edasq@o (Wyllanav;
1952)*° AUMIGMAIIAITVOY” BRHEODED  (@JCOIUTIHBEMIIUE @RAIBHS  Malea |FAN®”
BOEMALISMIAIEAIW MoQIAEMAJo AGIMA MYOBHDHSBo @BIRYSM'. ald:00 BRAIBHS” 09)130*0@”
@1216eIVA 2168BLIGU3 BRYaM. @RYALo YO aflE820IMoe a1Q ANlEAdald: GHEMII8AILOI
muNleeIds” MVIMADAIW] (@I AN @RYQIN NIV (WEUHIQo MVIPaOYYLIW
MOJo @RYSM” HAM YA BOEMALISM MVoAIREMAMILNS alANIHH LMD BHUIBH MTIL VG,
af)aMIM@3 HAN0 MHBHNIM BHF1WIMD CLISMIA IRV BRAVAGINAJo, (Structural Inequality
of Thomas Sowell) (Doleac, 2020)* aflada1ei 5o @:0mME1R1H80M BOEMALISMI MoV B:HD:
8o HEMIE alyAUMNRSS|I6 201 ERMEANGENME FENGTV]GRIeHIIM” Dam loel
alaMIBH RN HO8 NWIHBINDY.
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@RSINWI@MIAM” MU MICLIABBS
@R UYMIBH QYOS MNSHID):
LI H AW DTN 2101@II06EBUD

GAI. WIBHNIMNI’ BDMINAV’
@RV, 0@ JIanVE,
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Mo @aDo

326806M1WM3 — AlaHeMO] BRYWMIBHGWILJHSWIAD” oﬂé(\»en(ma)@m ail
€alBlaf RO HBIVIGBAN VVETVERU AAVHIHOMD 2 IB0NWIGRISN af)TMOQ|SD.
CUYMIH80W1 e 99005 VO1EBUI ERYWMIHMWS @BRIS]- (T}g)(fzi— D@ a 10
063BE16J0S DPIFOVSS VVOTEERBIVW] ERSWIBH|SAN. EI®]OHF 2IT@a 000V
QPHN0 EHOSOMIOL! BRSIADHBHS AMVAHYAUEIEEMAD]EJHSWIEN. BRSBFTIMIBOD
9o ]SIBaN @RS1ABU3 21BI@ODIELIHS HWOIABINIOAF HIGHBIM” BRYB 0Ll
DLIVIBEMOIAULIHBHS EH(3 BRYUWo. CLIMH:AUWO af)M EGMIAIDB3 MH®1H(F BOS
IRV’ 519083 BRYUMTBHOIBIM®]NF a1006EBOHS 2I0W16) 2|FHBHWIEM” D
aloMo.

@ICANIAMAUIABHUWB ¢ BRYWM B, mcr(pu“, @RSInOmo

A lDOMINIM0MQIMEIDLI EH081VRN®OD L] BRYUMIHOWSS QB l05eloMm
@RMHLNHSLHS NITWIE 2|SONR1H6aM @RYEILIMMIEM” GHISIMIV” A30NWHS °LI0
®HAUWo. 2] GHIUWDIQYHS AIMAVIANODLO, ERWIBHS BRSIAWIWV A LIV alDEJaV]
6)038 @M IR1UMBLN, GHIUDIWOS N UD cﬂ@amﬂsmg L0, @RAMLMIVW MHMD]BIYHS
QOMAVIANOBHLO, qcs(ooom«»amg HLO. MYSHNOQ QOMWIG3 HBELIOIV]IGRITIGMHHIUI
GH08T1W2101(@0 1006808 YE1®MROWIRIABAN @RYAILIMAIGN” MOATD B06eMIo. AlGUd
osmgdo «ms1oeagosmgo 20100measQo Rlallmoe @RYAILOMIBBINDIEINS BRANHILIHGID
¢H081VMVPOCNIG MSAN BRYUMB:®IIVNIW AIQEBBSOS GRSIAMSIEM” EMIAUTI
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M2 JOGBIND® . BRGOHG GH(@Bo A0V af)aMM alMIMILJHIBIW0 alDEJIV ag)aM @S]
2Q2eM’. 201 AYS1@ al0leBI &51WIeM. ®MIEE &1l @rolal afllsywlejes ¢al
GBI IGBULOMIEINS @RIV mgg@m@o@@ MEIHQo 6)21QaT.

aJRIVHO GO @ 2SS TV]RISBAN EGMINIGS ALIVISOBIDLIME] DAY § D EIAMHAN
@RHHILIOD 0 JDAWIVTBINHAIM” M@ @ aJNE1Hn06mM12fIgms" (62R06&" DBMIWo,
1997:40). 50810 =10flmo @RYWM1EH@QAIW]T B:00 MW MoLIGaHU o |SIN® MOlleOs
2@1HE1e8mm. MOIIN1Bges 21aldmaImegleeloso mcrqgwomemmkaeloe@o (eleplole]
eﬂq)mg”cmmm%e@mam“. GBRANILIOCID) @Wmomm)gos alIsg], 0, &Soml gﬂoﬂ@mgas
@JNRAIEIEeMMRIW]F06M” AT HSMOAUGBAND. ‘mogmﬂelmaa’ af) @O BHIME” HeMIsNIg1an
@BRERLAIGBMOHAINVO BB TOM af)EBBOHM NGO IBLHEMOHAMDo BMNIAIBS A IOWND. a 18]
20190 213M®OPDIE0 2laMO120@ 2MIBH1® AU IPIVANAICIOD IO MY ald
226" GMIAIHLIAM” DMIAEM IR’ aloQaM (1992:31). “DMYClOMO®]HAF MYEWIWM
ANeIaHIMOIY®IEO 21ITDEAECMIN 2VBONIW B1ANEWIEM” LI HAUW 021 ]1DIHHUI
DEIEH0 ME@VITMIBHBHS EMOO AILH2]01QRM®”” (BRG], 31).

20810 ARYRMIBHmWoel 2les GRUWVEBEe TVBHE|NGalOMIG emoalLNdd
@06mM2o. (1) @RSINEMMIGaHUWo. (2) RODAUNBCEL®. (3) BRYUM]BHANBLIELPIVO]IMSS
@MEM]. (4) ag)£100IGo BMAHIBINEM MO af)LI00INOQo DLIJEIW] CINO1HHEMHAMSS
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AlMEJaV: @RSINADATIM” af) GO

aIDEJNY af)aM Gald” @RSIAQ MElO®IGE HOEG AP ME@YIEMT/MOTIWIM] all@BRL®
HOMBOMI0. EHOBOM 0Ll MIOIWIMT (H1MYLIM]HUBHH” Q12 AW alDEJAV” ag)am”
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#3012)A8B DaICWIAMISHBOS A AHHIMOOD A IGBAUOGIFADVAN. BIMOOLIMTD3 06NN
‘aa)éceog”’ 021905 2N1@6BB0 aflloeMEEBBo V1Mo &1aflMnjo @RISRV Sl
GMIBNIM EHATHBAM (@JAUMD (@JeNILINIW]HHEIE0T). HOM A0 (@ JAUMND U WILNOAMNY
OO AMAVILINSBH Qo ANEINGY ] HBB:Qo 9.21Q)aM O1®1HS @ 20Qo0 AUBADAN. af). Hafj).
GalDHRIYSS MVICHMHMQYNS QAlIalMAjo MM GRAINVAMDBTILINEM” (@ JIVSMAIBHANG).
o013 celemlow)” BRMICUNIBTMEBUS, GaNaH @3 HOBHUTTaUA3, (3@;067186)5(@“ ce;é(somqa
af)MIaIY1ges, Al 9aleWIdD @PMRAIEBRUE AYSVINMROSBH NI@AE], QYD ]HU3
magm%sgmo«» WILNOBMNO YO I@IMIMN” GG BRGHAOMITIABAN BT BRANQTHUQENSI
HBHWQYo 6).21QAM.

m)@nnow‘gsmgas aley’

GVIU @3 Al %Og@nﬁo@tﬁ;(ﬁ 09200 | 01WE3 MSEBBIW] (@ JAIBOM]H3HWQ0
OLOIRDN, HAIBALIGE CLISH:EBRHS TRUNANIW] MQH; 16 4|BH63H Qo 921QaN. DaICGWIHMI
HOUBHS” BRAIBAS (O IMIWIMEBBUB MVIWo (HJIaf 62190 af) Y’ e 21000 WILNIA
@OLOODENIUB A 2|DMISHIMABS Do IHOEMEBBUS MBHMDGIEYHS B0ISHS WLNOBMN
@RMERAIBROBHNIUY Nldha) oJ(GﬂrA;!@)(fa TYaH1BHIM BHFIQMD. HOD 0 %0%@&00@0@;@]@@
G lOqRHGo 6ORI0TD:B0 eGS0 DalEWIGMIGHBeS R1almODIeL! Al 0| MVBAEEBUS
22(@0 OO0NNLIY §)21QIMo 3UdJa 1AV BRYDBaHBHAIBNIMO BHF1Vo. BRYUTBHITTHM®
LI @IRYBAUDAID G WILNIBMOYEBRSIEM” MV 1RV EaJIONIa0la {lEnee |FIND.
HOMHOODEIBB DWW ATVO WILNIGBN 63130, czm(cﬂggg@o @RO16) 2|SANIOMDNIY @BRADE
QIBROE MOGITVNIA NHEMD. MVIWo GHIEMIMo gggma)(o IEMIMABS HLINBAIVIW] O’
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@0QD. WLNIGMA @RMRAIBBRHS @ROIQYAN@IM ald:0o, QUGN HUIHS MO )@MW
M6eIBS1G3 QLHHIM ®IL|0 enc1W1Rlesm.

@P@ICWICIMall D B} B0aHMO af)BINI BalMIQSH B0

9aI6BIH Q) AalBAIQOHINMAVE] 2] DOBBSHHN0 QAYSD]NDRISB S, NBB1ayN 0190V
BBBOSQo BRYILIMEBBBHSVYo MILING FOM@ n)MIAUWIESS BRI ILNIEONIOm O3
@RYLINMo GAVIHG3 ATWIW BRGICNIBTMEIBUT VDAMAIHBIN. DBIAOVEMAIM, B3
QIJADQHS MIL|068B0S (JD]anellq lesa 8@ anlal” da;é(sog” 92190 MIV] EPWIBHS
POLIHBHUB, HaHWQDHUB, MSHa ISEHU3 af) a1l ANlKBHLIMo §21Q) MINLOAIS QAUTRO S
8o, fl0IEEBR8o MO afleNgo AIYEMIBE AINIGRILE af) ONIBBAMN. DGIEIDS HOQUTBELYI
o0 AflGHMEBBUY BYIQINHRAM, TVIWo MYaH S16).|SHBAN WILNIAMNY aIBIMVE0 (@Halo
OHHOBBAMN. HOD0 @1@6)61076)5%;1@308 ‘2f) 8990 GalNIQHB6S’ MY aifleRIes MWesan.
MOfOS ©a IGWIGMIGHUB GRAIMES QYD I0MVEEROHBW @RYAAUIBRHBWo TVHIMTHO1863H
Qo VM1 SO Qo 9219 O8BSHNOV DM DSB 2|3 OMHIME 2J0ea]Sl0lasBM.
Ql(’rgm%sgo«» WILNIA@O Y@ IG3MTAM” BRAIG &I MBI BRHLJATD. OV (@ JaYIBdTVOTIM”
MRa0Td:0jo I 1VOINIW (JMIILIOMEBBBNE’. BT af)EHNI G2IMINTM3, BRBICNITI®
68303 @RAIMOla [1880M AV1RGRInHM WILNIAMO NIV @R 1hR1EHO |, alrlGa|dgo
MIB@ Qfl&HEMEBBUS a1G33A §21QYea SN W O1BHO1B9NA g CRIDGONGHHMOWIGRISH D
nlesan. @@”wong@@m”mme)gmoW%gg mcgdamﬂce)gas WM AN HLINIABH:
Qo O®QIRLIVEMB:GBo AUIMIAY A B:HUIMEBBEBIFS BRAVaOlEH® AUSBTNHWo 6210,
9B2200MAIM; @Y1 MoRAIBBS@?, m@%@wo®1®o—mw10%1@ af)BHNI GalMIQHUY
mog@ouﬂns@@ Q1§01000068BOHS AO1HSHBAM a0 |8 O1W T, HAVMENVAHUEMNHHLITV W’
@RYRILOMEBBBHS QI IM@HIM” AVoRIAIM MMBHMMOHAIMM” A l0MEBBUS dMSIWofIgens

=193 mseBz1ed Al Qes auowlmo QQJ(S@O@@(TU'D&(%(OT@'](D%JOO Q1Yo flas
a; BRO® mogom@:@@m@qg UIRIAINHDD @RSINVLNIMAlENIW] og(m. DalBWIHN)
MSal9H03 aloMUWIWIGNIM (Baldh@3a]M &2l DIOIHB0N GPRGIENIBIMEEBUIS,
DaICWISMIBNUI af)(TD) OBBSHN0 BHIEMEMAOAMM MIAGZUIHHIMo BRAIMHS WIVEIME:
80 HaIMAIQEBBBo TRAYOJo af)MMIM (@JOWIMIASBDNIW ATNIVI@ (B IHq|SOMIMo
Y1Qo. OM AI-(m’ow‘Iong@ (ﬂ)é@O(ﬂdmv af)CANI CalMIQHUY VMDA |SOMIM HE1Wo,
@RAMNOS DalEWISMIBHUBHS ERAUGBOS HM LIV PIVEEBBR0W] ¢WIR]q {lesan aflal
©63BU3 M@ EA LIBYMNIE:, DD (WAHHO199q ]S BRIVMH O GHIMEBRSCLINS” NWIHBHQ
MV1Qo 2U3HHHISBAM WIER1QE3 WILNIBMOYEBBUS MYatflaBHQYo §.21Qa0 (Pariser 2011).

MIPaOld DSHaISE|dEIRlo GRUIITIn@aBeje AIAM aldlaId@mMo

BROT® WINIBDOIODTHAF HILIOD AVIPaOld: MSHISEHUB (@JBSMERSIW]
22QMN. MMaHBEBBUBEHNI GaNIEBIHAIRMVIEMI GAIMNE] 2@ DE] Do IGRIGMISNUD BIRYUOW
allmla@o MSEDAN®. 2014 3@ MVBAYIMIWIEM. MOMO WSHISEJHSININF MVIYao]
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SN0V (@JOTHHUNHUWBEB0 409 BaNIo MWNEBRUIHE0 mw%ng@momﬂo%em. @a?)‘a‘%maacmé
MVEMYIRAHTLINEM” MO0 (@JHSMalO® QUSRI GHOEMIMINH. H®1M3 @oﬁo%oma
GAVAAY” MVIGPaOTHHGPLIWMo EMFIMND HHa0q |3 51l lenI® R1N®ATDH:Ud Gand
G8IGAIY YN maea@mgd@oe)omaom". afl@3QQMH U8, af)W1glowy; &LN0aILOMOTOY]HU3
afamlaileles @qﬁo%mqacsm)g‘ 8@ mlgeeigaw’ 01woelgl YaHlese:@oem” al®laf

0D MOQo (@T@goe;cra @RYUWVAIMINWo MSODHAMN ATNHW alB1AUBGMo 2190,
ERYWIHIANHOEH” H5a0q|3 01T TVVBOIWITPAMIM” allaNIGEl AVOIMYBS af)aD
@RAINA MVORIMAIB:MN. WLNIAMO MSHAISEHM @RSIMVOIMAIHH]T NUIMWEBRUY (@3
a3 O1HBM@IMaldh00, DalCWISMIGHUT BRAIMHS AHa0q|d OlWE3 AL IERHS
MLIWHOTHNIEMI G JIEMNIaTTa [l8HIEMI MVa0IW]HBM MSHAISE|hST aBdea|ga0.
HOMOONIT (Bl ]FAM TVIPaO]H MIMLEBBUIBH BRYPo B:0AIWIBlERB0. HIVEMo @RAI
BGafl®20V101e83MM®” W12Z19@3 MV1ELIHMDBHBHS @RSTIaImO@mIeiem. awlelgad
MITWD@ o af)amM GRAINAO M1LINI@EBEMIIgo TVIPaOTd: OflEaIBOM NG 200 DO
mIawesBg1@d Mlvellaso.

960018 lieldQes am:uIAYaIENIW @R LIMEEBRUD

99a0q ]38 olwoelglyes AMU0OqPI0AIW @BIRYPLI®O QDI BUNAISIND alel @1
@116 alllGa|ogo Q@Uﬁ)GTB), Qfland30 af)MIAUWIGEIGS” M@ MWIBBIN. DalEWI
BAMIBHUI BRAUMBOS WLOIAANZRIAT@OHOD 6306MINAEINTDBI HIMAM Hag) WIWHHEITU W,
960008 010G JOGINIWLEEBSAIW] GIODRY0 62IQYEMIIU3 TVINo WILNIBRNYOIN I3
@@ ol BRADRAINGJESHEN0. DD MVIYPaOld: IO (Social comparison) JuyeERg1eIes”
MG a0 (Vogel et al., 2014). allr@o, MUMMBE Yo, MVEIMIaHo af)aNTQUHW MVoNIMNUW )
ANHLINIW HIGa [0$HU3 MDD G(@)IONIa0Ta [lH83HHQe ERWLNIBMN AIMBEMULEBBRUS aldell
AHIM DaICWISMIBHUI M1BNINWI@OIQIBHWQo 9.21Qjo. DD HSIO® DOLIBBHBOSWYo,
OaHVWQMHBOHSWVo af)NODI@ UORL EHMB1HAIABHVo VWLNIBMN BMFEBBUILY  ald@o
WR19@3 gelym1FeM YOO GRSINOIMAIHQYSS B HHa0 |3 01V HOSTBHIM” TVIWo
MV23a (1O83HQo .21Qa0. DaIBQISMILHUD MD MVIB:B3a {18 WILNIBMNYON]TI LG @3
Q1L DOISMEMINS, BRAIGHS BITMINHLING HMPNIBHBHET MIMMBS MIda0J0jo alel
Gajogo 2aldlal0InRO® QelyMIGEMWVHOD BRYUYW]BBHQ0, Mo@)alQeS BRHIDE]H
CAYIDTNHSAOQYSS TUTMWo (BERE @BRAIBSHS” MaYD |3H WV 9.21Q)amM.

(GTO@@@OLQO@@D(&GQIO&:&M aVIMINJo EJMHSMalP@Wo

290101 AWIEZQ@3 HSMWBARBHUBEHNI TVIPaO1H: (JD1AHHUBHUBEHNI BRAAVE] af
WIRIQ@B Da IBRISMIBHUIHE DEBMBOSOOI 3@ W12Z1QM3 ¢AIBaHM (JdSlaleHnmelal
@AM VIR0 2l JAMNBININ0. AUYDIAN 2109 EANIYHS]E3 QY ]HU3 BaNIRIW]d:0 Hag)ALF]
03 MUSHE1H830MOHAIM SAS1E19a3 (2011) m%o%eﬂﬁemmgomﬂ M alBCanddeaglal’
9ag)AaFIG] OGBSO, MABAVIDI0, Sld: GSIHH BalIRI88 al0q BaNIAHHS1E3,
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NI®IODOMG ©6a0q|d 01VGE al®laf - abl@SQHU3, ag)mﬂ(%oeaaa, @RLINYABQJo Y
00691 aflAIEMEBBU3 af)MTAUWIEIOS alTladBaRRIsHV® - B0IBHS KIATT]H: Hag)ow
@919 EHIUB (@JOWIM §ABaO1HEBM.

062003 G1V@3 CGRIDGHOD M MVIMI0feeISMo, oﬂ@%emkan@@om) @3 GENIOWo
QI8ATYIMN. DalEWISMIGHU MEBEHS WIRIQE Ay D IOOD aldlaloelasmm@1d
@WRL CHMHO1HBHWQo ARYWIHIBHD® allNB8BHAIFHQo HaIQIMBB TVIWID® DV
@WON. DY §6a0q|d O1VB MIYPaO1HBHATMIM, AU ]HUE WILLIBMNIODTHAF @D
&HOEMADD YOIV IMNIHBAMN DBBSHNo DSAB.2]WIW] D@30 [031a (18N BT a0l NG
EJa Yt S1B8H Qo HafWFIGT 21BN ] DaleIUT1BBEHWo 6.21Qa0.

UB2UD ©afWFIFBHBOS 6608 G1VGI ANEBBUY HA.2|Oa|SADMDI@ Al QoS
a1 -6300MW” 61woellgl abledgQd:ud, 2109 EMINGHU3, HAIBalI3 @aﬁo{%maﬁmcg@;u&
o) M1V e)nS- QI 13:U3 MVIWo nené(sog“ D) o_l(ﬁﬂgqlceo(fa MS@DAM Oaf)WaFIG Galy
@QHS BT @OAITLO AISGOHAN, BRYWIHIBH:0Jo BRADHHOEMAVIINIABS MV IWo @RAIG
EMEBBBo ®ER1EISS ORI MEBFAM.

@Ia{lOjo MVoAVIRNJo- GRMIMWILNIB@NY D@D

@OI®@ILOIADOY0 AUYSMTND Haf WGl S@eBZANILL. BR®” IaY1W-TVIoMYI
Q1H0emeIERs1eRIGs0 O_ICSOOJPI_H HY1e0m). W1Q0d QUODI@E, 00aH1W (@) 21006M6BBU3
QOW 0 @RMGHOMEEBHSW0 (@)HSMald®OHWVWQo @BRYUYW1LBMD. 2016- HLI Qaf)aV’ (@Jaul
W3 M0ONMF|06M” D@IMBEIAOMo. AW IAEBUS MYaH]HB3aM HAVMEIVaHEMENMVo,
219303, HOAUNMT DBBSHNo af)MNTAUWVIGI UHRL CHMB1HATABMMNLINS BT a0 |d
0103 BRANATE:Ho TYailHHOq 3. Y1V QIJAInOd06EBUS JHSMalO®ES AIFINIO1OGHI
SABAN H0LWIVIBM DD YW EMDIGHWIBOS HO0J0 AN BMIBR, BOANDWI
QU398 GAlMZ/BRAIG MYat16) 2SO TVEHLIEROS 2UBHHISBAN/ (@D IMIWIBHA1EsaM
®OOM1L|88 QYD I®IBBU3 M1 E1HEMD. MVoMVIANJ0 a0 ]BO1WE3 MV IWIMEH1©3
mlan” aflgsmael. @qao%qacm@ NVoMPO0o GHAN I’ D@IM” 2ldh 2] DBIOOEMo. AW
J@IMIWIMEBUE MHOHOODILI6M” WILNIABLOY H O 01093809@@6)@@“@030%03@0@ Mo
MOEOMIEIHS AMIUILINSHI0. DalERBIWNOj MVIMINje @RERAINIW] MINWeq]5lalesam
MQELIQ” BRIG6ERUS BRAIG MYaH1EBMMN. BB HPa0q|@ 01V MVPYOTM1M3, WILOIA
@00 BRMIOM @JTMIWHE@ BB u@;@%ﬁa@m M1’ @M1 01N HY1oeiam
NI @IO1HF WMV DD (@J®lanella {800

Dald@VoaNIMo

W=19@ QUOODID §9a0q]d 0lwiellgl age®eldo A1INIWIGE (@J®IHHDIB:MD
Q1Mo M@ TVIPaO1Hh(GHADOD af)BBOM (Balda |SOMAVHAIMOAIM” D (@ JmInWo
QIEMDISBIND® . BROTDWILLIAROIOD DA al@leM®anelo Myallaflasim®” AlelQod

64 ISSN: 2582 - 2594



Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025 '~ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS @

00%0%(80.00@09)03 2OW SN0 NlaO1ERHQo MAIWIEINS Galdq|3HWQo §aIQaN 6@ B0
L1193 MY 2IMWIEMBB®. WIR1QM3 DBBSHNHOMWQo MSHaISLIHOHBWo MTWAD B3N
BRMENIOTDEBUY WILNIBMOITYaH1QeS MIB2NEMOMIE NSMRIW aleh: QlaO1H3aM
© @S@o. MV S0, HafALFIF], MVIPaO1HHAIMBIMLEBBUS af)aN1A! AUYENH:Bo MVYPaOOfo
a)683OM M1BA1ABBMD af)N®” HILICLISOBIMAIVE] 2f’ @0QIM. AWI2Z1QE3 H0LIOm 193
Oe6MIMO1 auﬁgﬂgg(ﬁ;ggms 6L VINIAMN BRMEAEEEe ATUICVY” BRAVBAIEBBS0
®e0lejes afleeMo AYaflendmd H¥1Qo. BRSOV ]HA0W] MO ‘WILNIBMOL’ af)aDI
OEMINMIOMAB0]2|88 MPOOD]HAF WOVEMOW o JNAM BB
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MEDIA STUDIES

MVRPAOMIWIMEBBo @Y WM B3@IaHIA IBlEMINOJo

dlaiy sl

(Oplelol BTN

80aH0000Y «guﬁ
0LIWISTVAAIGEINUIA]

QHHIS, DN@AB 676 502

Email: divyatmanikandan@gmail.com

Mo @ado

MVPOMIWIAEBBUY BIaHIAIRlEMINAD e @RYUdAIMInWOBYIEje 6.alejO W
MV RWIMOONE:012J06M” DD GRIQIMo ANNBHEIMO 6.2IQAMNDY. MVPONIWNEBBSOS
a0LIN0W 0LIWIBRIHWIM af)ADEII0 al@1eMINe cmoeaﬂgd af)am’ Ql§ SR HBAN.
MVPaOMIW§AEBBSEHEI BInHIAIB1AMIN0, a BV AISBHBOS (B lld06mMo, BaHIUd0
0000 (@JCD 3SOBUD af)I ANlaHWEBBOBE:01]" 218.9J6021QAD. AVYONOW A
BSOS (GHROM ORIV DalEWIVoYLlo BREME:0 a BV AIGRH:U3 ALIVWIBBIAHUWID3
QUL RETEI TR 80aHOUD0TYPA IONIW BRDANDOB:ENFo BRLIIOHD VYo a1
B8@alS” al3EBRU (Baleq]gM0. MVAWENEONIMNEAUMEIR0 OOSq | 6.21QM@IM
88 af)8a |0 1MW MILINNLISS A IBERUY 2JBEN1Q0 aI3EBRS1NLI GRAHOBBUY
391010691Qo  DaIBWIW]HBAM @JAIIND Qo oBO1AIGBN. 2I@AE] BRYUVAIMIA
Qo MSEMATDWejo 8@q oS’ MOQAMBINING MVYONIWIAGBBUY HIQMAIW.
2JBHHOMIT BIaHW]Ljo BRYUANIMIAVOT I MVPAONIWIAEBBUS HHIMNZAIA
al@1eMONeOM®WIM” MAlleS QflUdBMIBBIME).

@IBHHNI@ N ABHUB: MVYOMIWAEBBUY, BIaH, BIaHIaIG1EMIN0, @IRYUOANIMIAWo.,
MIEWICRIDUWIMVo

@ynelo

@RYUAMIAQOHIMWEOIMEIWIEN’ BaH DalEIWV]HBIND . GO INIW GRS

MN2QOEHIM” GO INIW BIaH GRYQIUD NG, BIaHUOHIMND® BM@ MVIPaO1H: QNlRIWMIET,
BROHMIGOOAMIEIBH TVIYaO1dHhalENIW GBI, BGRODITTBNEJe Q1Y AN HHS1T3 M@)o
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306831 MTWSBINOE] BROMIW &F0QYWIB3 DUBN|FAN®IM” (bauer, 2007). A0
@RUVAMIAVOHMAIERINTHBIN EREMOAUNDNIV Q02 BHAIW B lBBBOS BT &SN
BdaH. BJaH BIaHIUDITPAHIHAY BINAIGM. BIaHIUDINYo AMVAHLBIHQMIW] NIMLOQ SO
B2aHHN @YWV JABBE, 003 BRMIHAF NVIMIA-0I0E:}-(GBal12-6H0UT1A-GRAMN BINEEBRE]©3
QIGAM MIQEBRHBSWIEM' (@JWIMAIQo BIaHAIQ0 af)aM m@@a@;om@”@@emmm@i RIaUAE
V1o MO QUSOA A IDOAS AIOOMBSB HYINYME. MO0l 22TalldOmIeE! B0QeEBE0 Afl
HNVMAIQY BSOS N[ 1BHAEMOYREM” BIaHINIQOHNF (@JWIME:006Mo. MVPaOOJo BIaHWQYo
2100 MITWHQIS H1SHBIT. AAAHYBHS” a1 ERYUOVAIMIAWo MSTMI MNINWq |
S0Mo GANEIYSS B MVIYRO1H: DTIAIMNAIEM BIaH. BIGOI @RYBo BInH Da IGIWV]EBIMND®”
B0G0I MOAMILIEM . MV IM-TVINIA (BalsBglejo, DalGWIUTIABAN QIOBH:U3, Q0D 68303
a)MIAIQeS CeISMB:EIejo B@aldS QY@ SAYDHUY &H06MJo.

@RUAIMINVODN WSS DaloWIWIEM” BaH. MVIPaO1HAIW @RYAIVDYEERUE MIOEAI
Q003 AMAHIM” ERAMNAOMIV BRYUWANMIAW @RYAIWDIAIEM. BRYUNAINMIAVHDOD
@IBIDOIFOMOM B@BaloS” AYMITR@O0 MOWINEBUT fld:MV10[16.J3OmIgMNS". MIWIR
6BBBOS DD Qfld&0Mo BIaHH® MVUWIMIBBMD. GRD@AIST @GRYUVANMIAGIIM OalEWI
WV1HBIM BIAHWIM MQo AUMBAN. MAN” BWaldS” MVIYPO1HhEEFIQHUI ggggm«ssoqm
@RYUWANI2Wo MS@DMDIM’ EAIME] B@aIIS” (JEMYdh (JEWINEBBRUB DalCWIW]HB0.
D BIAHINIQOTIM” BHIVEMAIHNN. MVYOMIW I ABBSEINSQYBB MSH ISLIHS1EJHSWo
NVoRIHUIMEEBS]EIHSQo BIUWQOS QYD TPAIVDo HHAINWINIVDAIW BRBaldS’ (Ga
68303 MB21H06q |gaN.

aVPaOMIWMEEBU (social media)

MBBOMY” TVa0IVWETMINS (JAUBTMIHBAN YO HEMBH M AUGBAN @O(TU(%cﬁ)Ua 6360
&SHTEIG3 QAGBAN (@J®1BITVAIMI® . DD DOIVIHOES ORIAMOMIM@I A I0QYAN GaldIe”
MVYPaONIWIAEBBUI. DM IO@MIANI0 YQIMEIDLl QAN RIAN® V0210 §6BRS1G3
G210B8§06)21Q5a S0 HYIVWIC@OOMILIB8 MV OWIMAIEM” MAIAIWINEBUD MSOHAM
@ AVPAORIWIABBSOS DEMIROW AIBRLMAL” AUYSTHTO® ERUVANMIAVAH]® AUSHO
@®ILD®EBBU MYatflofIgME" BRSODEILIOMIWV] MOI DalEWIHMIBHUIHS” a0V
@AMV MSAMIM QY@ MRAUF]HSB0 o BV TMVEE:MEBBS0 (J30Mo §2IQIAD. DA
ARYBHBOS MSOAISE)HOSW MPOOH]H( GRHUWAIMIAVOADWVo BFDD3 HIOIAHAJo
MYWA0Jo BRYHBAN. G.aldB§06)21QPIMINIIAD MAGNILIBS MV IPWIMAIEM” MVYaOMIW | ABRUI
BRYWM]HHILIOM 630600 AMaHIOHMRQo RTAN®OT @3 @gjg;cm(m”. omauyloflmomleel
MVUPORIWIN6BBBOS MSHa ST F1Mo@ )] md@o1%Jo£;oma1@1oe@m. Mo U3 ggggam@omﬂ
2f)EBBOM HSHAISEMo, @RYUWANMIAe MSAMEMo af)aN’1 »hI0YERSIG3 CanmV” NJBE,
s19a@, MMAYWIo, QNS B, mgs%mf @561 TVYAONIWINEBBUD UPHRLIGAONIW
ol Ala01H80M. BaHIDA ICRINAD B aJB W AIQoAIB@MINV0 MVPaOAIW §ABBUY 0
EMAIHMN. GRIVHOD aBQQjo B @3 «;‘@g(ﬁaua @AM IAOMIMEAIME] Da IGWIUT]

ISSN: 2582 - 2594 67



@ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025

ABAN® MVPaOAIW IAGBBHBWIEM'. alOdMIRIN® @RYUWAMINW CAVIDNNHOBOVEI0
@BREJIVIMDIIN]DBNIME” CRIDHOD LI a3Q0jo 01LNW QNI HNIQUYoaILIVIW] gal
0001W1o1HsaM.

aVPAOMIWIAEBSHS AVPWIMo @IaHIA IGIEMINAI D

BRWMBH®ILI0 TVIGHLNIOTEBM® ERYUVANMIAVOT]NI BB JBAINIW
al@16Mo2M06M". BRYUVANMIAVANIM” ag)S10 MVDB:EY0Jo BMWHBAM TVYaOMIWINBBS6S
QIRANOHMIM” MDD aldleMIno D TMIWIGHOISBMM@ (Yuna:2022). O@Bale)@®IMIo
QIME1HR DSHHODMI@ GaDAVENHS, S1QA, GgSéGT)_IU, HMBANDI0, HSHLIYIo DSERIW
MVURPONIW JNEBBBOS al@1eMmonmI6am’ HNIW® (S.esteron, 2021). MHOIQHS QIO LRM6B3
865 BRYUVANMINVONI@ BHBaldS” MVEEH:MEBBSBo MIQEBBS0 A l0lalWe SO

aloMIEOVW® 20WINeEBEIod Mo QY@ IMNA0W] @RYU@ANMIAATTTEAIME]
B8@aldS’ ajMIQ ABBHBo (@JEVINEBBBo (BaldB8o MVPAORIWINEBUE MIBalesm.
@RURAMIAVENIM” MVPOAOWIAEBUT MBS BAUND oDV al136BB8OS Balld
EEMOM 1Mo 2JBHN@BlBB8ns MAATMIBBo EaODAIIG:MN. TVPORIWIAEBST@3 DA
aloOo @RYUVAMIAWo MSEDM@IMEAIME] aBQ0jo &SSOT DaleWIWIABIMD®”
@REEIMlo, BREYINNCWHI DSEBEIW 2JBOBHEOD 1N ]HBION . &SIH® BREME>0
2laMEBBBo (BlBBBo DEQIUd ALIVWIGBIAUQOS BONAIW] 200TWR1SBMD. allameEBE]
£JOSQo (GalEBRS1e)HSWo M@0 BRYUWANMIAWe MS@MIo af)ANDo MVYOMIW §N6BBUI
O®S1W2J0306ME1R1HBIM. DOAMOO (BalBBU TVPaONIWIAN DalCWIMIBHBHS GHI
WN2OWIOM BRI aIBIVMIOTINM RIWAIWT MI01W]R]SBI. MAIOWELIIo AN
800100 1G16MINOM M3 MVYPaOMOW ATBUT & 21LJOMIQ AVWIMHED GHIMTHBM0.

malaidm@al@il (Neologism)

VPO WIAEBBEINEL] BIaHIa IG1EMIDOMIHZ NLINIW] o BV B@aldS ABBEUI
MOYOS 2 13EHINADIT AIMMHAIND Mo Myallaflajeeld. MODOODID (Galoals aJO]1W
QANSBHHBWIEN” MIEWICLIWTMo 2N’ IR Gldhalo oDV BT aldo, ol
alB6BBUIRH o MW BRAMNo M@ Oa IGWIW]HBIM alB36BRU, alN” N2V I@WAN GRAMO
OO @R(JTVSMRISH] Ddhajo o DWW BRAMNo MBS DalEWINTHBAM allo ng)aM6EB
oM MAIHW GT1HHI0. BITMNOHLING MVoBIHIMEBBE]Ljo MVEBUEEBEILe aBQ0jo B3
9aIcIN]HBIN®’ MV o ]Da IFEEBSIEM . NEIEAIW] MVGaORIW IA6BBUD Da ICGIUTIRIOD
BAIU3HN 0 JDa IB6313UI AMAVILINSHIM AUSHO MYRU1ASIEM'. af)MIG3 MUL1ENIW] TVYOM
WI26BBU3 RaICWIWTHBAM BT QUM B 0 JDa 368U ANMAVILINGHIM MYRVIAS OMedallel.
Melnfle8s olBEBRBOS &S (JMIWEBUWE Gal0o MoWEMIBEBBUY EalGTONEI0
al@a 1368303 MIBAHBaT.

DEIWIBo MINEBBSBHS &6)S MoWlat (J®J6BBUS C2IBOD (& 1WIBGalBBud Mdalesan
A1®1Qo MolaH aIBBBBOS &6)S DLIVWIRO (JOIWEBBUY G2IGOM a1V al3sEBud M1Ba]

68 ISSN: 2582 - 2594



Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025 '~ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS @

BB ATM1Qo MYaONIWINEBRSG3 MNSHBATVMNE. OB BIaUWYAS o DY A IB16MIAAIEM.
2100+ = 2100 (Dol +2LIVWIGo (JDIWo)
2l +aV’ = 218 TV (22180 MINo+ MoWlaH” @J®Wo)
990IMNI+@RM= HOHAMIM (MoPlaH +0LIVWIB0 D JWo)
DLIWIBo alBEBBHSEZNS NG BIaHUDLSINL! al36BB3Ud GO 2l 219 aJ®I ald
6a3u3 M131H80M 13 IQo MVYPO0MWINEEBSIG3 AVRIAINIEM.

990WA HeMIal (Wolat+0LIWIS0)
00005 Mlow1Kd (MY +mMolaH")
w218 (Dolat’ +2L1W0x0)

D IGWISMIBNUIBH BAINOM D DalECWIUTIHHING aIGAUCM M@ al368BUY oJBHE 1Yo
@IS &S 09 BRARHAEBBGB0 2llaMEBBBo G2IBOM GV alB6EBU3 MBALBMM @Jal
Mo a@GolalaM1BlHesaT.

20 (2OWN(JQIBOD)HA)
Gn (QW” eemQq”)
Wai8 (wait)
Melnfl@d 9alcIN1HBAN AlB6EROS @R(EJWIMAIBHTHHHITNE BRGE® GRAMNo AUGBAN
OI8OV B QUL al3GHINANIG3 Gal@HBAN. (ailel aJ»1W afleuoatem
al368303)

GBRaU ANIOM = dheflo|ad
GBaUYBNIO] = Hella o]/ $H0amIa]
@O I50Id = adaslay’
YONNDHZAUM = HPo |ad
SN0 HHISBIOMAUM = HAIEENaH’
BG0 @RADMNOOD KHO1BHI0 MOAUW] a MW alB3683U3 DalEIWN]ABAT af)IMDo
29QOM BIaHIAIOMNIW MVOINEUHDWIEM'.

MY OO = Gano]
eIyl

al® v

S0y Ud

218011

GaVIUY VAWl

DHONOODI® BBaldS” ajHIVDo AUIMITPAYNIW alB36EBUE MVYPYaORIWINBBBOS
@BPMIYQAN @RIV DalERINOMIM aNLINIW] ALIWIBRICHWQ @3 @momﬂgm@i MEBROM
MBS aJD1WalBEBU3 alBEHIVOMIT MNIMoallSIBsEMINGE aflel raom mleal
QfeJ88 2 136BBSOS (@JIWIM OO BR(JTVEMAIBBHQY BRAI ad@aMRIV0 DalEVINODIGI

ISSN: 2582 - 2594 69



@ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025

M1M0o MITNE IR0 ©2I1YAN. BIHWIME al@1eMIN0 MSSRAN®” MEIMINEME;13
Galoe)o al9W alB6EBU3 MIBADo DS 2IMIBOIFMMD” BIHHW MINTNIGLIHE MW 1BHIo.
I06Mo 2 JO®IV] (Balea|gIM QNNERHHUIH BRWdo ERYWARENZI0JANIE]. GHAlRle BT
ILILISOMG3 AUSBHO (021200 ]Ejo DalECIV@MIEjo MIAN QANEBHUY alLi®o OAN’
9alICWIW1a] HoeMaNIel. GR@IMIGE MOIM oDV alB36EBRAS8 MV1GAE1HBM®TOMI jo
Al alB6ERA8WY0 &Sl MoRdH] s MBBDE: oM@ AUSHO (@ JWIMMIEM.

9alM0aNI00

@BRAHUOBBOBVo Lila 1dW®o BREJWIMMIBHTOEHNINE a B OHWIT @RYUWAINMINW
QI§AINO MVPaORIWIAEBBSOS aNLINIWT (B fld:01806 0 |3MIEM” BIHWVILIMNZIW BQjo
alell©@ lelemone. ALIVWIBEIUNW B AlWOTIEje MIQ6EBRUIHN  ANEWVAISHIM
QI8 2]9S1HHIMo MVIWIBE0 af)aN BRAITVO TVORIMAIW]. DIV QIBBHUd a DY
(@JBWINEBBUS AN (FBl6BBUd 2laMEBBUY af) YOOI B0 ag)aN]A! BIaHYHS MAI1H:0
MED M’ HIEMMIW]. BRYUANMIAWo GHalRlo aflel GalaBglees afllameaBglejnsQoe
MUOW MM, BIAHIUDINYIVIW M1ABBGo (JRXEMEBBBo HAIQo BHIKHNHIMIWVI] AOQAN.
aJOW RMH®SS” H@IM” @RYAIUdjo. MLINNEIB80IR HONIW] omomm&gg@)sﬂm.
MARMOQHSQo MAUQRDOD]HMIWVo BIaHWIW] M@ (BTOO(Iﬂ:ﬂ)((ﬂ(ﬁG)@(H% NI OO

©Wmaaaild

L MAIRIWIREERUY MVIaOT® §o.0VoMYI00.03aY1Wo, BAI.af) af)V @)@k, BAU.af)o @RYA Haef],
2018 (g6, &1 eayg’ m@MaV1o ég”@om“ B8 MI@AIMaNa oo (printed by time offset printers
Trivandrum).

2. GWOI.S] O MVEAMIaH HNIAG, MAINIWINEBBRUE RN TV®M®o AU DAV Wo, aldlw] nJ6T3T)ﬂ
BENAUMTV DNGBAUMa 0o, 2015.

3. @Wwo. afluod®d G220e3aVeN3, MOBBOMY” AlAIN0REBSBo MIQIM ALIVIG] BIOJB:MINY0, ald
QIMOC! nJa‘rymkgOﬂ«Sm)”, 2002.

4. sl afl Mo, M. 2eIVIgo, GANG” @naq)ghég” 630a0’ £1206UNIR" BHHOS, 2012.

5. sl afl ayml®, §60VMIB DLIWIo, HOMO” MY, @(@(ﬁ, 2009.

6. ana deumert, sociolinguistics and mobile communication, edinburgh university press, 2014.

7. Baron, Noami, “language and the internet”, in the Stanford handbook for language engineers.
2003.

8. Crystal, David. Language and the internet. Cambridge: Cambridge University press, 2001.

9. Cannon, Gerland, “Abbreviation and acronyms in English word- formation. American Speech”
64, 2 (1989): 99-127.

10. Natsir Muhammad, Saragih Bahagia, Puan Suri Mira.A, Rafika Devi, Lidiman Sahat Martua Sinaga,
language change in social media (instagram), Randwick international of social science journal,
July 2020.

70 ISSN: 2582 - 2594



Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025 '~ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS @

MEDIA STUDIES

Beyond Entertainment: Exploring Enculturation
and Behavioural Influences in Children

AryaP G

Research Scholar, School of Film Studies,
Thunchath Ezhuthachan Malayalam University,
Tirur, Kerala

Email: aryapgopil 997@gmail.com

Abstract

This study examines the influence of cartoon on children’s cultural values,
behaviours, and social interactions, providing insights into how animated
characters impact young audiences’ worldview and social conduct. Based on
survey responses from children aged 6-13, this research explores the influence
of beloved cartoon characters on children’s emulation of behaviours, adoption
of character traits, and the desire to replicate favourite characters’ settings and
language. Findings indicate that children are inspired by characters’ positive
and negative qualities, which shape their social behaviours and perception
of cultural values. The study highlights the critical role of understanding the
psychological and social implications of cartoon consumption in shaping
child development and offers recommendations for parents and educators to
channel these influences positively.

Keywords: cartoons, children, cultural influence, social learning, child
development, enculturation

Introduction

In the digital age, children are increasingly immersed in animated media, with
cartoons among the most frequently consumed forms of entertainment. Beyond mere
amusement, cartoons shape children’s social and cultural understanding in ways
that extend deep into their developmental psychology. Unlike traditional forms of
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storytelling, animated media combines visual, auditory, and narrative elements that
capture young viewers’ attention and imagination, making it a particularly potent
medium for transmitting social norms, behaviours, and cultural values. As children
watch cartoons, they are often exposed to a variety of characters, storylines, and
interactions that model diverse ways of navigating social, moral, and emotional
landscapes. For young viewers, these characters become influential figures whose
behaviours and values may be internalized and mirrored in their own lives, forming
a foundational part of their worldview.

The developmental impact of cartoon media is supported by psychological
theories, notably Bandura’s Social Learning Theory (1977), which suggests that
children learn behaviours by observing and imitating those they find appealing
or socially rewarded. This theory emphasizes that children’s repeated exposure
to certain character traits, actions, and consequences can reinforce behaviours as
desirable or acceptable. Characters in animated shows that exhibit superpowers,
moral integrity, or unique attributes are particularly compelling for children aged
6 to 13, an age range characterized by rapid cognitive, social, and emotional
development. At this stage, children are in a crucial phase of identity formation,
seeking out role models who help them interpret the world around them. Cartoon
characters who demonstrate bravery, kindness, intelligence, or resilience can thus
become aspirational figures that children admire and wish to emulate.

In addition to social learning, cartoons contribute significantly to children’s
enculturation- the process by which individuals learn and internalize the norms
and values of their society. Cultural messages embedded within cartoons offer
children early insights into societal values, expectations, and acceptable behaviours,
influencing their developing sense of self and their relationships with others. For
example, cartoons may portray specific gender roles, family structures, and cultural
symbols that, over time, inform children’s perceptions of social order and cultural
identity. This is especially relevant in today’s globalized media landscape, where
children are exposed not only to domestic but also international animated content.
As a result, children may assimilate diverse cultural perspectives, fostering either a
broadened worldview or, at times, a confusing blend of conflicting values.

This study investigates the extent to which children identify with and emulate
cartoon characters, examining how specific attributes, behaviours, and values
are internalized and expressed in children’s social interactions and personal
perceptions. By analysing the appeal of particular character traits, including
positive qualities (such as courage and kindness) and negative ones (such as
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aggression and deceit), this research seeks to understand how animated media
shapes children’s behavioural patterns and cultural perceptions. This research is
of particular importance to educators, parents, and media creators who play roles
in guiding young audiences’ media consumption. For educators and parents, an
awareness of these influences can aid in fostering healthy media consumption and
encouraging constructive character emulation. For content creators, understanding
these effects can inform the development of content that aligns with educational and
pro-social goals, supporting a balanced approach to media that encourages healthy
child development and positive cultural integration.

By examining these influences through the lens of Social Learning Theory,
this study provides insights into the psychological and social mechanisms that
underpin children’s interactions with animated media. The findings aim to deepen
understanding of the ways cartoons shape children’s emerging identities, social
relationships, and cultural awareness, offering recommendations for both media
literacy education and the development of animated content that promotes positive
social and cultural values.

Review of Literature

This research focuses on examining cartoons as reinforces of enculturation in
children. A thorough review of various studies has been conducted to explore how
cartoons influence behaviours, cultural assimilation, and the enculturation process.
Although substantial research addresses the impacts of violence in cartoons, studies
specifically analysing cartoons in the context of enculturation remain limited.
This review categorizes the discussion by theme, beginning with the historical
development of cartoons.

The Evolution of Cartoons

Donahue (n.d.) highlights Snow White as one of the first major cartoon
characters on the big screen, alongside characters like Mickey Mouse, Tom and
Jerry, and Bugs Bunny created by notable animators such as Walt Disney, William
Hanna, and Joseph Barbera (Furniss, 2007). Early cartoons were designed for broad
audiences, containing humour accessible to all ages. However, Kellogg (1992) notes
a shift in their appeal, as cartoons increasingly targeted children alone, losing their
multi-generational reach. Cartoons have become a primary entertainment source
for children, often fostering strong attachments (Kemnitz, 1973). Today, animations
are commonly used in educational and marketing contexts, conveying targeted
messages to specific audiences (Ginman, 2003).
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Effects of Cartoons on Behaviour and Social Learning

Klein and Shiffman (2006) describe how children’s preferences for cartoon
characters are shaped by traits like gender, appearance, and behaviors, influencing
their own perceptions of social interactions. Gokulsing and Dissanayake (2009)
explain that children often adopt language, behaviours, and social norms observed
in cartoons. This influence extends to gender, with cartoons often conveying
stereotypical roles that can shape children’s understanding of gender. Gokgearslan
(2010) found that cartoons contribute significantly to children’s gender role
development, with male characters frequently occupying more prominent and
diverse roles than female characters, potentially perpetuating gender biases.

Hassan and Daniyal (2013) examine how children emulate favourite characters’
behaviours, often pressuring parents to purchase merchandise associated with these
characters. Notably, violence is pervasive, even in comedic cartoons. Cartoons
influence children’s psychology, values, and behaviours, often embedding foreign
cultural influences (Zakia, 2016). Ghilzai et al. (2017) found that most children
imitate cartoon scenarios in real life, which can sometimes lead to unpleasant
consequences when mimicry turns violent or confrontational.

Mahsud, Rawan, and Yaser (2009) observe gender-based differences in how
children respond to cartoon violence, with boys tending toward more aggressive
responses. This trend suggests that exposure to aggressive cartoon characters can
have adverse effects on children’s social behaviours and attitudes. Yousaf, Shehzad,
and Hassan (2015) further highlight the influence of television cartoons on children’s
psychological development and language use, concluding that many children adopt
inappropriate language or behaviours from repeated cartoon exposure.

Enculturation and Cartoons

Enculturation is defined as the process by which individuals learn their cultural
norms through exposure, observation, and social instruction. This process allows
individuals to assimilate the values, practices, and expectations of their culture.
Roff (1989) emphasizes that cartoons serve as modern-day myths that convey and
reinforce cultural values, especially those related to gender. Cartoons often promote
idealized gender roles aligned with societal norms, as seen in children’s perception
of American cultural ideals. For example, Kalayci (2015) found that the Turkish
cartoon ‘Pepee’ perpetuates gender stereotypes, as activities like nurturing are
attributed to female characters, while males engage in more active or adventurous
roles.
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Gelen, Duran, and Unal (2016) observe that while ‘Pepee’ incorporates Turkish
cultural values, it may be challenging for preschool children to comprehend certain
abstract cultural themes, limiting the cartoon’s efficacy as a cultural education tool.

Theoretical Framework

Children spend a significant amount of time watching cartoons, finding great
enjoyment in them. This study incorporates several foundational theories to explore
the influence of cartoons on young audiences.

Cultivation Theory

According to George Gerbner’s Cultivation Theory, media has an impact on its
audience, though this influence accumulates over time rather than being immediate.
Gerbner describes cultivation as “the independent contribution television viewing
makes to viewer’s conceptions of social reality” (Gerbner, 1998). The theory
explains this influence on two levels: the first-order effect and the second-order
effect. The first-order effect involves general beliefs about the world, while the
second-order effect pertains to specific attitudes, such as views on law, order, and
personal safety.

Social Learning Theory

Albert Bandura’s Social Learning Theory suggests that children can adopt
aggressive behaviours by observing characters on television. This theory posits
that individuals have the capacity to acquire behaviours both appropriately and
inappropriately, influenced by real-life experiences and exposure to mass media
(Bandura, 1986).

Agenda Setting Theory

The Agenda Setting Theory examines the relationship between media and
society, describing how media shape public attention through various channels,
including news, cartoons, and commercials. This theory, developed by McCombs
and Shaw, highlights the media’s role in directing public focus toward particular
issues or ideas, thereby influencing societal priorities and perceptions (McCombs
& Shaw, 1972).

Despite their popularity, cartoons have raised concerns about their influence
on children’s behaviour and cultural values. Studies reveal that cartoons not only
provide entertainment but also serve as channels for cultural transmission and
commercial influence, shaping children’s lifestyles and consumer habits. However,
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most studies focus on children’s preferences rather than the underlying cultural
shifts influenced by cartoon exposure. This study, therefore, aims to address the
role of cartoons in enculturation and the emergence of a cartoon-based subculture
in children’s everyday lives, especially in nuclear family settings.

Research questions include whether cartoons play a significant role in children’s
enculturation process, influencing changes in their behaviours, language, and values,
and if such programs contribute to the development of a new cultural framework
within families. The findings may aid content creators in producing educational
content while offering insights into how cartoons impact social development in
children.

Methodology

This study aims to explore the influence of animated media on children’s
social behaviours, cultural perceptions, and self-concept, with particular attention
to the characters they admire and behaviours they emulate. Using a mixed-methods
approach that combines quantitative surveys with qualitative observations, the
research seeks to capture a comprehensive view of cartoon media’s impact on
young viewers.

The study involved a sample of 250 children, aged 6 to 13, from South India
(Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka), selected based on
their significant exposure to animated content. This age group was chosen because of
its active engagement with cartoons, a common form of entertainment. The sample
was purposefully drawn from diverse socio-economic and cultural backgrounds
to reflect the varied media consumption patterns across different demographics.
This approach ensured a comprehensive understanding of the influence of cartoons
on children from different walks of life. Parental consent was obtained for each
participant, and assistance was provided when needed to ensure that the children
fully understood the survey questions.

To gather data on the children’s media preferences and the behavioural
influences of cartoons, a combination of structured surveys, questionnaires, and
observations were used. The survey design included both closed-ended and open-
ended questions, which allowed for a detailed exploration of children’s favourite
cartoon shows, the traits they admired in characters and the behaviours or phrases
they frequently imitated. Questions were also included to assess children’s
perceptions of the moral qualities, bravery, humour, and social interactions of their
favourite characters. This approach aimed to identify the key attributes that children
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found appealing and were most likely to internalize.

The study utilized both quantitative and qualitative data collection methods.
The surveys included multiple-choice questions, enabling the participants to mark
the specific behaviours or their admiration for particular characters. Qualitative
data were gathered through open-ended questions that explored children’s deeper
perceptions of their favourite characters and the emotional or social impact these
shows had on them.

Data analysis was conducted using descriptive methods to analyse the
quantitative responses, providing a clear picture of intensity of children’s
engagement with cartoon characters and their behaviours. The qualitative data were
analysed thematically to identify recurring patterns, key themes, and insights into the
emotional and social dimensions of children’s engagement with animated content.
By combining both methods, the study ensured a holistic approach to understanding
the influence of cartoons on children in South India, while also highlighting broader
trends that may apply globally.

The study also included a subset of case studies where detailed observations
were conducted to explore children’s interactions and character emulation in natural
settings, such as at school or in social play environments. These observations
focused on how cartoon-based behaviours emerged in children’s interactions
with peers and their responses to different social situations. Participant and non-
participant observation techniques were utilized, allowing for an in-depth analysis
of the nuances in behaviour that surveys alone may not capture.

Observation and Results

The data reflect trends in how children interact with cartoon, the characters
they admire, and the behaviours they choose to emulate. Observations also reveal
the potential influence of prolonged exposure to animated content on children’s
perception of reality, behaviours, and cultural values. By analysing the survey
responses, this section examines specific patterns related to children’s character
preferences, the degree of behaviour imitation, and the broader social and cultural
implications of cartoon consumption.

Character Preference and Desired Attributes

The survey findings indicate a strong preference among children for cartoon
characters with extraordinary abilities and unique traits, reflecting a fascination
with the fantastical elements inherent in animated media. Little Singham emerged
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as the most favoured cartoon show among children, accounting for approximately
30% of responses. This preference highlights its significant cultural influence,
particularly in regional contexts where the show’s themes of heroism and justice
resonate strongly with young audiences. 7om and Jerry retained its timeless appeal,
with 20% of children identifying it as their favourite. This enduring popularity
underscores the universal appeal of humour and the dynamic interplay between
its characters. Other notable mentions included Chhota Bheem, Oggy and the
Cockroaches, and Doraemon, each reflecting diverse tastes influenced by both local
and global content.

The characters in these cartoons offer children a blend of relatable humour and

extraordinary capabilities, such as running at superhuman speeds, flying, or using
magical gadgets- qualities that resonate with young audiences.

Does your favourite character have superpowers?
248 responses

® Yes
® No

Asstriking observation was the children’s fascination with characters possessing
superpowers. About 56.5% of participants expressed a preference for characters
with physical prowess, such as running and flying abilities, which align with
common themes in action-oriented and fantasy cartoons. Additionally, nearly half
of the children favoured characters that embodied traits like “strength” and “funny.”
These preferences underscore a common appeal in animated content: the blending
of adventure, strength, and resilience in ways that captivate children’s imagination,
particularly as they explore ideas of heroism and capability in their own lives.

Among those who admired super powered characters, common abilities
included flying, speed, strength, and magical powers. Traits like agility and energy-
based skills were frequently mentioned, reflecting children’s admiration for dynamic
and action-oriented characters.
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If so, which ones?

193 responses

Flying powers

Running and race

Magic powers/Super natur...
Vanishing powers

Energy (energetic wave, fi...

91 (47.2%)
34 (17.6%)

19 (9.8%)
52 (26.9%)

—14 (7.3%)

None@®—2 (1%)

perform stunts,intelligence...—1 (0.5%)
Normal kidi—1 (0.5%)

clevernessfi—1 (0.5%)

pokemonsi—1 (0.5%)

Super intelligence i1 (0.5%)
Ipl—1(0.5%)

Strongt—1 (0.5%)

Muscular body and strengthfi—1 (0.5%)

Alien watch (0.5%)

He's from futurei—1 (0.5%)

Claverneesi—1 (0.5%)

funny i1 (0.5%)

no powersfi—1 (0.5%)

he has web, he is very str...JF—1 (0.5%)

Unof—1 (0.5%)

No powersi—1 (0.5%)

Has lots of gadgetsfi—1 (0.5%)

Kol—1 (0.5%)

Joking—1 (0.5%)

Jif—1 (0.5%)

Comedy in actionfi—1 (0.5%)

Nothing—1 (0.5%)

Rubber(stretching his body)#—1 (0.5%)

Energy—1 (0.5%)

Footballi—1 (0.5%)

Speaking—1 (0.5%)

Transforming into a machi...F—1 (0.5%)
0 20 40 60 80 100

The results of this study reveal that children’s preferences for their favourite
cartoon characters are strongly influenced by the characters’ physical traits and
special skills. A majority of children (64.4%) associate their favourite characters
with strength, reflecting their admiration for power and heroism. Other traits, such
as having a tail (17.6%) or being beautiful and thin (15.5%), also resonate with
children, highlighting their varied perceptions of what makes a character appealing.
These traits, whether physical or related to appearance, often represent ideals
children may aspire to or associate with positive qualities like protection, beauty,
or uniqueness.
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Does this character have any particular physical quality?

239 responses

Strong
Beautiful and Thin
Tail

37 (15.5%)
42 (17.6%)

Long hands 9 (3.8%)
Wings 7 (2.9%)
7 (2.9%)

None 2 (0.8%)

Weak}—1 (0.4%)

Brave|—1 (0.4%)
Intelligence}—1 (0.4%)

Fun and strong}—1 (0.4%)
Nothing special}—1 (0.4%)
Small}—1(0.4%)

blue colour}—1 (0.4%)

spidy sensesf—1 (0.4%)

He is a robotic cat}—1 (0.4%)
Strong only when having spi...}—1 (0.4%)
Cat}—1 (0.4%)

0 50 100
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154 (64.4%)

150 200

In addition to physical characteristics, special skills play a significant role in
shaping children’s preferences. Fighting skills, problem-solving abilities, and speed
were frequently mentioned as the most admired traits, suggesting that children
value characters that are not only strong but also clever, quick-thinking, and capable
of overcoming challenges. Other skills like humour, cleverness, and teamwork
were also emphasized, reflecting children’s appreciation for characters that exhibit

qualities of cooperation, intelligence, and wit.

What are their special skills?
235 responses

133 (56.6%)

Speed factor: | 108 (46%)
Fighting
Killlbeat people 57 (24.3%)
Atistic skills 25 (10.6%)
Flying skills 12 (5.1%)

13 (5.5%)
Funny -2 (0.9%)
Nothing[i—2 (0.9%)
jokes}—1(0.4%)
Talking with animals}—1 (0.4%)
She can travel every wher...}—1 (0.4%)
fight bad people}—1 (0.4%)
Jackie Chan is karate}—1 (0.4%)
Gadgetsli—2 (0.9%)
friendship}—1 (0.4%)
help people in danger and...}—1 (0.4%)
They teach lesson to bad...}—1 (0.4%)
He helps Nobita with his g...}—1 (0.4%)
Clever}—1(0.4%)
Technical skillsf—1 (0.4%)
Nonel-—2 (0.9%)
Wisef—1 (0.4%)
Jokingl—1 (0.4%)
Ugol—1(0.4%)
humour}—1 (0.4%)
Talking}—1 (0.4%)
Football skills}—1 (0.4%)
Can do anything others want}—1 (0.4%)

0 50 100

80

150
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Emulation of Behaviours and Social Learning

The data also revealed that cartoons serve as significant models for social
learning, with many children actively imitating behaviours and attitudes displayed
by their favourite characters. Behavioural emulation emerged as a prominent theme,
with children incorporating these influences into their play and social interactions:

- Behavioral Imitation

Do you like to imitate the powers of the character?
243 responses

@ Yes
® No

@ Sometimes

A notable portion of the children (56%) reported that they enjoy imitating the
powers of their favourite cartoon characters. This behaviour goes beyond mere
observation, indicating that children actively seek to embody the abilities they
admire in these characters. Such imaginative play becomes a key part of how
children connect with and process the media content they engage with.

Do you behave like your favourite character?
248 responses

@ Yes
® No

@) Sometimes
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Additionally, about 49.6% of the children mentioned that they imitate the
behaviour of their favourite characters, which includes adopting specific actions,
values, or attitudes such as bravery, kindness, and humour. This suggests that
children are not just passive viewers of cartoons, but active participants who
internalize and apply the character traits they find appealing.

- Catchphrases and Iconic Lines:

Nearly half (47.2%) of the children revealed that they enjoy repeating the
words or catchphrases used by their favourite characters. This highlights the deep
emotional and social attachment children form with these characters, as they
incorporate memorable lines into their everyday language. Iconic catchphrases like
“Police ki Vardi, Sher ka Dum, Naam Hai Mera Little Singham” and “My name is
Little Singham ” were particularly popular, with many children repeating these lines
to reflect the heroism, bravery, and strength of the characters.

Do you like to repeat the words your favourite character uses the most?

248 responses

@ Yes
® No
Maybe

Other commonly cited lines, such as “Panja Attack,” “Sher ki Shayaris,” and
“Aata Majhi Satakli,” emphasize the rhythmic, catchy nature of these phrases, which
appeal to children. Additionally, lines like “I am a naughty boy,” “Meowww,” and
“Let’s Go” represent the humorous or mischievous qualities of certain characters,
further indicating that children are drawn to both the strength and the playful
personalities of their favourite figures.
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- Desire to Dress like Favourite Characters:

Do you wish to dress like them?

250 responses

® Yes

® No
Maybe
40.8% 16.4% @ On special occasions/competitions

36.4%

Children’s responses about dressing like their favourite characters were divided.
Around 36.4% expressed a general desire to dress like their favourite characters,
while 40.8% indicated no interest. Others preferred to dress like their characters
only on special occasions (16.4%) or were unsure (6.4%). This suggests that while
many children appreciate the idea of embodying the physical appearance of their
beloved characters, it may not always be a regular desire. For some, dressing like
their character may be reserved for specific occasions or moments of role-playing.

- Food Preferences and Imitation:

Approximately 44.4% of children expressed an interest in eating their
favourite character’s favourite food. This illustrates the extent to which cartoons
influence children’s daily choices and preferences, extending beyond behaviour and
appearance to include aspects of lifestyle, such as food. The desire to consume
foods associated with beloved characters shows that children often seek to align
themselves with their characters, reinforcing their emotional bond and extending
their imaginative experiences beyond the screen.

Would you like to eat your favourite character’s favourite food?

248 responses

® Yes

® No
40.3% Maybe
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- Desire to Live with Favourite Characters:

A significant majority of children (66.8%) expressed a desire to live with their
favourite cartoon characters. The reasons for this varied, but many children were
drawn to the characters’ positive traits, such as strength, bravery, cleverness, and
their ability to protect and help others.

Do you want to live with your favourite characters?

250 responses

® Yes
® No

For example, characters like Little Singham were admired for their sense
of justice and heroism, while others appreciated characters for their humour,
helpfulness, and powers. Some children highlighted the fun, adventures, and safety
associated with living alongside these characters, while others appreciated the
chance to experience beautiful places and exciting scenarios. This desire reflects
the emotional connection children have with their favourite characters and their
longing to experience the qualities they admire in real life.

The findings underscore the strong influence that cartoon characters have on
children’s behaviour, language, and preferences. Through imitation of powers,
actions, words, and even food choices, children actively engage with the characters
they admire. These characters serve as important models for social learning, guiding
children in how to express themselves, what to value, and how to navigate the
world around them. Whether through repeating iconic catchphrases, dressing like
characters, or aspiring to live with them, children clearly internalize and emulate
the behaviours and qualities of their favourite cartoon figures.
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Cultural Impact and Learned Values

What did you learn from cartoons?
240 responses

Try to fight like them

78 (32.5%)
Friendship and values 143 (59.6%)
121 (50.4%)

To save people

To act like them

49 (20.4%)

Many children emphasized learning critical social and moral lessons through
cartoons. A majority (59.6%) reported gaining insights into friendship and values
through the relationships and interactions among characters. These stories often
highlight themes of trust, cooperation, and kindness, which children identify with
and emulate in their everyday lives. Heroic themes, such as saving and helping
others, were noted by 50.4% of the children, demonstrating the influence of altruistic
and protective behaviours portrayed by their favourite characters. These depictions
inspire children to adopt similar attitudes, encouraging them to stand up for others
and act selflessly.

A notable portion of children (32.5%) mentioned being motivated by the
strength and resilience of cartoon characters, particularly those depicted in action
sequences or challenging situations. While this often translates into playful imitations
of fight scenes, it reflects a deeper aspiration to embody bravery and determination.
The findings also highlight the appeal of action-oriented characters such as Little
Singham or Shiva, who frequently engage in brave and adventurous activities. Many
children reported replicating behaviours like play-fighting, simulated chases, or
other dynamic scenarios, demonstrating their admiration for resilience and bravery.
This behaviour suggests that children not only identify with these characters but
also internalize their traits as a form of self-expression and learning. However,
the tendency to emulate aggressive or high-risk behaviours raises concerns about
the potential negative impact of cartoons. For example, repeated exposure to
fighting scenes might encourage imitative behaviours that are not always socially
constructive, such as overzealous competitiveness or confrontational tendencies.
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On the other hand, some children (20.4%) shared that they imitate actions,
gestures, or behaviours of their favourite characters, highlighting their emotional
connection and the characters’ role as influential figures. Humorous scenes,
including the playful antics of Tom and Jerry or Mr. Bean, were appreciated for
their light-hearted entertainment. Acts of kindness and heroism resonated strongly
with children, who cherished scenes of characters helping others, such as Bheem
supporting his friends or Popeye rescuing people after gaining strength from
spinach. These portrayals of compassion and bravery further reinforce positive
social behaviours.

Beyond Entertainment: Imagining Ideal Cartoon Characters

When asked to design their own cartoon character, children’s responses
reflect a strong preference for characters that are brave, powerful, and capable of
extraordinary feats. Superheroes dominate the list, with many children envisioning
characters with superpowers such as strength, speed, flying abilities, and time-
traveling powers. A recurring theme is the creation of characters like Little
Singham, indicating that children admire heroes who are brave, strong, and capable
of protecting others.

Some children prefer animal characters, often with special abilities, such as the
“Fierce Fox”, a small but mighty fox with cleverness and agility, or “Little Lion”.
These choices highlight an affinity for animals with human-like traits, allowing for
a blend of relatability and fantasy.

In addition to superheroes, there is a notable preference for characters that
embody qualities of kindness, honesty, and helpfulness, such as a superhero dog
or a kind princess. These characters reflect values of compassion, teamwork, and
moral integrity.

There are also responses that favour characters from specific genres like
fairy tales, anime, and action adventures (e.g., Power Rangers and Tom with
superpowers), showcasing children’s interest in dynamic and fantastical worlds.
Some children even envision dual-world characters that can switch between two
forms or universes, a concept rooted in creativity and complexity.

Children’sideal cartoon characters reflectamix of bravery, strength, intelligence,
and compassion. They tend to create characters that can perform extraordinary
feats, from superpowers to time travel, while also embodying positive qualities
like kindness and justice. The combination of superheroes, animal characters, and

86 ISSN: 2582 - 2594



Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025 '~ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS @

adventurous themes highlights children’s desire for characters that not only entertain
but also inspire them to be brave, clever, and caring. These responses demonstrate
the significance of imagination in children’s development, as they draw from both
real-world aspirations and fantastical ideals.

Cartoons play a pivotal role in the enculturation process during childhood,
shaping moral values, resilience, and social cooperation. However, the influence of
cartoons is not exclusively positive. The replication of fighting scenes and aggressive
actions, while symbolizing bravery, can occasionally blur the line between playful
behaviour and aggression. Excessive focus on such elements might unintentionally
normalize conflict as a primary means of problem-solving, requiring careful
guidance from parents and educators to contextualize these portrayals.

By exposing children to narratives that reflect cultural norms and ideals,
cartoons contribute significantly to their understanding of acceptable behaviours and
societal expectations. The admiration children hold for their favourite characters’
actions and values underscores the powerful role these stories play in influencing
behaviour, attitudes, and interpersonal relationships.

Cartoons not only entertain but also act as informal educators, instilling
essential social norms such as teamwork, honesty, and compassion. However, the
enculturation process facilitated by cartoons is not without challenges. The frequent
depiction of aggressive behaviours in action-oriented cartoons may inadvertently
reinforce such tendencies among impressionable viewers. This duality highlights
the importance of parental involvement in monitoring and guiding children’s media
consumption; ensuring exposure to content that promotes positive enculturation
rather than adverse influences.

Some animated series incorporate competitive or confrontational elements
as central plot devices, with conflicts often resolved through humour-laden,
exaggerated confrontations. This pattern risks imparting a more combative view
of social interaction, where competitiveness and playful antagonism become
normalized. When children internalize these behaviours without the guidance to
differentiate fiction from reality, there is a risk of confusion regarding appropriate
ways to handle conflicts in real-life settings.

For content creators, the responsibility lies in crafting narratives that seamlessly
blend entertainment with cultural and moral lessons. Characters and storylines should
aim to balance action and adventure with values that inspire empathy, cooperation,
and resilience. Future research could delve deeper into the long-term effects of
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cartoons on children’s cognitive, social, and cultural development, providing
insights into how media influences their integration into societal frameworks and
values.

The findings suggest that cartoons serve as powerful socializing agents,
with children adopting both positive and negative behaviours from the characters
they admire. Positive emulation includes traits such as kindness, bravery, and
loyalty, which can enhance children’s social interactions and ethical development.
However, the normalization of mild aggression or competitive behaviours in some
cartoons presents a potential challenge, underscoring the importance of balanced
media consumption and parental guidance. This nuanced influence of cartoons
demonstrates the medium’s role in shaping young viewers’ cultural and social
perspectives, pointing to the need for further investigation into how specific cartoon
content impacts children’s developing values and social understanding.

Discussion

The survey results indicate that cartoons play an influential role in shaping
children’s social behaviours and cultural perspectives. Positive portrayals of
friendship, bravery, and problem-solving were particularly impactful. These findings
align with Bandura’s social learning theory, which posits that children internalize
behaviours that appear rewarding or socially approved within cartoon narratives.
For instance, children who admire cooperative characters-such as those found in
shows emphasizing teamwork and collaboration-may develop a stronger sense of
teamwork themselves. Similarly, children drawn to action-oriented characters, like
Little Singham, may cultivate values of bravery and resilience, encouraging them to
face challenges in their own lives.

Moreover, the ability of cartoons to present complex social scenarios in a
digestible format allows children to learn important social cues and conflict resolution
strategies. Characters that navigate disagreements or demonstrate empathy provide
valuable lessons that extend beyond the screen. For example, the depiction of
diverse friendships and inclusive behaviours can enhance children’s understanding
of different cultures and social dynamics, fostering a more empathetic worldview.
By engaging with relatable characters and scenarios, children can practice social
skills, enhancing their overall emotional intelligence and adaptability in real-world
situations.

The enculturation process, whereby children learn the values, beliefs, and
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norms of their culture-can be significantly influenced by the media they consume.
Cartoons often reflect societal values and cultural narratives, providing children
with frameworks to understand their identity and role within their community. For
instance, characters representing various cultural backgrounds can instil a sense
of pride and belonging while promoting cultural diversity and acceptance. This
engagement with different cultural perspectives can enrich children’s understanding
of the world and encourage them to embrace inclusivity.

Additionally, the messages conveyed through cartoons can reinforce societal
norms and expectations, shaping children’s perceptions of appropriate behaviour.
For example, when characters display kindness and respect towards one another,
children are more likely to internalize these behaviours as part of their cultural
learning. Conversely, negative portrayals can lead to the internalization of harmful
stereotypes, which can influence children’s attitudes toward others and affect their
social interactions.

By understanding the enculturation process, we can appreciate how cartoons
not only entertain but also serve as powerful tools for shaping children’s cultural
identity. This understanding highlights the importance of providing children with
access to diverse and positive representations in media, enabling them to develop a
well-rounded and inclusive worldview.

Conversely, the study highlights potential behavioural risks associated with
cartoons featuring conflict-based humour or competition. While these elements
are often designed to entertain, children may misinterpret pranks, fights, and
exaggerated expressions as acceptable social behaviours. This dual influence
suggests that parental guidance is essential in contextualizing what is observed on
screen and reinforcing positive behaviours over confrontational ones.

For instance, children might emulate aggressive behaviours seen in cartoons,
believing them to be a valid form of conflict resolution. The normalization of such
behaviours can lead to challenges in social interactions, as children may struggle
to navigate their relationships without resorting to aggression or confrontation.
Furthermore, the portrayal of stereotypes or negative role models can perpetuate
harmful beliefs about certain groups or behaviours, making it critical for parents and
caregivers to actively discuss the content and its implications with their children.

Given the potential for cartoons to act as both positive and negative role
models, the results point to a growing need for media literacy programs targeted at
children and parents. By educating parents on the role of cartoons in behavioural
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development, they can better guide their children in interpreting and contextualizing
these influences. Encouraging open dialogues about the messages conveyed in
cartoons can help children critically analyse what they watch, fostering a deeper
understanding of social norms and values.

Moreover, media creators could harness the popularity of animated characters
to reinforce constructive behaviours and cultural values, such as cooperation,
honesty, and perseverance. By integrating educational content that highlights moral
lessons and ethical dilemmas into popular cartoons, creators can effectively use their
platforms to foster positive development. Programs designed to promote social-
emotional learning, where characters face relatable challenges and demonstrate
resilience, can have a profound impact on young viewers.

Additionally, collaborations between educators, psychologists, and content
creators could yield cartoons specifically designed to address contemporary social
issues, making learning relevant and engaging for children. These educational
initiatives could not only provide entertainment but also equip children with the
tools necessary to navigate the complexities of modern society.

Conclusion

This study provides substantial evidence that cartoons serve as significant
cultural and behavioural influences on children. Beyond mere entertainment,
cartoon characters embody role models for social interaction, profoundly shaping
children’s behaviours, values, and cultural perceptions. Through their narratives and
characterizations, cartoons communicate various social norms and expectations,
making them powerful tools in the enculturation process.

While many cartoons promote positive attributes such as bravery, teamwork,
and friendship, they can also introduce less desirable behaviours, such as
aggression or materialism. This duality underscores the critical need for mindful
cartoon consumption, encouraging caregivers and educators to engage children
in discussions about the content they consume. Equipping children with critical
thinking skills is essential, enabling them to discern and reflect on the values and
behaviours portrayed in these animated narratives.

Furthermore, this study highlights the necessity for future research to delve
deeper into the longitudinal impact of cartoon consumption on children’s social
and emotional development. Long-term studies can provide insights into how early
exposure to various cartoon themes influences behaviours and attitudes as children
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grow into adolescence and adulthood, thereby informing our understanding of the
enculturation process.

The study is region-specific, as the data was collected from South India, where
cultural, social, and linguistic factors play a significant role in how media content
is received. However, many of the cartoons analysed, such as Tom and Jerry, Oggy
and the Cockroaches, and Popeye, share universal themes that resonate beyond
regional boundaries. These shows typically focus on basic, globally recognizable
narratives such as conflict resolution, friendship, rivalry, and humour. The simplicity
and visual nature of these cartoons make them accessible to children across various
cultures, ensuring their widespread appeal.

While the local shows like Little Singham, Chotta Bheem shapes how children
in South India interpret these shows-through regional language adaptations, cultural
references, and social norms-the core themes of these cartoons remain consistent
worldwide. The humour, moral lessons, and universal values depicted in these
shows allow them to transcend regional differences, making the findings of this
study applicable not only to South India but also to other global contexts. Therefore,
the results of this study reflect both regional specificity and the global applicability
of the themes present in children’s media.

Moreover, there is a significant opportunity for integrating educational content
within popular cartoons to leverage their wide reach and influence. By designing
cartoons that not only entertain but also educate, creators can foster environments
where children learn important life skills, cultural awareness, and ethical decision-
making. Collaborations between educators, psychologists, and animators could
yield valuable content that promotes positive development and enriches children’s
learning experiences.

While cartoons undeniably play a pivotal role in children’s lives, it is imperative
to approach their consumption with awareness. Understanding the complexities of
these animated influences can lead to more responsible viewing practices, ultimately
enhancing the developmental outcomes for children in our increasingly media-
driven society. By recognizing cartoons as critical agents of enculturation, we can
better guide children toward becoming well-rounded individuals who contribute
positively to their communities.
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Abstract

Women empowerment is crucial to overcoming the historical societal
stigma that has relegated women to secondary, menial roles due to a male-
dominated system. Economic empowerment, particularly through financial
independence, is key to breaking this cycle of dependency. While women
have gained more opportunities to express their opinions, they still face
challenges such as domestic abuse, dowry issues, and social discrimination.
Initiatives like the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA), launched in 2005, aim to provide economic support,
especially in rural areas. Additionally, Muslim countries like Saudi Arabia
and Iran have made strides in promoting women’s rights, with Saudi Arabia
allowing women to drive and an Iranian woman recently completing a space
mission. Despite these advancements, cultural and social barriers remain. In
Kerala, Muslim women’s economic empowerment is also a focus, especially
in areas like Vellarada Gram Panchayat, where the financial status of Muslim
women is comparatively low, underscoring the need for targeted development
efforts.

Key words:- Women empowerment, economic dependency-social
discrimination - MGNREGA, financial status of Muslim women.
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Women empowermentis animportantconceptbecause women have traditionally
been considered the weaker sex in society, with the male-dominated paternal system
allowing them to survive as secondary menial labourers. This stigma needs to be
changed by giving women economic empowerment. Traditionally, women have
been protected by their father when they were young, their husband when they
were adults, and their son when they were elderly. Women become dependent on
others due to a lack of financial rights and economic stability. Currently, women
have more power and space to express their opinions, and others take them into
consideration. Even though some people endure severe torture in their homes as a
result of dowry, the economy, race, colour, caste, or religion, etc...

The government has a programme called MGNREGA that is used for rural
development. The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, also known as the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act or MGNREGA,
was passed on August 23, 2005, during the UPA administration of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, after Minister of Rural Development Raghuvansh Prasad Singh
introduced the bill in the House of Representatives. The actual union budget for the
MGNREGA Scheme for 2023-2024 is 60,000 Cr, which is 18,000 Cr less than the
budget estimates for 2022-2023 (73,000 Cr). The budget estimate for 2021-2022
was increased from 73,000 crores to 98,000 crores at the revised estimate stage. The
financial year 2020-2021 budget allocation increased from 61,500 crores (Cr) at
budget estimate stage to 1,11,500 crores (Cr) at revised estimate stage.! The scheme
MGNREGA implemented in Kerala on 2007-2008 in two districts Palakkad and
Wayanad and later it was extended another two districts Kasargode and Idukki. The
scheme implemented in all 14 districts of Kerala in 2008. Kerala become the first
state in the country to complete total social audit of the workers in MGNREGA.
The social audit held in 15942 Gram sabhas in every ward of rural LSGs to audit
projects worth rupees 4000 Cr completed through MGNREGA .2 It also shows the
expenditure details of MGNREGA in Kerala during 2021-223, which shows that the
total expenditure in Thiruvananthapuram district is 60.91%.

Islam stresses the significance of women’s economic empowerment

Women’s empowerment through economic empowerment is crucial and
essential. It empowers women with self-assurance and independent thought.
Women who pursue education achieve economic security. Because women do not
receive any rights or positions in their homes, education and the freedom to make
decisions are crucial to women. Economic independence reduces women'’s reliance
on men’s income. Economic freedom encourages women to participate in all family
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decisions. Economically independent women have a prominent position in their
home, office, and anywhere else. Women can participate in the economic field of
society by gaining economic empowerment. Women who have economic stability
can do whatever they want and improve their children’s lives and education.
Women can take the lead in the household and have a positive impact on society by
gaining financial security. In Islam, economic empowerment is a crucial concept.
Furthermore, the religion contains several teachings and practises that promote
women’s rights and status. Equality is an important concept in Islam. In God’s eyes,
men and women are equal and are held to the same moral and spiritual standards.
Islam recognises women’s vital role in society and emphasises the importance of
their education and intellectual development. Obtaining knowledge is a duty for all
Muslims, male and female, according to Prophet Muhammad. Women have certain
rights and privileges under Islam, such as the right to inherit property and to own and
manage their own wealth. They also have the right to choose their own spouses and,
if necessary, to divorce. Islam has a complicated relationship with economic liberty.
On the one hand, the religion emphasises the importance of economic independence
and encourages women to pursue education, work, and entrepreneurship; however,
certain cultural and societal norms in some Muslim communities can limit
women’s economic opportunities. Khadeeja, the Prophet Muhammad’s wife, was
a successful businesswoman and trader in her own right. However, some cultural
and societal barriers can limit women’s economic opportunities in some Muslim-
majority countries and communities. Restrictive dress codes, gender segregation in
the workplace, and limited access to education and training are examples.

Many Muslim countries have made efforts in recent years to promote greater
economic opportunities for women. Women were no longer prohibited from driving
in Saudi Arabia. Another example is that the first Muslim woman in Saudi Arabia,
Rayana, recently completed her space mission, which resembles the achievement
of women in this field from a country such as Saudi Arabia, which has been
considered orthodox. Iran also promotes women’s empowerment by encouraging
them to pursue higher education in engineering and science. While Islam promotes
economic freedom for women, there are still cultural and social obstacles that
must be overcome in order to promote greater gender equality and economic
empowerment for women in Muslim countries.

Economic impact of MGNREGA on Muslim women in Vellarada Panchayat

Vellarada Panchayat in Thiruvananthapuram district was recognized for its
outstanding performance under the MGNREGA scheme, winning the first place in
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the state-level Mahatma Gandhi Award for 2012-13. This achievement highlights
the Panchayat’s commitment to improving rural employment and energizing local
development through the effective implementation of the scheme. A survey was
conducted in Panachamoodu ward of Vellarada panchayat to obtain information
about the participation, population, economic activities, life style, and so on of the
Muslim women participants of MGNREGA in this area. To understand the economic
impact of MGNREGA among the Muslim women beneficiaries in this area, we
collected information from 59 households. The basic details of the Muslim women
MGNREGA participants in this area, such as monthly income, source of income,
occupation, nature of house, details of land property and ownership of house,
and so on, were collected through this survey. The approximate total population
of Panachamoodu ward is 4610, with a total male population of 1535 and a total
female population of 1588% Data was gathered through personal interviews with
ward members conducted as part of the survey. Some information gathered from the
Panchayat office about the MGNREGA project’s operations in this ward. Age group
of Muslim women who are currently participating in MGNREGA in panachamoodu
ward of vellarada panchayat shown in the following figure.’

Age Group

W 20-40
m 41-50
51-60
61-70

Major findings

The following assumptions were made for further study and research based
on an economic survey conducted among Muslim women MGNREGA workers
in Panachamoodu ward of Vellarada panchayat.® The survey reveals that Muslim
women benefiting from the MGNREGA scheme span a wide age range, with the
majority being between 40 and 50 years old, while 11.86% are aged 60 to 70,
demonstrating that people of all ages, particularly those in need, participate in the
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scheme to meet their financial requirements. A significant portion, 72.88%, are BPL
cardholders, highlighting that MGNREGA is especially beneficial to those living
in poverty, while 18.64% are APL cardholders, further suggesting that the scheme
helps bridge the wealth gap. Additionally, 5.08% of beneficiaries hold white cards,
indicating long-term participation in the program. Regarding education, 55.93%
of Muslim women in the survey have less than a secondary school education, with
some being illiterate, and 35.59% have completed the SSLC, but none are enrolled
in professional courses. The data also shows that MGNREGA beneficiaries include
women aged 20 to 30, which raises questions about the timing of marriage among
Muslim women, often occurring before achieving financial stability and higher
education. The survey indicates that the families in this group are not particularly
large, with 20 households having 5-6 members, which leads to higher financial needs
compared to smaller families. In contrast, 19 households consist of 0-2 members,
with many women living alone without husbands or children. Due to a lack of
education, most of these women are unable to secure private or government jobs.
Only 5.08% are employed, while 93.22% are either housewives or MGNREGA
beneficiaries, typically between the ages of 20 and 40. Financial support varies,
with 24 women receiving assistance from their husbands, another 24 receiving no
support, and none having income from agriculture or animal husbandry. As a result,
MGNREGA income is crucial for most women to support themselves and their
children. Housing conditions show that 20 women live in rented accommodations,
while 39 own their homes, typically two-bedroom houses on small plots of land
with simple roofs. Their primary expenditures include education, rent, medical
needs, debts, and general household expenses. Many women suffer from serious or
age-related health issues, further exacerbating their financial challenges.

The survey highlights a significant financial strain among Muslim women
in Panachamoodu ward, as their monthly expenses, which range from 310,000 to
%30,000 for 23 women, exceed their income, even after working the 100 days allowed
under the MGNREGA scheme. As a result, they are requesting an extension of
their workdays and an increase in wages. Despite this, the wages they receive from
MGNREGA are essential for covering daily expenses and improving their financial
situation. The majority of their family members do not have government or private
sector jobs, and since many of these women do not have husbands or other financial
support, their families face precarious financial conditions. For 23 women, annual
incomes are reported to range between 35,000 and 10,000, with only 1% earning
over 325,000. Transportation options are limited: 34 women have no vehicles,

98 ISSN: 2582 - 2594



Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025 '~ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS @

17 own a two-wheeler, and 25 have access to four-wheelers or pick-up vans for
work purposes. A noteworthy finding is the growing economic independence of
these women: 54 report having the freedom to make decisions about their finances,
though only 5 women claim full economic and decision-making autonomy. This
indicates a positive shift toward greater gender equality, with women increasingly
taking charge of spending decisions and not relying on men. However, most women
exclusively use their MGNREGA wages for household needs and do not engage in
saving money.

The survey reveals that, according to MGNREGA provisions, 56 Muslim
women report receiving the full 100 days of work, while only three women receive
fewer than 100 days. Despite this, households have expressed dissatisfaction with
the wage distribution process. Delays in wage payments range from 10 days to a
month, causing financial hardship for the women. Although wages are eventually
paid in full, the installment-based payment method exacerbates their financial
difficulties. A significant improvement noted in the MGNREGA scheme is the
transition to direct bank account transfers for wage payments, eliminating reliance
on the post office, Panchayats, or ADS/CDS personnel. This shift has streamlined
payments, but there are still concerns about the effectiveness of some worksite
facilities, particularly first aid. While first aid is provided in rural areas, seven
women reported that it is inadequate. However, most women expressed satisfaction
with the support provided by the Panchayat, supervisors, and ward members, with
no complaints raised against them.

Conclusion

The economic empowerment of Muslim women in Kerala, particularly in
Panachamoodu ward of Vellarada Gram Panchayat, is crucial for both economic
development and social upliftment’. The survey revealed that Muslim women in
this area, which has a predominantly Muslim population, face significant economic
challenges, with most being economically disadvantaged. For many, the primary
source of income comes from the minimal wages earned through the MGNREGA
scheme, though this income is often insufficient to meet their financial needs.
The survey also highlighted how well the MGNREGA program’s key provisions
are being implemented, such as providing 100 days of employment, timely wage
payments, local work opportunities within 5 km, and basic first aid at worksites.
However, despite these benefits, many women continue to experience financial
hardships, indicating that while MGNREGA provides essential support, further
improvements are needed to fully address their economic challenges.
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MGNREGA as a vital financial lifeline: The survey highlights that for Muslim
women in the Panachamoodu ward, MGNREGA serves as a critical source of
income, especially for those from low-income households, many of whom have
limited education and employment opportunities. The majority of beneficiaries rely
on the scheme to meet their basic financial needs, demonstrating the importance of
such social welfare programs in improving the economic stability of disadvantaged
groups.

Socioeconomic challenges and demographic trends: The survey also
underscores significant challenges faced by Muslim women, including early
marriage, low educational attainment, and the absence of alternative sources of
income. Despite these barriers, MGNREGA plays a crucial role in supporting these
women, especially those living alone or without family support, highlighting the
need for further initiatives to address education, employment, and health concerns
within this community.

Financial Strain and Need for Support: The survey reveals that Muslim women
in Panachamoodu ward face significant financial strain, as their expenses often
surpass their earnings from MGNREGA, highlighting the inadequacy of the current
income for meeting their essential needs. Despite working the maximum allotted
days under the scheme, these women are requesting more workdays and higher
wages to bridge the gap between income and expenses, underlining the importance
of expanding the scope and support of social welfare programs like MGNREGA.

Growing Economic Independence and Decision-Making Power: While
financial independence remains limited, the survey points to a positive trend in the
economic empowerment of these women, with many now participating in financial
decision-making for their households. Although only a few exercise full economic
autonomy, the ability of 54 women to manage their finances suggests a gradual shift
toward greater gender equality, although financial constraints prevent them from
saving or investing beyond immediate household needs.

Wage Distribution Challenges: Despite receiving the full 100 days of work
as per MGNREGA provisions, Muslim women in the survey report significant
dissatisfaction with the wage distribution process, particularly due to delays in
payments, which range from 10 days to a month. These delays, along with the
installment-based payment method, contribute to financial hardship, highlighting
the need for more timely and efficient payment systems to better support the
beneficiaries.
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Positive Improvements and Remaining Concerns: The transition to direct
bank account transfers for wage payments has streamlined the process and reduced
reliance on intermediaries like post offices and Panchayats, leading to more efficient
disbursement of funds. However, concerns about inadequate first aid facilities at
work sites persist, with some women reporting insufficient support, suggesting that
while overall satisfaction with MGNREGA implementation is high, there is room
for improvement in the quality of worksite services and facilities.

One of the key achievements of MGNREGA is the salary payment system via
e-portal, where wages are directly deposited into bank accounts, streamlining the
payment process. However, the declining government funding for the scheme poses
a significant challenge to its continued success and the economic empowerment of
women in India. In Kerala, the popularity of MGNREGA as a women’s economic
empowerment initiative has allowed Muslim women to participate, despite some
cultural resistance in more orthodox communities. The program has had a tangible
impact on poverty alleviation, providing economic relief to ordinary Muslim
women and contributing to their financial independence. Despite opposition from
some conservative factions, the active involvement of Muslim women in small jobs
through MGNREGA highlights a positive trend in their economic empowerment
within Kerala.
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Abstract

The post colonial politics of Muslim personal law, women right and
minority right in India has intensified since the Shaha Bano case 1985.
The case of Shaha Bano the court deal the question was whether the right
provided by the section 1250f the Crpc prevails over the parties law in case
where disagreement arise, the court stated that a Muslim women is entitled to
maintenance under this clause and that would apply to her even if it conflict
with Muslim personal law however back in 1986 the prevailing political
atmosphere government passed the [Muslim protection on divorce Act] 1986.
This made the husband bound by Law to maintenance to divorced wife only
for the period of Iddath.

Year after in 2001 the constitutional validity of the above act was
challenged in Danial Lathifi and Anr vs. Union of India. Later in 2017, in
Shayara Bano vs Union of India Supreme Court constitution Bench ruled that
the practice of instant triple Talaq is unconstitutional. This Article analyses
and compared the two-land mark judgment related to Muslim women Right
and to what extent judiciary can intervene in the personal law of the citizen.

Key Words: Minority right, Muslim personal law, legal pluralism, two land
mark supreme court verdict
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INTRODUCTION

Outward manifestations of prejudice and border discriminatory practices,
based on the misrepresentation that Muslim women are differentiated across
Gender, Class and community and observe a verity customs and traditions like
other Indian women, they are subject to the interface between gender citizenship
and community within the Indian social political and economic context, and to
pressures and constraints of group identity for political purposes. More over that,
Rather than a single Law, Muslim women are depend on the different interpretation
of the Sharia.

For Indian Muslim women, this means being subject to a combination of
principles varying from the very traditional and patriarchal to a relatively modern
egalitarian social role. Unless India’s constitutional Ideals of religious non-
discrimination, equality before law and the equality of all Indian citizens are upheld
the confidence of Indian Muslim women and the wider community to bring about
the much needed reform in personal law, which are contented with international
human rights standers and based on the ethical principles of Islam. Furthermore,
there is a need to remove social prejudice against women and to design and
implement policies to ensure the participation of Indian women-including Muslim
women in politics and economic development of the country'. Today Muslims at
twelve percent of the population are India’s largest minority. Islam came to Indian
subcontinent at different period of time and was absorbed in verity of ways. Yet
Muslim rule lasted for almost eight centuries, leaving an indelible impression on
the history, culture, politics and administration of India.

Therefore, Muslim are not a single homogenous community in India, over 350
regional or ethno-linguistic Muslim group exist in India. Cultural diversity among
Muslims including attitudes, habits, language and tradition and a non uniform
diffusion of Islam over the century had resulted in a variety of Muslim law and
customary practices within Muslim community in India®. There is a general notion
that the Muslim family is influenced by Muslim law or Sharia. This implies that
Muslim family and communities are in some way, uniquely different from non
Muslims. The wide verity of customary practice indicate that Muslim community
have either discarded strict adherence to the Sharia and the Muslim community or
the status of Muslim women is defined solely by Islam®. Islam is therefore in practice
is rich and diverse and more electric than its orthodox theological dimension.

Personal Law [law covering family relations, marriage, divorce, inheritance,
custody right etc] is a contested arena for the women movement. Personal laws are

ISSN: 2582 - 2594 103



@ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025

governed by the respective religious law. Accordingly Muslim women were under
the purview of Muslim personal law. The Muslim personal law [Sharia] was passed
in 1937, with the aim of formulate an Islamic law code for Indian Muslim. British
who were at this point in time governing India were trying to ensure that Indians
were rule according to their own cultural norms. When it came to distinguishing
between law made for the Hindus and those for the Muslims, they laid out the
statement that ‘clear proof of the usage will outweigh the written text of law’ in the
case of Hindus and Muslim on the other hand, the writing in the Quran would be
of foremost importance. Since 1937 there for the Sharia application Act mandates
aspect of Muslim social life. The act lay out that in matter of personal dispute the
sate hall not interfere. The primary source of the Muslim personal law was Quran.
This was supplemented by Ijma-[consensus] the argument of Muslim scholar on
point of Islamic law, Qiyas-an analyzing made arising the available sources when
the existing law mare not applicable to a particular case. Due to British period, in the
initial year they had maintained a policy of non interference with religious practice
in India. But in later years would prove to be a potent weapon to de-stabilize India®.
Initially through the charter of 1753, the British gave both Hindus and Muslim
freedom to practice their personal law. In 1772, the Governor General of India,
Warren Hastings had laid down that the laws of Quran will be applied to Muslim

In 1834, the first law commission was appointed with Lord Macaulay as
its chairman. The commission prepared a draft penal code and submitted it to
the government of India on 14 October 1837. This again left the personal law
untouched and they continued to be governed by religious tenants. Mean while in
the 1927, November the British government appointed the Simon Commission to
review the working of the government of India act 1919 and propose constitutional
reforms for India. As a result, leaders of the nationalist movement responded to the
challenges by drafting the Nehru Report 1928. The main recommendation of Nehru
Report was that India should be given Dominion Status with the Parliamentary
form of Government with Bicameral legislature; there should be Federal form
of Government in India with Residuary power to be vested in centre’. And it
recommended Nineteen Fundamental Right including equal rights for Women,
right to form union and universal adult suffrage.

Thus in the 1930’s Muslim league took up the case of codifying the Sharia as
part of the law of British India. It sought to end the confusion in court over which
law would apply to Indian Muslims. So they started codifying Muslim law and the
Sharia Act was passed that even now form the bases of Muslim personal law in the
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country®. While there were many compromise made in the passing of the Sharia Act
like excluding Agricultural land from it purview to ensure that Muslim in Punjab
are not given inheritance rights, there were also occasion when the Muslim personal
law was way ahead of the Hindu customary law. Even it did not give equal justice
to women in case of Talag- e- biddath, Nikah halala, and Muslim husband permitted
to have polygamy. After Independence Indian judiciary pronounced number of land
mark judicial verdict related to Muslim personal law, especially Shah Bano case in
1985, and Shayra Bano case on 2017. This Article discusses the Triple Talaq and
its journey through land nark judicial pronouncement. And tried to compare the
different response to the two land mark judgment related to Triple Talaq in the last
three decades.

India suffers from a type of communalism developed by British imperialist to
undercut the nationalist movement. British used religious identity as a tool of political
mobilization and despite the effort of the leaders of the independent movement,
the consequent political spirit between Hindu and Muslim increased over time’.
Their dedication to the idea of tolerance, equality since India independence became
incompatible with Shah Bano.

Mohd Ahmad Khan vs. Shaha Bano Brgum and ors [1985] popularly known as
the Shaha Bano case, is regarded one of the turning point in the struggle for equality
of Muslim women in India and it is an important part of Indian polity. In this case
Shaha Bano went to the court and requested maintenance for herself and her five
children under section 125 of the 1973 of the CRPC.

The Supreme court clearly said that Triple Talaq cannot deprived a divorced
Muslim woman of here right to maintenance if she is unable to support herself or
her children after her husband has divorced her, prima facie, this practice violates
Article 14 [equality before law] Article 15 [Freedom to propagate any religion]
and Article 21 [protection of life and personal liberty] Article 25 [which provides
freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion.

The contradiction caused by the constitutional guarantee of equality and non
discrimination of women and the continued applicability of personal law were
brought to light in the Shaha Bano case. This law suit was a turning point in the legal
system because this ruling has highlighted the significance of providing maintenance
to divorced Muslim women who are unable to work and support themselves'®. But
in the contrary however in 1986, the prevailing political atmosphere the government
enacted the Muslim women [protection on right on divorce] Act 1986, which made
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the husband bound by law to pay maintenance to a divorced wife only for the period
of iddath'?.

Year after that in 2001, the constitutional validity of the Muslim women
[protection on divorce Act] 1986 was challenged in Danial Latifi and Anr vs
Union of India, where the supreme court stated that the husband responsibility to
pay maintenance under the act extended beyond the period of iddath. Iddath is
the waiting period a lady follow before getting married to another guy after her
husband passed away or gets divorced. The length of the iddath term is contingent
[often 3 months].

Later in the year 2017 land mark judgment came which upholstered the
draconian practice. That is the Shayara Bano vs Union of India, better known as
triple talaq case gave India a historical judgment that declared the practice of triple
Talaq to be unconstitutional'®. This case led to the ban of the Muslim practice of triple
talaq. It is a process of divorce under the Muslim Sharia law, where a Muslim can
instantly divorce his wife by pronouncing the word Talaq, three times without any
state intervention. The means of communication might be in any form i.e., written,
oral or may be in electronic. In Shayra Bano supreme court constitutional bench
ruled that the practice of triple Talaq is unconstitutional and violate Article 14,15,
and article 21and 25 of the constitution' while justice Kurien Joseph, Rohinton
Nariman and U. U Lalith were more assertive in state that, Triple Talaq practice was
retrograde and thus violating the right to equality under Articlel4, and other two
judges namely justice Kedar and Abdul Naseer agreed that the practice was sinful.
The majority concluded that the 1937 Act is a pre constitutional legislative measure
that fall under article 13[1] of the constitution. So the question therefore, became
as to what constitutes an essentially religious activity. The majority adjudged the
practice to be a breach of a basic right under Article 14 [right to equality], Article
25 of the constitution says that if it is an religious practices you cannot strike it out,
but if not and it is found arbitrary under Article 25[1]. As per majority decision, it
was not a thing which is protected under Article 25 because although is followed
by one school called Hanifin, still it is considered as a sinful mater according to the
religion of Islam. More over that according to pre constitutional law, if anything
infringes fundamental right, then that should be declared as void according to their
in consistency level by using the ‘doctrine of eclipse and severability.'

It was supported and criticized by many organizations. After that instantaneous
Triple talaq went without legal validity and was held unconstitutional. This was
already illegal because since the 1980°s a number of judgments in High court held

106 ISSN: 2582 - 2594



Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025 '~ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS @

that, for thalaq to be legally valid, it must hold the following principles. Firstly it
should pronounce for reasonable cause. Secondly must become last by as many
attempts for reconciliation held by facilitators representing both parties. These
principles are not followed in most cases so it is already illegal.

In Shayara Bano case she gets married with Rizwan Ahamad for 15 years. She
was divorced by him through instantaneous triple talaq in 2016. She then filed a
writ petition on SC, on the ground that because they are violating Article 14, 15,
21, 25 of the constitution, and she argued that following practices are held to be
unconstitutional Talag-e-biddat, Polygamy [multiple wives] Nikah-halal.

The case is disposed of accordingly by a 3:2 majorities. The constitutional
bench of apex court held that Triple talaq is an unconstitutional practice on 22nd
August 2017. Parliament was directed by the court to bring legislative measures
against the practice of triple talag. As result Muslim women [protection of Right
on marriage] Bill 2017, was introduced as a result, which got the president assent
on 31st July 2019 and became retrospectively effect from 19th september 2018. It
is worth noting that the Muslim women [protection of Right on marriage] Act of
2019, make triple talaq a cognizable and non cognizable offence, with a maximum
punishment of 3 years in prison for a Muslim spouse who does so.

The major critics of such Act are that the divorce is a civil matter and making
Triple talaq is a criminal offence is disproportionate to criminal jurisprudence. The
Supreme Court declared the triple talaq as invalid and did not ask the government
to make it a penal offence. However, by criminalizing triple Talaq the law presumes
marriage has ended and for that man shall be punished. Further if the Husband is
imprisoned, how he can pay maintenance allowance to wives and children. There by
criminalizing the triple Talaq goes against the spirit of the Supreme Court judgment.
But it is a fact that the triple talag was held to be violative of Article 14, which is
held by the supreme court from Shah Bano Case 1986 to Shayra Bano case in 2017,
Triple Talaq has led to the subjugation of Muslim women even after 72 years of
Independence but its solution must come through coexistence rather than coercion.

Conclusion

Presently the law of the land is clear and triple talaq was abolished by the
constitution of India and also to curb the menace the legislation was enacted by the
government of India. This Article discusses the Triple Talaq and its journey through
land nark judicial pronouncement. And tried to compare the different response to
the two land mark judgment related to Triple Talaq in the last three decades. In
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a secular democracy like India, if a community does not give equal right to all
members of that group, the state must interfere. It is a fact that, Triple talaq has
led to the subjugation of Muslim women even after 72 years of independence.
But its solution must come through coexistence rather than coercion. Even though
legislation is in place concerning triple talaq, the evil still prevails in society and it
will not go without a tough fight.
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Artistic Intersection of Love and Spirituality in
Paulo Coelho’s By the River Piedra I Sat Down and Wept
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By the River Piedra I Sat Down and Wept: A Novel of Forgiveness is a
postmodern search for the self of the artist by the Brazilian novelist Paulo
Coelho published in 1994. The novel is basically a romantic adventure of
two lovers in spiritual communion through the French Pyrenees. Originally
written in the Portuguese language titled Na Margem do Rio Piedra eu Sentei
e Chorei, the novel has been translated into 44 languages, and as a result, it
was translated into the Malayalam language, as Piedra Nadiyorathirunnu Njan
Thengi in the year 2003 by Kabani C. The novel was published as part of a
trilogy titled On the Seventh Day, which consisted of other works, Veronika
Decides to Die (1998) and The Devil and Miss Prym (2000), dealing with the
themes of love, spirituality, power, life and death accidentally encountered in
the lives of ordinary people.

Key words: Search for Self, Identity, love, spirituality, power, the Other, life
and death
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By the River Piedra I Sat Down and Wept: A Novel of Forgiveness is a
postmodern search for the self of the artist by the Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho,
published in 1994. The novel is a romantic adventure of two lovers in spiritual
communion. Originally written in the Portuguese language titled Na Margem do Rio
Piedra eu Sentei e Chorei, the novel has been translated into 44 languages, and as a
result, it was translated into the Malayalam language, as Piedra Nadiyorathirunnu
Njan Thengi in the year 2003 by Kabani C. The novel was initially published as
part of a trilogy titled And on the Seventh Day, which consisted of other works,
Veronika Decides to Die (1998) and The Devil and Miss Prym (2000), dealing with
the themes of love, spirituality, power, life and death accidentally encountered in
the lives of ordinary people. The writer became very popular for his renowned
works like The Alchemist and Eleven Minutes, having been recognised for selling
over 100 million books and translating his works into many languages.

According to Glauco Ortolano, as revealed in “An Interview with Paulo
Coelho: The Coming of Age of a Brazilian Phenomenon,” Paulo Coelho became
a very popular writer when he strove to delve deep into his self as a manifestation
of his true identity. Ortolano claims that “his message is also very simple and
millennial: happiness lies in finding ourselves. Simply put, Paulo Coelho is an
author in search of himself, a trait that epitomizes his literary truth” (57). Exploring
the self and identity of the central characters of fictional works is a common trait of
many postmodern novels. Herein, the readers are privileged to have a writer who
faithfully creates a manifestation of his true self, and such strategic writing made
him quite popular in the whole world. In a study on Paulo Coelho.: Devadhoothante
Theerthadanangal, the critic Thomas Scaria establishes the contributions of the
writer as “employing a symbolic language which appeals to the hearts of his readers
and transcends the intellectual experiences of the readers” (9). The publicity a
writer achieves from his writing tasks is also due to the influence of an exceeding
number of readers who are earnest enough to ascertain the number of ways in which
one could explore and imitate the self of the artist and, ultimately, the knowledge
readers could acquire about their selves.

By the River Piedra I Sat Down and Wept is a love story, as Paulo Coelho
notes in his “Author’s Note,” to establish the fact that “spiritual experience is above
all a practical experience of love” (viii). In the words of Paulo Coelho, the novel
is all about how “miracles occur all around us, signs from God show us the way,
angels plead to be heard, but we pay little attention to them because we have been
taught that we must follow certain formulas and rules if we want to find God. We
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do not recognize that God is wherever we allow Him/Her to enter” (viii). It is a
convergence of the opposite and paradoxical realities of everyday life. Readers
of the novels of Paulo Coelho observe that the novelist also depicts significant
transformation in the lives of individuals and society by juxtaposing the paradoxes
of life closely related to the tension between the spiritual and the mundane paths.
As the narrative threads unfold within his novels, readers become aware of a life
that is an experiment, testing individuals’ bravery and openness to accepting change
during unexpected moments in life.

The novelist gives the readers the picture of the central protagonist, Pilar,
a young woman sitting on the banks of the river Piedra and crying about all the
miseries in her life. She expected to live a meaningful life that could be enjoyed
entirely without any worries. Her fantasy and imagination take her into a world
of extreme religious ecstasy. She recollects: “In fairy tales, the princesses kiss the
frogs, and the frogs become princes. In real life, the princesses kiss princes, and
the princes turn into frogs” (42). This juxtaposition of the fairy tale and the real
life of the people referred to herein indicates the paradoxes of everyday life. It also
manifests the extremity of human desires for spiritual sustenance and material love
experienced by the characters in the story.

The novelist captures the myth of the river Piedra through the central character,
Pilar, whose precious moments of sitting by the Piedra River, from the beginning
to the end, transform whatever falls into Piedra’s blue water into a riverbed. The
story starts on a note of legend: “There is a legend that everything that falls into
the waters of this river—Ileaves, insects, the feathers of birds —is transformed into
the rocks that make the riverbed. If only I could tear out my heart and hurl it into
the current, then my pain and longing would be over, and I could finally forget”
(1). The title of the novel becomes significant here when the river has a substantial
role to play in the life of the characters. The flowing riverbed is an example of not
only forgetfulness of the miseries of life but also the strong bonds people make for
themselves to provide transformations. Pilar reflects on her own life and critically
examines and criticizes the attitudes of people who might think that there is no point
in believing in a life with ultimate happiness and dedication. On the contrary, she
finds joy in life with the reunion of lovers as a meaningful intervention.

Pilar takes all the risks and challenges of her life positively because she knows
that the only life she has on this planet, Earth, never comes back to her. The novel
reminds its readers that the span of a single week is enough time to decide whether
to accept our fate or destiny in life. This romantic adventure is noted to the period
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starting from 4™ December, Saturday, 1993 and ending on Friday, 10™ December,
1993. Paulo Coelho records these precious moments of two lovers made for each
other. As a beautiful love story built with the spirituality of life, the plot conveys
the idea that romance either makes people old before their time or those who have
passed their youth are filled with the intoxication of youth. There are relevant
changes in the lives of individuals, as in society, happening by chance. When people
least expect it, it challenges their courage and willingness to embrace change. Life
is presented to everyone as an experiment, and there is no point in pretending that
we are not ready or that it has not happened. The novelist establishes that “the
acceptance of the challenge of going forward. He knew that no single day is the
same as any other and that each morning brings its own special miracle, its magic
moment in which ancient universes are destroyed and new stars are created” (182).
Challenges never wait, and there is no meaning in worrying about a past life that
can never come back. The magical realist narrative style helps the writer to take the
readers to the realms of miracles, fantasies and new stars.

Coelho successfully depicts two close friends who shared their hearts and
loved each other during childhood but later happened to live in different places
without romance. Her beloved had gone away somewhere without coming back,
but they wanted to intimate their presence via correspondence. After eleven years
of departure, Pilar meets her friend as a public religious speaker in a pulpit. After
finishing school, she moved to Zaragoza. Through letters, his childhood friend
stood faithful on the maps of different countries and loved Pilar. She had often
asked him to wait a little longer, seeing that he had written about how he liked to
be immersed in prayer, but she knew that by then, her lover had become a public
speaker, and once he wrote to her that he was going to speak to a group of people
in Madrid and she was asked to come there. As a life journey, the novel’s plot is all
about the couple’s travel experiences, and there is more scope for reading the genre
as a travelogue.

People encounter many transformations witnessed over time which will bring
about social change whether people like it or not: “Break the glass please, and free
us from all these damned rules, from needing to find an explanation for everything,
from doing only what others approve of” (148). This mindset is reflected very
much in this novel. The hero has a stunning figure that shines like a star. Pilar
sees him after a long time. The story helps the readers remember repeatedly that
disappointments and bad times follow them, but they are all temporary. Redeeming
her playmate close to her, Pilar forgets herself, and when he comes in front of her,
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she even forgets to tell her that she wants to return to Zaragoza, where Pilar attended
her school during her childhood. The novelist claims that “Truth resides where
there is faith” (90). The question of whether negative or positive things happened
in particular manners in people’s lives makes them believe in accidentals, chances,
and fate of life. At every stage of life, people may witness certain things that they
could have obligatorily accomplished, but even if they tried, they might fail to bring
it into success. Magical moments go unrecognized in the lives of people, as a
result, there are shocking wonders of anxiety and accidental happenings at the heart
of every life.

The novel posits the magical ideology that one cannot lie or hide anything
while looking into the eyes of a lover. The eyes of a man in love can be read even
by a woman with only the slightest sensitivity. Pilar and her playmate are going
through the thin lines and layers of a meaningful lovely life, and their romance
reminds the readers that there are many moments in life when you have to take on
challenges and act like little jackasses. Sharing and eating together, Pilar and the
playmate did not fully open their heart and reveal their love. She argued that wise
people sometimes understand love as one of the follies of childhood. But her lover
replied, “the wise are wise only because they love, And the foolish are foolish only
because they think they can understand love” (28). Written in the style and fashion
of the stream-of-consciousness technique, Pilar reveals that love can weaken or
nurture life. Pilar’s life documents that the destiny of life is dependent on the
movement of the direction of the wind, as if love is understood as a bird released
from its cage.

Pilar can be seen sitting by the side of a river, sipping a little wine to quench
her thirst and ward off her life’s cold and mental frustrations. She thinks that no
matter how childish her dreams are, the cosmos around people will support and
shade them whatever happens. Those dreams are only theirs, and they should know
how much effort it takes to make them come true. Paulo Coelho documents the
ideal of an auspicious and optimistic life in the midst of many hurdles in life. Pilar
thinks that a few days of travelling with his old playmate, who has become a public
religious speaker now, will change his mind and possibly be reunited with her lover.
She follows him with a disturbed mind. An uncomfortable silence often afflicts
them. Ancient monuments like the eleventh-century temple and the silence that
descends here are embedded in their lives.

Pilar often wonders if his playmate is a seminarist who believes in the feminine
face of his God and prefers to see the Blessed Virgin Mary as the feminine face of
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God. The novelist presents different critical views on the status of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. The story of St. Bernadette, a young French girl, is briefly hinted at here. The
young girl claimed to have seen apparitions of the Virgin Mary in Lourdes, France,
in the 19th century. This story symbolises faith and the miraculous, emphasising
the power of belief and the pursuit of one’s spiritual journey: “A woman dressed
in white, with two golden roses on her feet, appeared. The woman treated the child
as if she were a princess, asked if she might return to that place a certain number
of times, and then vanished. The two other girls, who were entranced by what had
happened, quickly spread the story” (70). While the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared
to St Bernadette, she was asked to develop a pit around the place. As she obeyed
it, the pit was filled with muddy water, and the Blessed Virgin Mary asked her to
drink that water. As it was filthy, she threw the water out of her hands three times,
unable to drink it. She filled her hands with more fresh water and drank many
drops of water from it. Later, this place became quite popular among believers
for various miracles, and as people poured water into the eyes of a blind man, he
regained his sight. A dying newborn baby was dipped in the mud pit by its mother,
and consequently, the baby was healed. Thousands of people flocked to Lourdes
to visit the site. While people recognized and accepted the miracles at the site, the
administrators of the Catholic Church convened a secret meeting to approve the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary by releasing an encyclical on
the same. But the ordinary people did not know about it. Pilar’s childhood friend
shared all these things with her; he testified that he was a true disciple of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and that she was the source of all wisdom.

People measure the joys of the future by the wounds and scars of the past and
so does this story. Still, love is always presented as a refreshing experience which
consists of the beauty of exploring the everyday miracles of life. Even if individuals
love once or twice in a lifetime, the novelist reminds the readers that every love is a
new and refreshing experience, whether it leads them to hell or heaven. No matter
how it may transform them, let them welcome it into their life with open arms. Love
makes provisions of water and light to our meaningful existence. Even if people
have to endure prolonged hours, days and weeks of disappointment and sadness,
Paulo Coelho says that people must search for love wherever it is and discover it.
People will realise that it keeps a reciprocal relationship with them whenever they
search for love.

This novel warns that someone else called the Other, is in everyone’s life.
Paulo Coelho explores the concept of “the Other” in the context of spirituality, love,
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and self-discovery. Pilar embarks on a journey to reconnect with her childhood love,
and along the way, she encounters various characters who represent different facets
of “the Other.” Pilar’s journey begins as a quest to find her lost love, but it evolves
into a spiritual journey where she seeks to understand her identity and purpose.
Throughout her travels, she meets individuals who challenge her conventional
beliefs and introduce her to alternative spiritual philosophies. “The Other” in this
context symbolises the spiritual unknown and the search for meaning beyond the
mundane. The author represents the idea of “the Other” in the sense of romantic
and sexual desire, leading to the themes of passion, longing, and the yearning for
a connection that transcends societal norms. Coelho delves into the complexity of
desire and how it can lead individuals to explore their identities and desires.

Pilar’s journey also involves a rediscovery of her femininity and empowerment.
She confronts societal expectations and limitations placed on women and seeks to
break free from them. Through her interactions with other women she meets on
her journey, she explores the different facets of womanhood and the potential for
women to embrace their inner strength. Coelho incorporates elements of spirituality
that celebrate the divine feminine, particularly in the form of the Virgin Mary. Pilar’s
encounters with the Virgin Mary represent “the Other” as a holy and nurturing
presence, offering solace and guidance. This spiritual encounter adds a mystical and
transcendental dimension to the novel.

Pilar’s conversation with her lover helped her to feel the depths of love and
spirituality. Consequently, both of them started their journey to see the pilgrim of
Our Lady of Lourdes, which did not evolve into a spiritual journey but an organic
journey of love. The novel underlines the fact that a happy human being can make
others happy, and this principle is the basic tenet of any ascetic who practises severe
self-discipline and abstains from worldly pleasures in pursuing spiritual goals. The
novel presents mixed feelings about the desire of the lovers for physical togetherness
in love and excessive interest in music. During their love journey, they meet a
priest with a charismatic prayer group who walk silently along the bridge in front
of the grotto and make repeated prayers in Spanish and French languages when
they come near the river. When Pilar’s lover observes the Blessed Virgin Mary
and celebrates her Immaculate Conception, he contemplates the feminine face of
God through the depths of prayer and asceticism. Pilar recollects the multifarious
ways to restore her faith in religion by travelling to different locations with her
lover and voluntarily adapting herself to new circumstances demanded by specific
occasions of joyful religious ceremonies. She realises the joys, opportunities, and
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love of travelling and praying with him on each journey, with unrestrained freedom
and responsibility. She acquires the confidence to change her clothes in complete
darkness while staying together with her lover and willingly puts her heart and body
to love. The presence of the Other guides her as the voice of her conscience, which
always helps her discriminate between right and wrong in her actions. She realises
that “the world itself has a soul, and at a certain moment, that soul acts on everyone
and everything at the same time. A feminine soul” (147 - 148). Thus, they lead a
life amidst many struggles and rediscover their lost love, and they don’t want to
lose it again.

The novel indicates the massive petition of eight million people submitted
to the Catholic Pope asking for the acceptance of the recognition of the divinely
inspired Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary. The Catholic Church approved
the masculine identity of Jesus Christ years ago. But the characters here in the
novel doubt that the recognition and approval given to the Virgin Mary may be
the first step to accepting Mary as the feminine face of God, and consequently
also as the incarnation of God: “One of the faces of God is the face of a woman”
(68). Contrary to the Catholic teachings of the Church, the novelist interrogates
the time it might take to recognize the concept of the Holy Trinity consisting of
the Mother, the Son and the Holy Spirit raised by the Christian community. This
identification of the new Holy Trinity is a challenge to the existing patriarchal
system of administration prevalent in the Catholic Church. This paves the way for
an open debate on the problems encountered by women in their association with the
Catholic administration overpowered by the dominant male community. The Holy
Virgin Mary gave Jesus Christ birth with the divine intervention and intercession
of the Holy Spirit. The novel asserts that wrong ideologies of the Catholic faith,
if any, should never allow to move forward with its credos without providing due
recognition, adoration, veneration and respect to the Holy Virgin Mary.

The life of St. Teresa of Avila, the Carmelite saint, is also the story’s subject.
The character of Saint Teresa of Avila is presented as a significant and influential
figure who plays a central role in shaping the protagonist Pilar’s spiritual journey.
Saint Teresa of Avila, also known as Teresa of Jesus, was a 16th-century Spanish
mystic, writer, and reformer within the Catholic Church. Saint Teresa is a source
of inspiration and guidance for Pilar throughout the novel. Pilar admires Saint
Teresa’s spiritual wisdom, writings, and courageous efforts to reform the Church.
Pilar’s fascination with Saint Teresa’s life and teachings prompts her to embark on a
spiritual journey. Coelho incorporates excerpts from Saint Teresa’s writings into the
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novel, often as quotations or reflections. These passages offer spiritual insights and
encourage Pilar to explore her beliefs and experiences. Teresa’s writings emphasize
the importance of personal connection with the divine and pursuing a deeper,
more authentic spiritual life. Saint Teresa’s presence in the novel highlights the
sacred feminine aspect of spirituality. She represents a powerful and independent
woman who challenged the conventions of her time to pursue her spiritual calling.
This resonates with Pilar’s journey of rediscovering her femininity and seeking
empowerment. While Saint Teresa does not physically appear in the novel, her
teachings and influences serve as a mentorship for Pilar. Through her writings
and philosophy, Saint Teresa guides Pilar on her quest for a deeper understanding
of love, spirituality, and the divine. Pilar exclaims, “this freedom lifted me to the
heavens—where a greater love, one that forgives everything and never allows
you to feel abandoned, once again enveloped me” (117). Coelho explores the
interplay between traditional Catholicism and a more personal, mystical spirituality
represented by Saint Teresa. Pilar grapples with her Catholic upbringing and the
broader spiritual path she feels drawn to, reflecting the tension between organized
religion and individual spirituality. Saint Teresa of Avila’s portrayal symbolizes
the intersection of faith, mysticism, and women’s empowerment. Through Pilar’s
journey and her connection to Saint Teresa, Coelho invites readers to contemplate
the transformative power of spirituality and the potential for individuals to find
their unique paths to the divine, even within the confines of established religious
traditions. The novelist also provides concrete contexts regarding the historical and
spiritual background of the Fatima apparitions and their significance in the Catholic
faith. The Fatima apparitions are a series of Marian apparitions in Fatima, Portugal
1917. Three young shepherd children, Lucia dos Santos and her cousins Francisco
and Jacinta Marto, claimed to have witnessed apparitions of the Virgin Mary on
several occasions between May and October of that year. Many Catholics believe
these apparitions to be a divine message and a call to prayer, penance, and devotion
to the Virgin Mary. The children’s encounters with the Virgin Mary are often seen
as a witnessing of the feminine face of God throughout the novel.

Discussions on spirituality for love and love for spirituality emerge in the
novel as the lovers wander eloquently about their childhood reminiscences through
mountain ranges. Readers of the story become conscious that “waiting is painful.
Forgetting is painful. But not knowing which to do is the worst kind of suffering
(108). Pilar recollects that she could no longer wait for her beloved, but she gets off
to the places where her lover makes his transitions. Pilar also presents her scattered
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memories of a favourite night on a Friday, 10" December 1993. The novelist
successfully propagates the message that true love is eternal and remains forever.
Human interventions can bring about substantial changes in the mannerisms of the
expression of love. It is evident in the novel that the meaning of dreams is also
defined as hard work, and the novelist shows the sensible ways in which people
accomplish it and how the world stands with its dreamers.

The novel’s first-person narrator, Pilar, loses herself for love, and she finds her
true self through dedication and sacrifice. The philosophy of the Other is the soul
of this novel. There is a convergence of imagination and reality when two long-lost
childhood friends unite to lead a life with utmost faith, confidence and responsibility.
As a character, Pilar becomes a strong pillar, especially when her lover assures her
of his love and trust in her. The lover does not forsake his beloved in tears; instead,
he reaches the river Piedra to console her and greatly support her. The reason for
the weeping of Pilar by the river is the happiness, satisfaction and self-fulfilment
of the discovery of her true self and love. The novel is also read as an instance of
the unveiling of the feminine face of God, especially rendered via the Immaculate
Conception of the Virgin Mary. Though the novel is a romantic adventure, it does
not create an ambience that may give its readers an emotional imbalance. Rather,
it transports its readers to the riverbanks of Piedra, where spirituality and love
intersect in the realm of the tangible and material world.
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Abstract

Sri Lankan civil war has made the people and the country deprived of
soul and still they all are being shaped by its war. In Sri Lanka the ethnic
tension between the Buddhist Sinhalese and the Tamil ethnic minority led
to the brutal civil war which took place from 1983 to 2009, resulted in huge
loss of lives, economic and cultural decline. LTTE was established in 1976
with a motive to formulate an independent Tamil state, Eelam. Shobasakthi’s
Gorilla draws an intimate link with the author himself as he joined LTTE at
the age of fifteen corresponding to the protagonist in the present text. This
research undertakes a literary analysis of Gorilla, contemplating on the issues
of alienation, identity conflict and existential crisis. This paper primarily
illuminates up on the breakdown of protagonist’s identity as he tries to balance
his own authentic aspirations with those of society.

Key words: meaninglessness, absurdism, existentialism, identity, freedom,
LTTE
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Gorilla, written by Shobhasakthi, reflects the country’s long-standing
difficulties with identity, alienation, and absurdity, darkly foreshadowing the present
unrest in Sri Lanka. The book depicts the existential crises of Sri Lankans trying to
find themselves in the midst of national, ethnic, and cultural disputes. It was written
during the post-war era, which was marked by political instability, socioeconomic
hardships, and ethnic tensions.

As a reflection of Sri Lanka’s social alienation, the Rocky Raj’s (protagonist)
metamorphosis into a ‘gorilla’ represents identity fragmentation. Gorilla is a
chilling reminder of the country’s long-standing problems as it struggles with
its worst political and economic crisis in 2022. It challenges readers to face the
ridiculousness, pointlessness, and futility that have come to characterize Sri Lankan
reality. The nation in crisis finds a literary voice in Shobhasakthi’s story, inspiring
existential contemplation, social criticism, and critical thought.

The people of Sri Lanka have suffered greatly as a result of the country’s political
instability. Millions experience displacement, food insecurity, economic hardship,
violations of human rights, and mental health issues. Low-income families, women,
children, small business owners, entrepreneurs, and members of ethnic minorities
such as Tamils, Muslims, and Hill Country Tamils are disproportionately impacted
by the problem. As they fight for their lives, Sri Lankans call for democratic
changes, inclusive government, economic assistance, social welfare programs,
accountability for corruption and violations of human rights, and the defense of
fundamental freedoms and rights. In light of accusations of ruthless repression,
arbitrary detentions, torture, and trauma, the international community has called
on Sri Lanka to give human rights, the rule of law, and democratic values top
priority. Gorilla primarily reflects the meaninglessness of life and symbolizes
absurdism. The protagonist’s irrational metamorphosis into a gorilla defies logic
and reflects the ridiculousness of human life. This ridiculousness encourages
introspection by questioning social norms, exposing hypocrisy, and illuminating
futility. Shobhasakthi, who was influenced by Martin Heidegger, Samuel Beckett,
and Albert Camus, examines the human condition and challenges social norms.
Shobashakthi places his story in a world where characters face exclusion and a lack
of purpose, mirroring Heidegger’s themes of being towards-death and existential
angst. Heidegger’s notion of being towards-death is a way of being that involves
confronting death and making sense of the fact that life is limited. Apart from Rocky
Raj, Kumar, an important figure in the text, seems to be alienated and unable to
find meaning from the violence around him. Kumar is struggling to survive in that
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war-torn world amidst suffering and destruction, embodying Heidegger’s idea that
everyone is conscious of their final death.

In Gorilla, the recurring violence and the helplessness of characters to evade
their circumstances mirror Beckett’s theme of monotonous, pointless actions.
Gorilla’s characters are trapped in the same way just as Beckett’s characters are
waiting for a meaning or resolution that never comes.

Sartre’s existential freedom can be connected with a significant textual event
when Rocky Raj flees his own place and takes on refugee status in France; there
he himself adopts a new name, Anthony Thasan. In that newly relocated place,
Anthony got incarcerated, and he was trapped physically, but he finds himself in a
state of illusion as a relief from his imprisoned life, consequently making aloud his
ruminations about the inefficacy of the outside world. Even amidst the miserabilities,
like what Sartre opines, here the person is free to choose his own response to the
existing context.

Sobhasakthi skilfully examines the protagonist’s identity dilemma in Gorilla,
reflecting on existential issues. The protagonist’s metamorphosis represents the
breakdown of his identity as he tries to balance his actual goals with those of society.
His decline into darkness is a reflection of identity fragmentation, uncertainty, and
confusion. Shobhasakthi, in line with existentialist philosophy, emphasises the
conflict between the true self and social masks. The protagonist’s quest for identity
is characterised by social estrangement, loneliness, and alienation. Hero's identity
crisis is fundamental to expedition of existential and absurdist themes. There are
instances in the text which shows the protagonist being called by others as "Gorilla"
and this demonization leads to the deterioration of his identity.

Shobhasakthi explores important issues with this story: Who am I? What
makes me who I am? How can I discover who I really am? The protagonist’s
journey reflects the difficulties people have in finding their identity in the midst
of chaos. The text inquires into the protagonist’s identity breakdown, loneliness,
and alienation, reflecting existential questions regarding meaning and purpose.
Rocky Raj’s experiences emphasize the meaninglessness of life, which resonates
with existential philosophy’s focus on personal accountability. The protagonist
highlights existential issues and the cost of freedom through his decisions. In line
with existentialist opposition to outside authority, Sobhasakthi questions social
conventions. What does it mean to exist? is one of the central existential themes
that the novel explores. How can we discover our purpose? How do we deal with
ridiculousness?
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Gorilla challenges readers to reflect, face uncertainty, and take ownership of
their decisions. Human hardships are reflected in Shobhasakthi’s writing, which
challenges readers to face existential issues unflinchingly.

Elaborating on existential alienation, the protagonist’s alteration into a ‘gorilla’
represents his estrangement from both himself and society. The existential idea of
‘estrangement,’ in which people feel cut off from their own life, other people, and
the outside world, is reflected in this alienation. Shobhasakthi draws attention to
how conformity and societal expectations can cause people to lose their sense of
self and purpose. Here the protagonist draws parallels to the character Saraswathi
from Nayomi Munaweera’s Island of a Thousand Mirrors. Saraswathi’s family also
remains a victim of this recruitment of LTTE, as she is the fourth soldier from
her home after her brothers. In the latter part, Nayomi’s character changes into a
person who is completely devoid of humanity and becomes a suicide bomber who
took many lives in a detonation at Galle Road. Her radical change into a cruel
personality may be the result of her persistent traumatic experience from her past.

Nayomi’s Saraswathi was also interested in studies like Rocky Raj and the latter
runs off from home and joined for Tamil Movement. But what makes them distinct
is Saraswathi could withstand the strenuous training period of LTTE recruitment
while Rocky Raj was thrown out as he couldn’t meet up their orders. A sort of
psychological estrangement is evident in both of these characters and the way these
figures compile their interior monologues inserts a form of congruence to these
textual figures. Rocky Raj and Saraswathi shows an advancement in their insight
from resentment to an endorsement of their own situation. The aforementioned
advancement became possible for both of them only after their incarceration.

The Absurdity of Life In keeping with Albert Camus’ philosophy, the book
examines the absurdity of human existence. As this text exemplifies a hero who
has been subjected to a continuum of demeaning and inhuman events since the
narrative is based on civil war, here the hero parallels with Camus’ Absurdism as
the inefficacy of search for a meaning in a world that is perplexed and indifferent.

The protagonist’s experiences show how pointless life is and how pointless
it is to look for significance. The story highlights how difficult it is for people to
find purpose in an apparently meaningless world. By means of the protagonist’s
decisions, Sobhasakthi exemplifies the existential notion of ‘existential freedom’;
concept developed by Jean Paul Sartre. It refers to the innate expertise of an
individual to choose and identify their own existence deprived of societal norms.
Despite their flaws, the protagonist’s choices show that each person is in charge
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of directing their own life. This freedom, which reflects the existential problem, is
both liberating and terrible. This notion is emphasized again during his prison days,
as he faces the repercussions of his earlier choices which pulls him to face off with
his real self.

Critique of social norms echoing existentialist rejection of outside authority,
Shobhasakthi challenges social norms and expectations. The book challenges
readers to think critically and question accepted conventions by highlighting how
stifling conformity can be. A sense of helplessness, desperation, and existential
despair is reflected in the protagonist’s plunge into darkness. By examining the
intricacies of human emotions, Shobhasakthi’s story challenges readers to face
their own existential anxieties. In search of authenticity, the author highlights the
value of authenticity via the protagonist’s journey. Echoing existentialist thought,
the book exhorts readers to remove social masks and embrace who they really are.

Shobhasakthi portrays the central figure as someone who has been exhaustively
experienced in the miseries of a war-torn world. Rocky Raj is not an isolated
symbolization of a particular individual but a true representation of a whole Tamil
community’s search for identity and freedom.
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Abstract

The Mughal Empire (1526-1857) was a pivotal period in the Indian
Subcontinent’s cultural history. Babur established the Mughal Empire in
1526 after defeating the Sultan of Delhi Ibrahim Lodi in the First Battle of
Panipat. During this time, the arts like painting, textiles, literature, poetry, and
architecture thrived. Numerous works of literature were created by a wide
range of artists, including Mughal rulers and nobles. Because Persian was the
official and courtly language throughout the Mughal Empire, many literary
works were written in it. Other regional languages saw literary growth as
well. Many causes contributed to this, one of which being the Sufi and Bhakti
saints who preached in local languages. Another aspect was that many Mughal
emperors were patrons of literary works. Emperor Babur authored various
poetry, and his narrative Baburnama has been much praised by academics.
It was originally written in Turkish but was later translated into numerous
languages. Many writers and poets emigrated from Persia to India, which was
also a significant factor in the development of literature.

Keywords: The Mughal Empire, Subcontinent, Battle of Panipat, Sufi, Bhakti
Saints, Baburnama
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Introduction

During the reign of the Mughals, literature advanced dramatically. A great
number of original and translated works were produced. Furthermore, literature
developed not only in Persian but also in Hindi, Sanskrit, Urdu, and other regional
languages. Akbar made Persian the state language, which aided in the development
of its literature. Furthermore, with the exception of Akbar, all Mughal rulers were
well-educated and supported learning. Between the 16th and 19th centuries, the
Mughal Empire ruled over a large portion of South Asia.'

Literature in Babur and Humayun’s Reign

Babur was a learned man. His autobiography Tuzuki-Babri was written in
Turki and was so eloquently written that it was translated into Persian three times.
He also penned poems in Turki and Persian, and his collection of Turki poems,
Diwan (Turki), became well-known. Humayun was fluent in both Turki and
Persian literature. In addition, he was well-versed in philosophy, mathematics, and
astronomy. He was a patron of scholars of many disciplines. Although Akbar was
not educated, he provided the conditions that aided the blossoming of literature
throughout his reign. The Persian language was encouraged, and great works in
other languages like Sanskrit, Arabic, Turki, Greek, and others were translated into
it. For this reason, he formed a distinct department. He kept a library full of books
on diverse subjects and enjoyed the company of academic poets and philosophers
who read books to him aloud, allowing him to get acquainted with Sufi, Christian,
Zoroastrian, Hindu, and Jain literature.”” Under his support, several scholars came
to prominence. Jahangir was well-educated as well. For the first seventeen years of
his reign, he personally wrote his biography, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, while the remainder
was compiled by Mautmid Khan.? During Jahangir’s reign, the Mughal Empire was
built on a solid basis and gained the ability to survive successful rebellions and
wars.*

Despite the fact that the Mughal empire was founded and perpetuated by military
force, it did not actively repress the cultures and peoples it came to dominate; rather,
it equalized and placated them through new administrative methods.’ Babur was a
well-educated guy. Tuzuk-i-Baburi, his autobiography, was published in Turkish
and was so skillfully written that it was translated three times into Persian. He also
wrote poetry in both Turkish and Persian, and his collection of Turkish poems,
Diwan (Turkish), rose to fame. Humayun succeeded him to the throne. Around
the same period, his sister Gulbadan Begum penned “Humayunnama.” Humayun
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also created a massive library. Humayun had a refined intellect and, like his father,
was not only a fan of poetry but also penned enjoyable lines. His taste for other
people’s poems was likewise strong.” “He perished as a consequence of a fall from
his library’s stairwell. Hundreds of millions of people were governed under the
Mughal Empire. During the Mughal era, India was unified under one authority and
had exceptionally flourishing cultural and political years. There were many Muslim
and Hindu kingdoms scattered across India until the Mughal Empire’s founders
arrived...”’

Literature in Akbar’s Reign

Emperor Akbar was also a fan of the arts, amassing a collection of over 24,000
manuscripts. Many scholars, poets, and authors were patronized, resulting in an
increase in the production of creative works. During Akbar’s reign, authors like
Abul Fazl, Abul Faizi, Nizamuddin Ahmad, Abbas Khan Sherwani, and others
wrote historical works. Abul Fazl, also known as Abu’l-Fazl bn Mubarak, was one
of Akbar’s Nine Jewels (nine remarkable members of the royal court).® He penned
Akbarnama, or the Book of Akbar, the regal chronicle of Akbar’s reign. Abdul
Hamid Lahori, Abul Fazl’s disciple, composed the majority of the Padshahnama,
the official chronicle of Shah Jahan’s reign.

Literature in Jahangir’s Reign

Emperor Jahangir was interested in art and architecture, and he, like his
great-grandfather, Babur, authored an autobiography called Tuzk-e-Jahangiri or
Jahangirnama. During his reign, he wrote notable literary and historical works such
as ‘lgbalanam-i-Jahangiri’ and ‘Maasir-i-Jahangiri.’

Literature in Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb’s Reign

Dara Shikoh, Shah Jahan’s son, wrote extensively on Sufism. ‘Majma-ul-
Bahrain,” or ‘The Confluence of the Two Seas,” was one of his main writings, in
which he discussed the diversity of faiths and the concord of Islam, Hinduism,
and other religions. Dara also worked on the translation of the Bhagavat Gita and
Upanishads into Persian. “Padshahnama” was written by Abul Hamid Lahori, a
courtier to Shah Jahan. “From the eleventh year of his reign, he abandoned the
practise of Jharoka darson, by which his 28 predecessors appeared every morning
on the balcony on the wall of the palace to take the salute of the people, who then
assembled on the ground in front,” writes R.C. Majumdar. In the same year, he
banned music at court and fired the veteran musicians and singers.””
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The amount of Sanskrit works created during this time period is amazing. The
majority of the works were created in south and east India under the patronage
of local monarchs, as previously, but the primary center was Banaras, where
intellectuals from all over the nation used to assemble. Brahmans, who worked in
the translation department of the Mughal rulers, created a few works.!* Although
hardly much translation work was done during his reign, a few reputed original
works were published. Scholars were likewise protected by Shah Jahan. Dara
Shikoh, his son, was likewise well-educated and arranged for the Persian translation
of several Sanskrit literature. Aurangzeb was also a scholar, but he despised poem
writing and historical texts. Persian was the court language from the reign of
the Later Mughals until the reign of Muhammad Shah. Urdu eventually took its
place. Despite this, many Persian intellectuals continued to value good works. As
a result of the Mughals’ dominion, Persians had the greatest motivation to expand
and achieved excellent growth. History Writing in Persian. The majority of good
works produced in Persian were either memoirs or histories. Gulbadan Begum’s
Humayun-Nama, Abul Fazl’s Akbarnama and Ain-i-Akbari, Nizamuddin Ahmad’s
Tabkat-i-Akbari, Jauhar’s Tazkiratul-waqiat Tuhfa-i-Akbarshahi, also known as
Tarikh-i-Sher Shah of Abbas Sarwani, Tarikh-i-Alfi, which spanned approximately
a thousand years of Islamic history and was authored collaboratively by several
academics, During Akbar’s reign, the books Muntkhabut-Tawarikh of Badayuni,
Tarikh-i-Salatin-Afghana of Ahmad Yadgar, Tarikh-i-Humayun of Bayazid Sultan,
and Akbarnama of Faizi Sarhindi were written. Tuzuk-i-Jahangir was Jahangir’s
biography. Mautmid Khan finished it, and lkbalnama-i-Jahangir finished it. During
Jahangir’s reign, the following works were written: Massara-Jahangir of Khawja
Kamgar, Makhzzan-i-Afghani of Niamatullah, Tarikh-i-Farishta of Muhammad
Kasim Farishta, and Massare-i-Rahini of Mulla Nahvandi. Among the important
works written under Shah Jahan’s reign were Amini Qazvini’s Padshahnama, Inayat
Khan’s Shahjahanama, and Muhammad Saleh’s Alam-i-Saleh. Aurangzeb forbade
the writing of history. Nonetheless, a few pieces of art were created under his reign.
Among these were Muntkhab-ul-Lubab, Mirza Muhammad Kazim’s Alamgirnama,
Muhammad Saki’s Nuskha-Dilkusha, Iswar Das’ Fatuhat-i-Alamgiri, and Sujan
Rai’s Khulasa-ut-Tawarikh. Historical works were written with the support of both
the later Mughals and regional rulers. Among them were Gulam Hussain’s Siyarul-
Mutkharin, Muhammad Ali’s Tawarikh-i-Muzaffari, and Harcharan Das’ Tawarikh-
Cahar-Gulzar-i-Suzai.
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Translated Literature

Many Sanskrit texts were also translated into Persian, including the Mahabharata
and Ramayana, two great Sanskrit epics. Another well-known writer from this
period is Jagannatha Panditaraja, a Telugu poet and literary critic notable for works
such as Rasa Gangadharam and Ganga Lahari, among others.

In addition to original work, books in other languages have been translated
into Persian. Among the Sanskrit texts, Mahabharat was translated collaboratively
by Naqib Khan, Badayuni, Abul Fazal, Faizi, and others. The Ramayana was
translated into Persian by Badayuni. He also began translating the Atharvaveda
when Haji Ibrahim Sarhindi was finishing it. Faizi was the translator of Lilavati.
Lilavati was introduced to the Persian-speaking world through Faizi’s rendition.!!
Shah Muhammad Sahabadi was the translator of Rajtarangini, Abul Fazl was the
translator of Kahilya Dimna, Faizi was the translator of Nal Damyanti, and Maulana
Sheri was the translator of Hari-Vansha. All of these texts were translated during
Akbar’s reign. During Shah Jahan’s reign, his eldest son, Dara Shikoh, encouraged
this endeavour by having fifty-two Upanishads, Bhagavat Gita, and Yagavasistha
transcribed. He published a unique dissertation named Majma-Bahreen in which he
explained that Islam and Hinduism were merely two ways to the same God. During
the reign of the Mughal emperors, much literature written in Arabic, Turkish, and
Greek was also translated into Persian. The Bible was translated into Persian, as
were several Koranic interpretations. Aurangzeb created a book on law and justice
in Persian called Fatwahi-Alamgire with the assistance of various Arabic books.

Regional Literature

Regional languages like Bengali, Gujarathi, Oriya, and Rajasthani had also
evolved via translations during this time period. One illustration of this evolution
was the translation of Bhagavat Gita tales into regional languages. Urdu became
a common language for people of various dialects to connect with one another.
Furthermore, the general public contributed to the advancement of regional
languages. These literary developments elevated ordinary languages to the status
of literary languages.

Poetry

Poems in Persian were also composed during this time period, albeit they
did not meet the same standards as prose. Humayun composed some poems. At
Akbar’s court, Abul Fazl selected fifty-nine poets. Faizi, Gizali, and Urfi were well-
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known poets. Jahangir and Nur Jahan were also interested in poetry. Jahan Ara,
Shah Jahan’s daughter, and Zebunnisa, Aurangzeb’s daughter, were both poetesses.
Letters written by emperors and nobility also play an important role in Persian
literature during the period. Letters written by Aurangzeb, Abul Fazl, Raja Jai
Singh, Afzal Khan, Sadulla Khan, and others have been deemed of literary worth.

Hindi Literature

Hindi poets were also included in the court of the Mughals. Tulsidas was the
most famous Hindi poet, and his works were written in Sanskrit and Awadhi. He
penned the Ramcharitmanas, an Awadhi rendition of the Ramayana. Sur Das, like
Tulsidas, was a prolific writer. Sur was perhaps associated with Akbar’s royal court
and was known as the “blind poet of Agra.” Surdas’ poetry was produced in Braj
Bhasha, a Hindi dialect, which raised the dialect’s standing among the literary
languages of Persian and Sanskrit. During this period, Muslim poets joined the
world of Hindi literature and poetry. Poets like Abdul Rahim Khan Khana and Ras
Khan wonderfully depicted Indian culture.

By the time the Mughal authority in India was founded, Hindi had developed as
a literary language. But it received no support from Babur, Humayun, or Sher Shah.
Nonetheless, many good writings were produced by individuals, such as Padmavati
and Yugavata, which are recognized as works of renown. Akbar gave Hindi support,
which aided its development. Furthermore, private initiatives contributed to its
expansion. Among the notable court academics were Raja Birbal, Raja Man Singh,
Raja Bhagwan Das, Narhari, and Hari Nath.

Nand Das, Vitthal Nath, Parmanand Das, Kumbhan Das, and many others.
Independent of the court, he enhanced Hindi literature. Tulsi Das and Sur Das,
however, were the most well-known Hindi academics of the period. Tulsi Das
authored about twenty-five books, the greatest of which are the Ramcharitmansa
and the Vinaypatrika. Tulsi Das had no more relation with the Mughal court. He
spent the majority of his life in Banaras. Similarly, fierce Sur Das resided in Agra
but had no direct link to the emperor’s court. He was deafening nonetheless, he
wrote hundreds of poems, many of which were in Hindi literature. Furthermore,
Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khana and Rashan made significant contributions to Hindi
literature via their writings. Rashkahn penned several love poems devoted to Lord
Krishna, as well as a work named Prem-Vatika, while Abdur Rahim wrote hundreds
of verses. Thus, the reign of Akbar was unquestionably the finest age of Hindi
literature. Scholars of Hindi were likewise honoured by Jahangir and Shah Jahan.
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Jahangir’s younger brother used to write poems in Hindi, and Jahangir supported
numerous Hindi scholars, including Buta, Raja Suraj Singh, Jadrup Gosai, Raja
Bishan Das, and Rai Manohar Lal.

At his court, Shah Jahan also supported several Hindi scholars. Sundar Kavi
Rai, the author of Sundar-Srangar, Senapati, author of Kavita Ratnakar, Kavindera
Acharya, author of Kavindra Kalpataru in Avadhi mixed with Braj-Bhasa, Siromani
Misra, Banarsi Das, Bhusan, Mati Rai, Vedang Rai, Hari Nath, and others, were
present at his courts. Many more Hindi academics prospered outside of the court as
well. Many religious poems were written by Kavi Deva, and Bihari, a well-known
Hindi poet, also penned couplets during this period and earned the patronage of
Raja Jai Singh.

Keshava Das, a great Hindi poet, resided in Orcha and composed several
books, including Kavi-Priya, Rasik-Priya, and Alankar-Manjari, which are major
works in Hindi literature. Aurangzeb did not support Hindi literature. Nonetheless,
Hindi literature grew as a result of both private initiative and the patronage of
Hindu kings. The Mughals lacked an organised method for delivering education.
Most Mughal rulers and their ladies were educated. Gulbadan Begum was a well-
educated woman. She scribbled the Humayun Namah. Nur Jahan, Mumtaz Mahal,
Jahanara Begum, and Zeb-un-Nisa all had advanced educations.

Haji Ibrahim Sarhindi translated the Atharva Veda during the Mughal Empire.
The Akbar Era was often regarded as the “renaissance of Persian literature.” During
Akbar’s reign, all translation work was completed. The Mahabharata, Ramayana,
Atharva Veda, Bhagavad Gita, and Panchatantra were all translated from Sanskrit
to Persian. Mulla Abdul Qadir Badayuni translated Ramayana and Singhasan Batisi
into Persian. Faizi translated Panchatantra into Persian. Maulana Shah Mohammad
Shahabadi translated Rajataringini. Ain-i-Akbari and Akbar Nama were written by
Abul Fazl.

Shah Jahan’s court historian was Abdul Hamid Nagori. Padshahnama, a book
chronicling Shah Jahan’s reign, was written by him. Muhammad Hashim was also
known as Khafi Khan. Muntakhab-al Lubab, a Persian language book about Indian
history, is his work. He was a patron of Aurangzeb. Malik Muhammad Jayasi was
an Indian Sufi poet who liked to write in Awadhi, the ordinary people’s language, in
the 15th century. During the Mughal reign, Persian, Sanskrit, and regional languages
evolved.
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Other literary contributions of Mughal Empire

* Persian was the administrative language of the Mughal Empire.

* During the Mughal era, the most significant contribution to literature was the
establishment of Urdu as a common language of communication for individuals
speaking diverse languages.

* In Turki, Babur penned his autobiography, Tuzuk-i-Baburi.
* This narrative describes the flora and fauna of India.

* Abdul Rahim Khan wrote Babarnama (translation of Tuzuk I Baburi) in
Persian.'?

*Abdul Fazl is the author of Akbarnama (Akbar’s History) and Ain-i-Akbari
(administration book).

* Jahangir wrote his memoirs under the pen name Tuzuk-i-jahangiri.

» Mutamid Khan wrote Jahangir’s biography, Igbalnamah-i-Jahangir.

* Padhanamah, Shahjahan’s biography, was authored by two authors. Abdul

Hamid Lahori and Inayat Khan were their names. Shahjahan Namah was written by
Inayat Khan. Finished his opus Padmavat.

* Translations of Sanskrit writings improved Persian literature.

e The Mahabharata was translated under the direction of Abul Faizi, Abul
Fazal’s brother and Akbar’s court poet.

* Dara Shikoh translated the Bhagavat Gita and the Upanishads into Persian.
Majma-ul-Bahrain, his most renowned masterpiece.

* Badauni was a harsh critic of Akbar. As Razanamah, he translated the
Mahabharata into Persian.

* During this time, regional languages like Bengali, Oriya, Rajasthani, and
Gujarathi emerged.

* Hindi poets were associated with the Mughal court from Akbar’s reign.
Tulsidas, who composed the Ramcharitmanas, the Hindi version of the Ramayana,
was the most prominent Hindi poet.

* Jaganath Pandithraya, Shahjahan’s court poet, wrote two Sanskrit works,
Ganga Lahari and Rasagangadharam.

According to scholar Audrey Truschke in her book ‘Culture of Encounters:
Sanskrit at the Mughal Court,” Mughal rulers patronized Sanskrit literature in
their courts, particularly between AD 1560 and 1660, and also took on Persian
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translations of epics like the Mahabharata and the Ramayana as ambitious projects.

The Mughals are sometimes acclaimed as a Persian-medium monarchy, a rather
misleading designation that has led many researchers to underemphasize Mughal
literary culture’s multilingual character. In 1582, Emperor Akbar (1556-1605) made
Persian the official administrative language, and he dedicated unprecedented imperial
resources to developing Persian-medium literature, including poetry, philosophy,
and history. Persian was the language of governance and culture throughout most
of the larger Islamic world at the time. As a result, the Mughals gained prestige,
rank, and access to an intellectual and literary sphere shared by Safavid Iran, the
Ottoman Empire, and most of Central Asia. Despite the fact that Akbar and his
successors valued Persian literature above all other written traditions, Mughal
commitment to Persian was never exclusive. The Mughal rulers, beginning with
Babur (1526-1530), learned Turkish and patronized Arabic-speaking intellectuals
and religious philosophers. Furthermore, the Mughal kings, beginning with Akbar,
spoke a dialect of Old Hindi known as Hindavi and supported Hindi literary works.
The Mughals exhibited a strong and continuous interest in Sanskrit literature, which
was as significant but considerably less well-known.

Akbar, Jahangir (1605-1627), and Shah Jahan (1628-1658) all supported
Persian translations of Sanskrit classics, such as story collections and many versions
of the two great Indian epics, the Mahabharata and the Ramayana. These three
emperors also drew Sanskrit intellectuals to their courts, funded the development
of scores of Sanskrit literary works, and occasionally welcomed Sanskrit scholars.

Educational

Akbar (1542-1605), a contemporary of Queen Elizabeth I of England and
unquestionably the greatest of Mughal kings, is credited for arranging education on a
systematic basis. He treated all of his subjects equally and established a vast number
of schools and institutions for both Muslims and Hindus across his kingdom. He also
implemented a few curriculum revisions based on pupils’ particular requirements
and life’s practical necessities. The curriculum was expanded so that each student
may get instruction based on his or her faith and worldview. The use of Persian as
the court language encouraged Hindus and Muslims to study Persian even more.

Akbar’s policies were carried out by his successors, Jahangir and Shah Jahn.
However, his great-grandson Aurangzeb (1618-1707) reversed his policies toward
Hindu education. In April 1669, for example, he directed provincial governors
to destroy Hindu schools and temples under his control while simultaneously
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supporting Muslim education with religious fervour. Following his death, the
Mughal empire’s splendour began to fade, and the entire country was invaded by
warlords.

During the Mughal period, females obtained their education at home or at the
home of a nearby instructor. There were specific provisions for the royal household
women’s education, and several of the princesses were excellent academics. A
Vocational based education system was introduced by the Mughals.

The Muslim kings of India were also major supporters of literature, providing
significant fuel to its growth. Various Hindu texts and history were translated into
Persian by Akbar. A number of Greek and Arabic literature were also translated
into Persian. Even throughout the difficult reigns of succeeding kings, literary
efforts did not cease totally. Emperors like Bahadur Shah and Muhammad Shah, as
well as other provincial leaders and landlords, supported men of letters. This is the
background of Muslim education in India. It resembled ancient Indian education in
many ways: instruction was free, the relationship between professors and students
was amicable, there were large learning centres, the monitorial system was utilized,
and people were focused on religion and moral behaviour. However, there were
numerous distinguishing elements of Muslim education. First and foremost,
education was democratized. As in mosques, all were equal in a Maktab or Madrasa,
and the notion that the impoverished should also be taught was established.

Second, Muslim dominance affected Hindu basic education, which had to
adapt to changing conditions by adopting a new teaching technique and employing
textbooks full of Persian terminology and references to Muslim usages. Third, the
Muslim era introduced various cultural influences from other countries. Courses
of study were broadened, and humanistic influences were included. Finally,
Muslim rule produced a cross-cultural influence in the country by establishing an
educational system in which Hindus and Muslims could study side by side, as well
as compulsory Persian education, cultivation of Sanskrit and Hindi, and translation
of great classics of literature into different languages. It eventually led to the
emergence of Urdu as a widespread medium of expression.

Conclusion

Literature advanced greatly under the rule of the Mughals, with an abundance
of original and translated works published. Along with Persian, literature was
created in Sanskrit, Hindu, Urdu, and other regional languages. Other languages’
significance was also raised as a result of new literary works and techniques. The
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support of Mughal rulers and princes, authors, and regular people enabled this
cultural advancement. This literary gem paved the path for future writers, which
we all enjoy whether we pick up a book or listen to an audiobook. In the Mughal
period, literature, arts, architecture, etc., are important progress in the history of
India.
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Abstract

The Silent Valley Movement in Kerala, South Western coastal state of India,
was a conservation movement that aspired to preserve the Valley by protesting
the proposed hydro-electric project in the Silent Valley area of Palakkad district
of Kerala state. The protest against the proposed hydro-electric project came
to be known as ‘Save Silent Valley Movement’. It marked a new chapter in
the environmental movement of the State. Numerous big and medium-sized
mammal species, including two endangered endemic species and numerous
more protected and endangered species, can be found in the Silent Valley and
its surrounding woodlands. The development of the Hydel project was feared
by the time’s environmentalists and nature enthusiasts to have a negative
effect on the area’s big mammal populations and abundant vegetation. So a
large scale movement started in the 1970s against the project. It was led by
environmental activists, academicians, scientists and local communities of
the state. The paper delves into the key role played by Kerala Sastra Sahitya
Parishad (KSSP), a left-leaning organization, to provide a sound critique on
the proposed project. The Movement efficaciously mobilized support from the
entire nation that led to scraping of the Project and declaration of the Valley
first as a protected area and finally a National Park. The paper highlights
the significance of the Silent Valley Movement as a successful example of
grassroots environmental activism in India.

Key Words : Environmentalism, Silent Valley, Silent Valley Hydro-electric
Project (SVHEP), Save Silent Valley Movement, KSSP, Dr.M.K.Prasad.
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Introduction

The terms environmental history, environmentalism and wilderness had been
widely discussing since the publication of Roderick Frazier Nash’s magnum opus
Wilderness and American Mind in 1967. Environmentalism has been considered
as an organized social activity consciously directed towards promoting sustainable
use of natural resources, halting environmental degradation or bringing about
environmental restoration (Gadgil & Guha 1995, 98). Some Western scholars
like Lester C. Thurow postulated environmental activities were involved only
by the upper middle class of rich countries; he remarked thus: ‘If you look at
the countries that are interested in environmentalism, or at the individuals who
support environmentalism within each country, one is struck by the extent to which
environmentalism is an interest of the upper middle class. Poor countries and
poor individuals simply aren’t interested’ (Thurow 2001,104). But the aforesaid
statement of Thurow is not correspondence with the Indian scenario since India had
witnessed umpteen numbers of environmental protests under the auspices of poor
and hapless villagers who forced to tolerate the burden of development. Such a
remarkable struggle for the protection of a sheen and lovely rainforest in the remote
area of palakkad district of Kerala State, India, deserves special concern.

Kerala is a 38,855sq Km land strip situated between 8° 18’ N and 12°48’N
latitudes and 74° 55°E and 77° 24’ E longitudes on the south-western coast of
peninsular India. It is a landscape distinct for the sandy, loamy plains with undulating
tracts of red soil sandwiched by the forested Western Ghats on the east and over
780-km-long coast of the Arabian Sea on the west (Gurukkal & Varier 2018, 1).
‘Kerala has been through the ages an integral part of the Indian subcontinent. Its
history is part of the general history of India and its culture is one of the major streams
that have enriched the composite culture of the country. At the same time kerala has
the distinction of being an independent geographical and political entity from very
early days. Its unique geographical position and peculiar physical features have
invested kerala with a distinct individuality’ (Menon 2019, 13). Blessed with forty
four rivers, backwaters, evergreen forests, and a moderate climate, Kerala stands
one of the best places to live in the subcontinent. At the same time the land has
many ecological sensitive zones. The Silent Valley movement marked a significant
turning point in kerala’s environmental history. In the early 1970s, a small beautiful
valley in Kerlala’s Palakkad district, became the focal point of a ground breaking
environmental movement that changed the course of the state’s environmental
history. This movement conspicuously marked the beginning of environmentalism

ISSN: 2582 - 2594 171



@ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025

in Kerala. The movement also shaped the environmental policies of the state. The
silent valley movement, named after the quaint silent valley region, was a grassroots
campaign that brought together scientists, activists, and local communities. The
aim was to protest the proposed construction of a hydro-electric dam in the valley.
Academicians of the state played a pivotal role in highlighting the ecological impact
of the proposed project.

Silent Valley

The Mannarkkad Taluk in Kerala’s Palakkad district is home to Silent Valley.
The silent valley evergreen rain forest is thought to have existed for over 50 million
years. The relative lack of cicadas, which often provide a characteristic sound in
a forest setting, is thought to be the source of the name Silent Valley. The Silent
Valley Reserve Forest covers 8,952 hectares in total. Three additional designated
forest areas encircle the silent valley forest: 1) 8,000 hectares of New Amarambalam
Reserve Forest; 2) 10,000 hectares of Kundaa Forest; and 3) 12,000 hectares of
Attappadi Reserve Forest. Accordingly, this region has roughly 39,000 hectares of
available reserve forest land (Swaminathan, 1979, 2). Since Silent Valley is said to
be the sole remaining stronghold of evergreen vegetation in the Sahya Mountains,
both nature enthusiasts and ardent academics are eager to learn more about this
enchanted green haven. It is the focal point of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve and
is protected to the north by the Nilgiri plateau and to the south by the Mannarkkad
lowlands. In 2012, UNESCO designated Silent Valley a World Heritage Site. The
Silent Valley boasts an incredible variety of plants and animals. Tigers, leopards,
elephants, snakes, lion-tailed macaques, Malabar giant squirrels, and hundreds of
insect species, including uncommon butterflies and moths, can all be found in this
region. There have also been reports of the legendary Nilgiri Tahr (Keralatourism,
2024). All of the aforementioned plants and animals in the area should become
extinct, according to the campaigners and nature enthusiasts who fiercely opposed
the Silent Valley hydroelectric project.

Silent Valley Hydro-electric Project (SVHEP)

The primary goal of the Silent Valley hydroelectric project was to expand
Kerala State’s electrical power supply. As early as 1921, the initial concept for
a hydel project in this region was proposed. However, subsequent decisions and
actions proceeded at low ebb. On February 15, 1973, the project was finally approved
by the Planning Commission at an estimated cost of Rs. 24.88 crores. However,
some technical concerns arose over the project’s continued execution, including
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the authority’s emphasized ecological effect question. The National Committee on
Environmental Planning and Coordination (NCEPC) requested in October 1976
that this project’s progress be put on hold until a Task Force was established to
conduct an ecological impact analysis. Against all odds, the Task Force strongly
advocated for the project’s abandonment; if this was not feasible, the Force also
suggested that certain precautions and procedures be put in place for the project’s
execution. The Kerala government was prepared to adopt the recommendation to
implement safeguards and moved forward with the required legislation.

The main socioeconomic advantages of SVHEP, as emphasized by the
project’s protagonists, are as follows: a) Generation of electricity by the installation
of four 60MW units; the Kerala State Electricity Board estimates that without
this additional power, the state of Kerala will not be able to meet its energy needs
by 1982. b) 10,000 hectares in the districts of Malappuram and Palakkad will be
irrigated with water from this project to grow an additional crop. ¢) The project
would help create jobs and stimulate the economy in one of Kerala’s less developed
regions, as it may ultimately require an investment of 60 to 70 crores of rupees over
six to seven years. Additionally, more than 3,000 people might be hired as part
of the workforce during the construction phase; highlighted the glory of great job
opportunity for the poor of the locality (Swaminathan 1979, 4).

The above mentioned justifications from the authorities gave much impetus
to the votaries of the project. On the basis of these justifications for the project,
a Silent Valley Scheme Protection Committee was established by local political
figures. But at the same time there emerged a loud and persistent public clamour,
especially from the academicians and social activists of the state, came in to being.

Beginning of a Historic Protest (‘Save Silent Valley’)

The Silent Valley movement had been considered as the beginning of
environmentalism in Kerala (Issac 1987, 271). The activists and nature lovers of the
time had inspired from the global environmental movements and Chipko Andolan,
a movement of Himalayan peasants against the clear-cutting of forests by timber
contractors in the 1970s. The desire to save endangered animal species and their
natural habitats was the driving force for global environmental initiatives; but the
need for human survival gave rise to environmentalism in India, which aimed to
promote sustainability and social justice. Current resource usage habits, according
to movements like Chipko and Silent Valley, have harmed local communities and
the environment. As Ramachandra Guha aptly remarks: ‘the peasants saw their
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forests being diverted by the state for commercial exploitation; pastoralists saw
their grazing grounds taken over by factories and engineering colleges; tribals lost
their lands and homes to hydro-electric projects; artisanal fisher folk were squeezed
out by large trawlers’ (Guha 2014, xii).

As indicated, the rationale for the construction of a dam in the silent valley
area was to resolve the energy crisis of the state. The Silent Valley Hydro Electric
Project (SVHEP), which was based on a dam across Kunthipuzha, (River Kunthi)
was implemented in 1973 after the Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) proposed
a 17 crore project for this purpose. It was after the publication of the KSEB about
the implementation of the project by constructing a dam in the silent valley, that
the movement “Save Silent Valley” started. The ecological view point expressed
by large number of scientists, news papers, and enlightened organizations like
the Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parshad attracts special mention. The main objections
to the proposed project made by scientists and environmentalists are as follows:
They contended that the Silent Valley Reserve Forest may be the last intact tropical
rain forest in Kerala State and the Indian subcontinent. This region has some
very unusual flora and wildlife, with 23 animal species identified, including three
endangered species: tigers, lion-tailed macaques, and Nilgiri langurs. The potential
effects of the hydroelectric project on the local fauna and flora have been thoroughly
examined by the Kerala Forest Research Institute. Dr. M. Balakrishnan conducted
extensive study about the ecological impact of the silent valley project and strongly
opposed the plan. His article titled The Larger Mammals and Their Endangered
Habitats in the Silent Valley Forests of South India aptly remarks: ‘As the proposed
Silent Valley hydro-electric requires extensive alteration or destruction of a little-
disturbed ecosystem with an increase in the local human population, the effect of
such a project on the ecosystem in general will be catastrophic because the Silent
Valley is one of the very few remaining areas of isolated and undisturbed rain
forest in India’ (Balakrishnan 1984, 283). The protestors also highlighted threat
of proposed plan that to displace thousands of people, submerge vast areas of lush
forest, and endanger valley’s unique biodiversity. They frequently convinced people
that the dam would cause submerging massive tracts of superb natural forest. Most
studies on the ecological impact of the proposed project definitely asserted the
distinctiveness of the Silent Valley’s indigenous plants and animals.

But at the same we can find some counter arguments that highlighted the benefit
of the project. They also tried their best to convince the people about the benefits
of the proposed plan. The protagonists of the SVHEP instigated that the animal
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species that are located in the Silent Valley location are even more prevalent in a
few other parts of the nation. Additionally, they stated that it might not be plausible
to assume that some plant species are exclusive to the valley. The members of the
Silent Valley Scheme Protection Committee had given a counterargument for each
ecological claim. Arguments and counter arguments went on; meanwhile the visit
of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, then Secretary to the Department of Agriculture, gave a
significant turning point to the tussle.

Dr. M.S Swaminathan’s Visit to the Valley

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, then Secretary, Dept.of Agriculture & Co-operation,
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, Government of India, visited the Silent
Valley area in October, 1979. He prepared a detailed report regarding his views on
the various issues connected with the implementation of the Silent Valley Hydro-
electric Project. The summary of the visit bear the name Report on the Visit to
the Silent Valley Area of Kerala. The Report gave some profound observations
and suggestion advisable in order to achieve harmony between the debate over
development and ecological concerns. Following are major suggestions put forth
by M.S. Swaminathan to find a long lasting solution to the problem:

a) A National Rain Forest Biosphere should be created on the 39,000 hectares
that comprise the following: i) Silent Valley Forest, ii) New Amarambalam Reserve
Forests, ii1) Kundas Forest, and 1v) Attappadi Reserve Forests.

b) Steps should be done to provide irrigation using the ground and surface
water resources available in as much land as possible after a thorough ground water
study of the districts of Palakkad and Malappuram is soon finished.

¢) By building appropriate transmission lines from the Idukki Project area,
the immediate electrical needs of the Malappuram and Palakkad areas might be
satisfied.

d) Actions should be taken to encourage appropriate industries in the region in
order to provide more job possibilities.

e) The Rs. 200 lakhs allocated for SVHEP in the State Budget for 198081
could be used for appropriate industrial and agricultural projects, transmission line
construction from Idukki, and ground water development (Swaminathan 1979,
8-10).

These observations of the veteran scientist clearly assert that his position
was against the proposed Hydel project. His first view, i.e., the Silent Valley area
should be developed in to a National Rain Forest Biosphere, gave much impetus
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to the environmental enthusiast and activists who worked day and night for the
conservation of the valley. As a result the environmentalism connected with silent
valley received much vigour and strength.

Key figures and Organisations of the Movement

The Silent Valley Movement has been considered to be the most significant
chapter in India’s conservation movement history. The announcement of KSEB
authorities on the implementation of the project by constructing a dam to meet
the electricity shortage of the state received mixed responses. Numerous scientists,
journalistic outlets, Friends of the Trees, and progressive groups like the Kerala
Sastra Sahitya Parishad all expressed an ecological point of view. These individuals
and organizations became the bulwark of the movement; despite lacking unified
planning, the campaign was incredibly successful. ‘The sustained pressure exerted
on the government by citizens using every possible means available at the time-
letters to the editors of newspapers, seminars, widespread awareness programmes,
and finally petitions and appeals in court and other high offices-proved ultimately
successful” (Dattatri 2015). A drive to raise awareness in academic circles through
talks and slide shows was initiated in 1977 by Dr. Satish Chandran, who organized
meetings of scientists and academics to discuss the ecological concerns of the Silent
Valley Project. Under the auspices of Professor John C. Jacob Nature Clubs were
formed and the youths were given awareness about the disaster that might cause
due to the unscrupulous exploitation of the nature. It is quite interesting to note
that the first environmental organization in India named suchimukhi was the brain
child of John C. Jacob. This organization launched bold campaigns against the
silent valley project; picketing of the Collectorate and administrative head quarters
were conducted by the organization; even children were actively participated in the
picketing of Collectorate.

Special mention may be given to Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad (KSSP) and Prof.
Dr. M.K Prasad to highlight the ecological disaster of the project among the people.
The Keral Sastra Sahitya Parishad (KSSP), a popular science education group with
a large following and sway in Kerala, spearheaded the resistance to the proposal.
This left-leaning movement of school and college teachers and academicians of
the state piled up an unexpected partnership with Wildlife conservationists. Every
group opposed the project for different reasons. While KSSP emphasized the
techno-economic appraisal of energy-generating alternatives, their allies invoked
the need for plant and animal conservation (Gadgil & Guha 1995, 73).
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Dr. Parasad was a veteran leader of the movement. ‘First hailed for his efforts
to save Silent Valley, Prof. Prasad spent subsequent decades spreading his passion
for sane, people-centric environment management’ (Parthasarathy 2024). His
prompt action on the Silent Valley crisis prevented the charming stretch of tropical
rainforest from being submerged for a hydroelectric project across the Kunthi River.
The renowned environmentalist Romulas Whitaker, who established the Madras
Crocodile Bank and the Madras Snake Park, was arguably the first to bring the silent
valley to the public’s notice due to the lion-tailed macaque’s endangered status. With
the following comments, Romulas gave Pro. Prasad a hearty round of applause: ‘We
may have been whistle-blowers, publicizing the threat facing Silent Valley in 1973
in the WWF-India Newsletter, but it was Professor M.K. Prasad, heading the Kerala
Sasthra Sahithya Parishad (KSSP), who spread the word, bringing many luminaries
on board like Salim Ali, Sugathakumari, Mrinalini Sarabhai and M.S.Swaminathan.
This is how he gained massive national and international support’. These remarks
aptly show the role played by M.K. Prasad in bringing the silent valley issue into
national and international attention. Another prime feature of the movement was
poets and men of letters of kerala actively came forward to illuminate the impending
threat of silent valley hydel project, say, Sugathakumari, N.V. Krishna Warier,
O.N.V. Kuruppu, Kadammanitta Ramakrishnan, K. Sachidananadan, Ayappa
Panikkar, Sukumar Azhikode, Vyloppilli Sreedhara Menon. K.K. Neelakantan etc.
Here special mention may be given to Sugathkumari, the role played by this poet-
activist helped to inspire public opinion in favour of save silent valley movement.
Her Marathinu Sthuthi (Ode to a tree) became the movement’s anthem (Praveen
2020). The poem became a symbol for the protest movement from the intellectual
community and was the opening song of most of the ‘save silent valley’ campaign
meetings during the period.

Another jolt to the save silent valley movement was a resolution passed by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature ( [UCN) which held its meeting
at Ashkhabad in the Soviet Union in 1978. The General Assembly of IUCN, at
its 14™ Session, Ashkhabad, USSR, 26 September - 5 October 1978 significantly
urged the Government of India ‘to conserve more effectively the forest areas of
the Western Ghats, including the undisturbed forests of the Silent Valley of the
State of Kerala...” (IUCN- Proceedings 1979, 60). This emphatic statement by an
international environmental organization on the protection of silent valley region
gave much impetus and hope for the nature lovers and activists of save silent valley
forum; time and again the controversy and tussle over silent valley heated up.
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All most all political parties of Kerala during the time supported silent valley
project; Kerala Legislature unanimously passed a Resolution for the implementation
of the project. Moreover in 1978, an all party delegates from Kerala called on
Prime Minister Morarji Desai to get a favourable nod from him; he gave a firm
assurance to the delegates for the implementation of the project. On the basis of
this positive nod, in June 1979 work on the silent valley project continued again.
The Honourable High Court of Kerala issued a stay order in August 1979 when
N.V. Krishna Warrier of the Prakriti Samrakshana Samiti, Prof. Joseph John, and
barrister P. Gopalakrishnan Nair filed a Writ Petition against the clear-cut forest in
the region of the proposed hydroelectric project. However, the High Court removed
the prohibition on clear-cutting forest in January 1980, and construction in the
Valley resumed in full force.

Meanwhile more political twists and tussles occurred in the centre and Charan
Singh became the Prime Minister. New Prime Minister Charan Singh formed a
central committee under the leadership of M.S Swaminathan to re-examine the
boons and banes of the Silent Valley Project and submit a report. Still preliminary
work on the Project in the Valley continued by the authority on the basis of Kerala
High Court’s 1980 verdict connected with the removal of ban on clear cutting of
forest in the Valley. Nevertheless, a group of environmentalists, nature lovers and
activists of the state met the governor Jothi Venkatachalam and requested her to
pass a stay order. The delegates’ demand was that work in the Valley should not be
continued, until the Committee established by the Central Government headed by
M.S. Swaminathan submits its report. Shortly, Governor gave a green signal to the
demand of the delegates and the work in the Valley abruptly stopped again.

After Charan Singh’s short duration, nearly six months, of Prime Minister ship
Indira Gandhi became the Prime Minister of the country in 1981. Madhav Gadgil
and Ramachandra Guha clearly mentions about the silent valley issue thus: ‘It is
true that in 1982-'83, when Mrs. Indira Gandhi was Prime Minister, she took the side
of environmentalists and against the wishes of Kerala state legislature halted the
construction of the Silent Valley hydroelectric Project, which would have destroyed
some of the finest rain forest of the Western Ghats (Gadgil & Guha 1995, 43).

Fortunately for the environmentalists, Indira Gandhi took an active personal
interest in the silent valley issue. As a result Indira Gandhi declared that ‘Silent
Valley will be protected’. Yet the written document expressed some ambiguity; it
demonstrated that the site of hydro electric project did not come under the purview
of ‘protected’ area. The news spread rapidly and protest sprouted again. Hundreds
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of telegrams were sent to the Central Government by NGOs, nature lovers and the
public screaming for the protection of the entire silent valley and the abolition of the
project. As a result of this huge protest from every nook and corner of the state the
Indira Gandhi government decided to re-examine the issue. She formed a Committee
under the headship of Prof. M.G.K. Menon — as per the recommendations of Menon
Committee, the Central Government in November 1983 scraped the Silent Valley
Hydro-electric Project once and for all.

Silent Valley, which had only been recognized as a Reserve Forest since 1914,
was formally established as a National Park on November 15, 1984, and Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi gave it its official opening on September 7, 1985. This
event signals the end of an ardent struggle, which lasted more than a decade, in a
triumphant manner. The victory of the movement was fully obligated to the steady
and persistent endeavour of the people of Kerala.

Conclusion

In Conclusion, the glorious triumph of Silent Valley Movement stands as a
powerful testament to the impact of grassroots environmentalism in protecting
natural ecosystems. The Movement illuminated an environmental friendly agenda for
development. Through the dedication and efforts of local communities and selfless
nature lovers, the movement successfully protected the silent valley region from
a potential destruction. The movement showed the world the power of collective
action and public awareness in shaping policy decisions. The movement’s success
in cancelling the proposed Hydro-electric project and protecting the Valley’s unique
biodiversity marked a conspicuous turning point in India’s environmental history.
Above all the movement’s effect extended beyond the valley itself; inspired a new
wave of environmentalism and conservation endeavours across the nation. The
success of the Movement inspired other environmental campaigns nationwide and
globally. It was an amazing illustration of how people can band together to preserve
and safeguard the environment.

It will be worthwhile to quote Dr. M. Balakrishnan regarding the controversy
over the SVHEP ‘The controversy concerning the Silent Valley-whether it should
remain silent for the benefit of future generations as a virgin forest with its immensely
rich fauna and flora, or whether its silence should be ended for more immediate
and short-term benefit-has been receiving considerable attention’. Finally the
controversy settled in favour of the conscience of the people of Kerala.
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Abstract

India has long been a key contributor to global migration, sending
skilled, semi-skilled, and unskilled labour abroad. A significant aspect of this
broader migration pattern is the India-Gulf migration corridor. Since the oil
boom of the 1970s, Gulf countries have become a primary destination for
Indian workers. This Article explores the India-Gulf migration relationship,
emphasizing the impact of policies on these migration patterns. It examines
the trends and characteristics of labour migration from India to the Gulf,
along with the policy measures implemented by India to support Indian
migrants in the region. It highlights initiatives and various skill development
and pre-departure orientation programs, which aim to regulate migration
flows, safeguard migrant rights, and enhance their welfare. This includes
bilateral efforts aimed at improving migration management and maximizing
the benefits of such flows. This also examines the challenges encountered
by Indian migrants in the Gulf and analyses the multilateral commitments
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. It further explores how
bilateral agreements with these nations can enhance the welfare and rights
of Indian workers in the Gulf region. It discusses the challenges faced by
Indian migrants, including contractual issues, wage disparities, and social
vulnerabilities. The conclusion highlights necessary steps to address gaps
in the existing policy framework, aiming to establish a robust, fair, and
mutually advantageous labour mobility partnership between India and the
Gulf countries.

Keywords: India-Gulf migration, labour migration, Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), Migration trends, migration policies, migrant welfare, labour
rights, India-Gulf relations.
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Dynamics of Indian Migrants to the Gulf: Trends and Characteristics

The history of emigration from India to the Gulf dates back centuries,
originating with interactions between Arab traders and Travelers. Over time,
migration trends have evolved through several phases, shaped by economic shifts
and changing immigration policies in the Gulf. During the initial phase, up until
the mid-1990s, there was a significant surge in migration from India, driven by
increased oil revenues in the Gulf and the resulting economic growth, infrastructure
projects, and job opportunities. In the late 1990s, migration rates declined due to
stricter immigration rules, localization efforts to limit the non-Arab workforce, and
the completion of large-scale projects, leading to a more saturated labour market.
However, between 2000 and 2008, demand for semi-skilled and unskilled workers
rebounded as oil prices rose, supported by Indian government initiatives that
facilitated international migration at the state level. Throughout these periods, the
flow of migration between India and the GCC countries has seen both growth and
contractions.

Equitable Bilateral Relations: Understanding Mutual Engagement

A key aspect of the India-Gulf relationship is the mutual importance each
side holds for the other. The Gulf region serves as a vital host market for Indian
workers, while India remains a crucial source of labour for this region. In 2021,
approximately 18.9 million South Asian migrants lived in the GCC countries,
constituting 59 percent of the total migrant population. Among these, India was the
largest contributor, with about 6.8 million migrants, representing 51 percent of South
Asian migrants and 30 percent of the overall migrant stock. The number of Indian
migrants has grown substantially, rising from 2.4 million in 1990 and 3.1 million
in 2000 to nearly 18 million by 2024 (World Migration Report 2022). Throughout
this period, India's share of the region's migrant population has remained relatively
stable, highlighting its ongoing role as a significant source of labour for the Gulf
region.

There has been a noticeable shift in the distribution of Indian migrants within
the GCC, moving away from Kuwait and towards the UAE and Oman. In 1990,
Saudi Arabia represented 40 percent of all Indian migrants in the GCC, followed by
Kuwait at 23 percent and the UAE at 19 percent. However, by 2015, Saudi Arabia’s
share had decreased to 35 percent, while Kuwait’s share dropped significantly to
9.7 percent. In contrast, the UAE emerged as the leading destination for Indian
migrants in the Gulf and worldwide, accounting for over 33 percent of all Indian
migrants in the GCC countries in 2018 (Grant Thornton India LLP 2019).
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Rising Female Migration; Trends and Implications

The increasing involvement of Indian women in migration to the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries signifies notable socio-economic changes.
Between 1990 and 2018, the Indian female migrant population in the region grew
substantially, from 0.7 million to 1.6 million. This trend of feminization is especially
evident in countries like Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, where women accounted for
30% and 25% of the Indian migrant population in 2018, mirroring proportions
observed in 1990. The demand for gender-specific labour in certain sectors, such as
healthcare, education, and domestic work, has driven this increase. These jobs align
with the needs of GCC labour markets, where women are recruited for roles that
cater to particular socio-cultural and economic contexts.

The rise in female migration reflects the changing aspirations of women seeking
economic independence and professional growth. Women from states like Kerala
and Andhra Pradesh dominate nursing and caregiving roles, highlighting their
skillsets' relevance to global labour market demands. However, low-skilled female
workers, especially in domestic services, remain vulnerable to exploitation, poor
working conditions, and isolation due to their employment in private households.

Despite these challenges, women’s migration has brought significant benefits,
such asthe economic upliftment of families through remittances and the strengthening
of informal support networks among migrant communities. These developments
also call for better policies, including stricter regulations on recruitment agencies,
improved legal protections, and bilateral agreements to safeguard women’s rights
and welfare. The feminization of migration thus underscores the evolving dynamics
of global labor mobility, offering both opportunities and challenges for Indian

women in the Gulf.

Occupation and Skill Characteristics of Migrants

A key characteristic of India-Gulf migration is its occupational and skill
profile, which largely consists of low-and semi-skilled positions. Approximately
70 percent of Indian migrants in the Gulf are engaged in semi-skilled jobs, such as
craftsmen, drivers, artisans, and other technical roles, or in unskilled occupations
like construction, domestic work, farming, and cleaning. Many of these workers are
employed as manual labourers in the oil and gas industry.

The female migrant workforce primarily works as housemaids, cleaners, and
nurses, with a significant presence in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait due to the high
demand for these roles. The substantial number of emigration clearances granted to
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Indian migrants heading to the Gulf underscores the predominance of low-skilled
jobs in this migration flow, as such clearances are typically required only for less
educated migrants, not for those in skilled or professional categories.

However, there has been a gradual shift in the occupational and skill profiles of
Indian migrants to the Gulf over the past few decades. In the 1970s and 1980s, around
90 percent of Indian migrants were blue-collar workers. Today, the proportion of
white-collar expatriates has risen to 30 percent or more in some countries (based on
Khadria (2013) and Parween (2018)). This group includes professionals in various
service sectors, such as doctors, engineers, IT specialists, teachers, architects,
accountants, and managers.

Furthermore, there is an increasing number of knowledge-based workers from
India and other countries being employed in high-tech industries, particularly in
banking and financial services, especially in the UAE. Additionally, many Indian
entrepreneurs and business owners have successfully established businesses in
the region, some of whom have become self-made billionaires. Reflecting this
diverse occupational landscape, the majority of Indian migrants in the Gulf hold
employment-based or business and trade visas.

Region and Community Characteristics

The dynamics of Indian migration to the Gulf have seen a notable shift in
recent years. While Kerala and Tamil Nadu were historically the leading sources
of emigrants, their proportions have declined as workers increasingly migrate
from economically weaker states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Jharkhand. This
shift reflects the role of poverty, limited job opportunities, and low wages in
driving migration from these less developed regions. In contrast, socio-economic
advancements in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, including improved living standards and
access to education, have reduced the compulsion for low-skilled workers to seek
opportunities abroad.

Male migrants predominantly find employment in sectors such as construction,
manufacturing, and services, while female migration, though smaller in scale, is
growing. States like Kerala and Andhra Pradesh are notable sources of female
workers, particularly in professions like nursing and domestic services, reflecting
both global demand and targeted recruitment practices.

Religion and community also shape the experiences of Indian migrants in
the Gulf. A majority of Indian expatriates are Muslims, followed by Christians
and Hindus, with religious and cultural ties influencing their social interactions
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in host countries. Community associations based on shared regional, linguistic,
and religious identities provide essential support networks, enabling migrants to
preserve their cultural heritage and find solidarity in unfamiliar environments.

The benefits of migration, such as remittances, have significantly impacted
states like Kerala, boosting household incomes and funding education. However, in
poorer states like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, these benefits are unevenly distributed,
often leaving migrants trapped in low-skilled labour cycles. Additionally, challenges
such as exploitative labour practices, limited legal protections, and cultural barriers
remain prevalent for many Indian workers in the Gulf, particularly those in low-
skilled occupations.

The changing migration patterns underscore the need for state-specific
strategies to better equip workers with the skills required for global opportunities.
Simultaneously, policies like Saudi Arabia's Nitagat, which aim to reduce foreign
labour, demand adaptive responses from both sending states and migrants. The
increasing participation of women in migration also highlights the importance of
gender-sensitive policies to ensure their protection and well-being.

Indian Government Policies for Managing Migration to the Gulf

The Emigration Actof 1983 provides a framework to regulate the safe emigration
of Indian workers seeking employment abroad, focusing on their protection and
welfare. The Act is implemented through the Protector General of Emigrants (PGE),
a statutory authority responsible for overseeing emigration processes, providing
necessary services, and ensuring the safety of emigrant workers, particularly those
who fall under the Emigration Check Required (ECR) category.

While the Indian government does not have a dedicated policy specifically for
migration to Gulf countries, it has incorporated elements that support and protect
Indian migrants in the Gulf through various general policies and programs. These
initiatives, aimed at ECR countries, address both the facilitation of migration and
the safeguarding of migrants' rights and welfare.

Broadly, these governmental measures can be categorized into two types:
those that promote and facilitate migration, and those that focus on the protection
and welfare of Indian migrants in the Gulf region. Many of these policies serve a
dual purpose, supporting both objectives. Although these measures are not solely
targeted at migrants to the Gulf, some are specifically designed for ECR nations,
which include the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.

The Indian government has implemented several initiatives and policies
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to support and facilitate the migration of Indian workers to Gulf countries. Key
programs and measures are outlined below:
1) E-Migrate system

The E-Migrate system is a significant initiative by the Indian government
that aims to digitize and streamline emigration processes. This online platform
simplifies the emigration journey for Indian workers seeking employment abroad.
It integrates various stakeholders, including the Protector General of Emigrants
(PGE), Protectors of Emigrants (PoEs), Indian missions, recruiting agents (RAs),
foreign employers (FEs), project exporters (PEs), insurance providers, the Bureau
of Immigration (Bol), and the passport system managed by the Ministry of External
Affairs. The platform requires foreign employers to register and submit job demands,
specifying terms and conditions for employment. They can then recruit workers
directly or through authorized agents using this system.

2) Pravasi Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PKVY)

This program focuses on upskilling Indian workers to meet international
standards, making them more competitive for jobs abroad. The PKVY emphasizes
skill development in various sectors, aligning training with the needs of ECR
(Emigration Check Required) countries, including the Gulf region. It offers training,
certification, and learning materials in fields such as domestic work, driving, and
construction, thereby equipping workers with skills that are in demand overseas.

3) Pre-Departure Orientation & Training (PDO)

Pre-Departure Orientation is a key aspect of the government's efforts to protect
Indian migrants by preparing them for their new environment. These sessions
are provided alongside skill training to ensure that workers are aware of the local
culture, laws, and norms in their destination countries. PDOT aims to promote
safe and legal migration, help workers integrate into their host communities, and
minimize potential challenges they might face abroad.

4) Overseas Workers Resource Centre (OWRC)

The OWRC serves as a centralized hub offering support and information for
Indian workers planning to migrate for employment. It provides a 24/7 helpdesk
and responds to queries in 11 Indian languages, addressing grievances and offering
information about the emigration process and recruiting agents. The OWRC is
connected with five Migrant Resource Centres (MRCs) to further support migrant
workers.
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5) Migrant Resource Centres (MRCs)

These centres function as walk-in counseling facilities, providing guidance
and information to potential migrants and overseas workers. Located in key states
like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh, MRCs offer advice on the legal and
regulatory aspects of migration, documentation, and procedures. They serve as an
important resource for those seeking overseas employment, helping them navigate
the challenges they may face while working abroad.

6) Media Campaign: Surakshit Jaaye Prashishkit Jaaye

The Ministry of External Affairs has launched this media campaign to promote
safe and informed migration practices. The campaign disseminates information
through advertisements across various platforms, including television, radio, and
digital cinema, in multiple languages like Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil, and more. It
specifically targets states with high rates of emigration, aiming to raise awareness
about safe and legal migration processes among potential migrants.

These initiatives together ensure that Indian workers are better prepared, more
informed, and safer during their migration journey to the Gulf region, ultimately
aiming to enhance their overall well-being and experience abroad.

Major Policy Responses for Political Implementation

The Indian government has implemented several initiatives to ensure the safety,
welfare, and rights of Indian migrants working in Gulf countries. These efforts have
been aimed at providing both direct support to migrants in need and establishing a
framework for their long-term protection. Here are some of the key initiatives:

1) Pravasi Bharatiya Bima Yojana (PBBY)

The PBBY is a mandatory insurance program designed for the protection of
Indian workers in ECR countries. It provides coverage of up to Rs. 10 lakhs in the
event of work-related death or permanent disability. The insurance is accessible
with a one-time premium of Rs. 275 for a two-year policy and Rs. 375 for a three-
year policy, ensuring affordable coverage for overseas workers.

2) Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Suraksha Yojana (MGPSY)

This social security scheme specifically targets unskilled and semi-skilled
Indian workers holding ECR passports who are employed in ECR countries.
MGPSY facilitates contributions towards savings for return and resettlement in
India, pension savings, and provides life insurance coverage during the period of
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overseas employment. It encourages long-term financial security for workers even
after their return.

3) Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF)

The ICWF aims to support Indian nationals abroad who find themselves in
distress. Managed by Indian missions and posts, the fund assists with a range of
needs, such as repatriation for stranded individuals, emergency shelter and food,
initial legal aid, urgent medical treatment, and the repatriation of deceased workers'
remains. This initiative has provided assistance to over 80,000 beneficiaries, offering
crucial support in emergency situations.

4) Open House Sessions by Indian Missions/ Posts

Indian missions and consulates abroad conduct regular Open House sessions,
where Indian citizens can meet officials without prior appointments. These sessions
serve as a platform for workers to voice their concerns, lodge complaints, and seek
resolution of grievances directly from the diplomatic mission.

5) Emigration Of Women for Employment in ECR Countries

To ensure the safety of women migrating for work, the Indian government has
set a minimum age of 30 years for ECR category female workers traveling to ECR
countries. Additionally, Indian women workers in these countries must use state-
run recruitment agencies for their placement. Foreign employers wishing to hire
Domestic Service Workers (DSW) directly are required to provide a bank guarantee
of $2,500 with the relevant Indian mission. This ensures a layer of protection for
Indian women working abroad and helps to prevent exploitation.

6) Labour Agreement Between India and GCC Countries

India has signed labour agreements with each of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries, starting with Qatar in 1985 and the most recent being Saudi Arabia
in 2014. These agreements, typically renewed automatically unless terminated,
outline rights and obligations for both employers and employees. They include
provisions on working conditions, entitlements, dispute resolution mechanisms,
and the right of workers to remit savings. Additionally, a Joint Working Group is
often established to oversee the implementation of these agreements.

While these measures significantly enhance protection for Indian workers who
follow authorized migration channels, a considerable challenge remains with those
who migrate through unauthorized agents. These workers are at a higher risk of
exploitation due to a lack of formal protection, sometimes facing harsh conditions
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that drive them to desperation. Addressing this issue requires continued efforts to
raise awareness about legal migration pathways and strengthen enforcement against
unregistered recruiters.

Challenges Faced by Indian Migrants in The Gulf

Indian migrants in the Gulf face various challenges throughout their migration
journey from initial recruitment to their stay and eventual return. These issues
often stem from systemic practices like the kafala system and other structural
vulnerabilities. Below is a summary of the key problems faced by Indian migrants
in the Gulf region:

Exploitation by Recruitment Agents and Employers

Indian workers often encounter exploitation from recruitment agents who
charge exorbitant fees for processing their visas and securing employment. During
their time in the Gulf, many migrants face exploitative practices by employers, such
as the confiscation of passports, making it difficult for them to change jobs or return
home. The kafala system in the Gulf countries further exacerbates these issues by
tying workers' legal status to their employers, making it difficult for them to leave
abusive situations.

1) Poor Working and Living Conditions

Blue-collar Indian workers frequently endure poor working conditions,
including low wages and lack of safety at work sites, particularly in construction
sectors where accidents are common. Their living arrangements are often inadequate,
with many residing in overcrowded labor camps that lack basic amenities like clean
drinking water and sanitation facilities. Such conditions create a stark disparity
between the experiences of low-skilled laborers and their white-collar counterparts.

2) Mental Health Struggles and High Suicide Rates

Many Indian workers in the Gulf face severe psychological stress due to
financial difficulties, harsh working conditions, and isolation. These factors have
contributed to a significant number of suicides among Indian migrants. The financial
burden and inability to escape from oppressive employment situations add to their
mental distress, leaving them feeling trapped.

3) Legal Issues and Imprisonment

Indian workers are disproportionately represented among those imprisoned in
Gulf countries, with many facing legal issues due to lack of proper documentation

ISSN: 2582 - 2594 189



@ ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS Vol. 8 No. 1 January 2025

or as victims of recruitment scams. Indian migrants make up about 27% of the
diaspora but account for nearly 45% of Indians imprisoned abroad, highlighting the
vulnerabilities faced by these workers. Although India signed a prisoner exchange
treaty with the UAE in 2011 to allow Indian prisoners to serve their remaining
sentences in India, the implementation of this agreement has been slow, and few
have been able to benefit from it.

4) Contrast with the Experience of White -Collar workers

In contrast, white-collar Indian workers in the Gulf typically experience much
better conditions. These professionals often live in comfortable accommodations
and enjoy a higher standard of living. Many reside in well-maintained residential
areas and participate in the region's consumer economy, frequenting malls, parks,
and cultural sites. Studies, such as those focusing on the Indian community in Qatar,
indicate that white-collar workers are generally satisfied with their security, social
life, and access to facilities.

5) Educational Opportunities for Families

White-collar workers often earn well above the minimum wage, which allows
them to bring their families to the Gulf and invest in their children's education. To
meet the needs of this community, many schools affiliated with the Indian education
system have been established in the Gulf, offering primary and secondary education.
These schools, staffed by Indian educators, provide a familiar curriculum to the
children of Indian migrants and are also open to non-Indian students. Additionally,
several Indian universities, particularly private ones, have set up campuses in the
region to cater to the growing demand for higher education among the Indian
diaspora.

This contrast between the experiences of low-skilled and white-collar Indian
workers in the Gulf underscores the disparities in opportunities and living conditions
within the Indian expatriate community, reflecting broader socio-economic divides.
Addressing these challenges requires a coordinated approach, including better
regulation of recruitment practices, stronger diplomatic interventions, and the
enforcement of agreements to protect migrant workers' rights.

Conclusion

The Gulf region remains a key destination for Indian migrants, significantly
contributing to India’s remittance economy. India has implemented various policies
and measures to support the welfare and protection of its migrants throughout the
stages of emigration—pre-departure, at their destination, and upon their return.
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Despite these efforts, many Indian migrants, especially those who are unskilled
or low-skilled, continue to face exploitation and unfair treatment in the Gulf.
The power dynamics between employers and migrant workers remain skewed,
even after multiple policy interventions. Additionally, misinformation and deceit
by recruitment agents often lead Indian workers into irregular migration status,
making them more vulnerable to abuse, as they are typically unable to access legal
assistance from Indian missions.

The economic slowdown caused by declining oil prices has led to increased job
losses for Indian workers in the Gulf. This downturn could further exacerbate the
exploitation of unskilled Indian migrants through reduced wages and diminished
access to essential services. To address these challenges, both the Indian government
and the Gulf nations must adopt proactive measures to enhance the protection of
migrant workers.

Key Policy Recommendations include the following:
e Enforcing minimum wage laws to ensure fair compensation for workers.

e [ssuing work permits that are not employer-specific, allowing workers
greater freedom.

e Empowering workers to renew their own permits and end employment
contracts independently without losing their residency status.

e Enabling workers to switch employers without needing their current
employer’s consent.

e Allowing workers to exit the country without requiring employer approval.

e Imposing strict penalties on employers who seize workers' passports or
travel documents.

e Introducing severe consequences for recruitment agents who mislead
migrants or charge excessive visa fees, including barring them from future
recruitment activities.

e Furthermore, existing bilateral labour agreements should be implemented
thoroughly, with the establishment or strengthening of institutional support
structures. Given the importance of the India-Gulf migration corridor in maintaining
a robust bilateral relationship, it is crucial to address the challenges faced by
migrant workers while maximizing the potential economic and social benefits of
this relationship.
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